
MARITIME MEDICAL NEWS.

championed by tie British Medical
Journal, the Royal Colleges of Physi-
cians and Surgeons, and Imedical memibers
of Parliament, and a Royal Commission
was appointed to take evidence on the
snb.ject. The evidence given by some
of the " military " witnesses was sur-
prising, as much by the weakness of
their reasons for refusing substantive
rank, as by the iil-concealed aninjus
which inspired some of their testimony.
No less a personage and able a soldier
than General Redvers Buller, in bis
evidence related as truc wbat is known
as tbe " camel " story. at the expense of
and for the.purpose of casting ridicule
on a proninent medical ofdicer. He
afterwards found out that the storv was
a pure fabrication, ami wrote to tie
imedical officer in question a letter of
apology. H. R. H. the Duke of
Caibridge, to wbom the arm y doctor
bas always apparently been a bete noir,
on bein akIed the reason of his
opposition to the granting of substan-
tive rank to mIedical oflicers, could only
reply that it was entirely opposed to
his " militarv instincts !" Sir Andrew
Clark in his interview witb the Secre-
tary of Xar rightly characterized sucli
" militarv instincets " as' m)erelv mnilitarv

prejuñiees. On the otber hand, there
was alualdle testinony fromi tried
ofiicers of rank who had not onh- mili-
tary instincts, but miilitary experience,
to educate their iiistincts, in favor of
granting the demand. The result bas
been a substantial victorY for the Imedi-
cal staff as the following letter wil
shew :--

WAR OmFICE. May 6th. 189l.
Decr .Sir Andre' CIark.-l n continuation

ot the correspondence which has passed
between us, and in reference to the conversa-
tion which I recentlv had with vou relative to
the status of the medical officeis of the army,
i now have the pleasure to inform you that i
have given directions for the preparation of a
Royal warrant conferring the following privi-
leges upon the officers in question-

1. The following substantive raînks to bc
granted, such ranks to carry precedence and
oth er advantages (except military commanci,
as lairl down in present regulations) attaching
to the rank indicated by the military portion of
the title :

Surgeon-Major General, Brigade-Surgeon
Lieutenant Colonel.

Surgeon-Colonel, Surgeon Lieutenant Col-
onel.

Sturgeon- Major.
Surgeon-Captain.
Surgeon-Lieutenant.
c. Medical oficers to be granted sick !cave

on the same conditions as those which apply
to combatant officers.

I trust that this will bring to an end the
controversies that have recently prevailed, and
which personally I have much regretted.

Thanking you for the assistance which you
have given in arriving at a settulement.

I remain, yours very faithfully,
E. STANHOPE.

In our Canadian moilitia there are
up)warJs of two hundred medical ofi-
cers. The force bas not been on active
service suficiertly to test its melical
systein and reg'ulations, but we know
that it does not take the niedical officer
very long to filnd out, after le joins his
first camp, that " relative " rank is no
rank at ail, but a delusion and a snare,
a fraud of the nost patent description,
conferring no military status of any
k-ind whatever It seenis nothing less
than cruel to clothe a man with badges
of rank, to buekle a sword to his side,
and then to tell him the one is hogus,
and on no account must be draw the
other. Either give the rank or take
awav the uniform. one is m hcIi better
oit without the latter if ie bas not g'ot
the former. Medical oflicers do not
w-ant rilitarv command, except tbe
comnianil of their own departnment,and
tlat tber are entitled to.

In the United States ariy they are
cominssioned vith defini te substantive
rank. they commanc in their own
departmient, and the systei vorks well.
There is no doubt that the present
regulations concerning t'he ran k of
medical oflicers in the inilitia will bave

to be changed if the force is called out
long enough for them to find out exactl
vhbere thev stand. Tbese regulIations

are not satisfactory, and contain invid-
ious distinctions solely affecting the
ictîcal staff, for wvhich there can bc no

stuflicient reason.
We hope the minister and the general

officer commanding the militia vill not
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