
CORRESPONDENCE.

under notice. A fistulons opening over the posterior part of the lower

end of the radis, was slightly enlarged with a scalpel ; the ends of a
pair of forceps were introduced, and several pieces of necrosed bone re-
moved, which had long proved sources of irritation. With the aid of his
finger, and also of the forceps, lie (Mr. Fergusson) very roughly broke
up the interral connections around the boue, in every direction, and re-
moved a quantity of scrofilous substance. This was attended with much
bleeding ; water was poured over this opeuing to wash out any remaining
matter, and the patient then removed. Mr. Ferguson observed that
this patient was aflcted with scrofula in other parts of the body, but the
arm was what dernanded interference ; it was deformed from the pre-
vious destruction of portons of the bone, and now had numerous sinuses
communicating witlh necrosed none. It appeared enlarged and misshapen
near the wrît. IIe used the term necrosed boue, he said, notwithstand-
ing the extrenity of the radius nîear the joint was affected ; lie believed
the soft or spungy portions of boue were ofien in a state of necrosis, as
weIl as the canculiated structure, althougi the disease perhaps was more
comnion in the laher. He was aware that this was contrary to the
opunon of soine suirgeons. le believed that lie had renoved portions
1jfn the very extremiiity of the r-idius in this case, &s the diseuse exten-
ded to thue wrist joint. His rouglness in moving his Iiugers and forceps
Ili the 'un was intentional, so as to break up and loosenî ai much as
possible the pecî!:ar substance so conmmon in scrofu:lous diserse. He
r:ilari tiat suh mses as these had been 1orierly treated by ampu-
tati], but that now the diseased portions of boue wereremoved,and the
Juinb saved. Both of thlese cases were operatcd upon under the influence
of chloroformn, .liiuistered by my cxperienced friend Dr. Suiow.

progress appears to have oeen made by this disense
d'lriig the last eigh' veeks, from the 29th April tothe wcekending24th
.luîne. The vt-kly retiuriis for that period mention 7 dcathsfron it,atal
203 from dwrr/aca. The former were cases of the ord:nary Enilibh
type, ad not at all magliiuaut in their natture. so that 've have stil rea-
son to be tlanikutil. The de hs irom diarrhoa exceel the average
llinmber, for tle saine period durin!, .he last ten years by 50.

'le deaths froni smallipox, measles, scarlet fever, and hooping caugh,
for tle last eight muonths, were respectively, 82, 292, 494, and 434. Thstwo last continue to be epidemie and are unusually fatal ; the deatlis
'rom scarlet fever always exceed those from hooping cough in the ag-
gregate, but I have sIown, in a work on the latter disease, that hooping
cough is pre-eminently the disease of early childhood, and is the rnost
làtal of any known disease under five years ofage.


