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Malarions exhalations from undrained marshes give rise to ague and
some allied forms of disease. The chief eause of phthisis is bereditary
constitution, but it Las been shown that it may be also developed in
individuals who have no such taint, by living on poor food, in damp, low
localities, and by overerowding. On the other hand recent researches
appear to show that persons living generously, in dry and elevated situ-
ations, are comparatively exempt from the disease.

Isolating patients labouring under contagious diseascs has lcm« been
recognized as a means of preventing the propagation of sach muhdms.
The late Sir James Simpsen belicved that by such means all contagious
discases muy be utterly stamped out. Another world-renowned means
of preventing and modifying disease is the grand discovery of vaccina-
tion by Jenner, and I believe thut carbolic acid, as now employed in
© surgical practice by Mr. Lister, will, to a great extent, if not cowpletely,

prevent pyawia in surgical cases. During my recent visit to Europe, I
" had the pleasure of accompanying that accomplished surzeon in his visit
round his wards in the Glisgow Royal Infirmary. On asking whether
he found pymmic disease diminished since the introduction of his treat-
ment by carbolic acid, he replicd that he might say the discase was, iu his
wards, nnknown,

Such, gentlemen, are a few examples, illustrating the present state of
medicine as a preventive science. The field is fur from being as yet
completely explored ; future rescarches, which I frust some of you wmay
wndertake, will, I am satisficd, be attended with additional suecess.

As regards the present condition of rational medicine asa curative
stience and art, I may state that some of its Yrunches are considered
to have all the certainty of sciences, and sre hence termed scientific and
wllectively t'e science of medicine. The others are practical, and col-
leetively are termed the art of medicine and surgery. The former class
tomprises botany, anatomy, chemistry and physiology; the latter all the
uther branches included in the curriculum of medical studies.

The scientific branches explain the gross and minute structural and
themical composition of the human body and the functions of its vurious
organs in a state of health. Ifence they constitute thebasis on which all
sugical procedare and pathological doctrines are founded.  For cxample,
the rules which guide the surgeon in all operations are based on human
‘Watomy and phy smlog , and so is the knowledge required by the phy; sician
‘I exploring the various regions and organs. To compreliend the
ﬁ\marmmes of function and structure, which are the pathological causes
o the various derangements' and diseases, you must understand healthy

ftucture and function. For instance, to enable you to say whether a



