
. EXCEILSIOR.

SISTER RITA.
It was -%vit1î feelings of deep) cow2eeuî th-at the students of

Sit. F. X learned somné two weeýzs -ago that Sr. ;Mary Rita, last
yuar11 the Suiperior of St. Martha,-'s (2<îîvent, lay iii, even uinto death
iii the Mother flouse at Hialifax. Now~ tlîey monun heu early

<I: i. Bu t one short year ago and siw rnoved iniong lier as-
ýSOciaLte Sisters iii the Vigor or bealtIi and liCe ; now the sulent
tornb clains lier earthly remains The tinsparing hiand of deatht
ùbas touiched this g)enltie Sister and she is remloved forev--r fromn
'Our midst. éIer untimnely death wviIl be keenly feit by ait who
wvho knewv 1it*i; but, tiiere is consolation, iiay, joy in the thotight
-that if a life of self--abuiega.tioni aud prayer is ani assuranice of an
.2ternjal rev;rd.( tiien lier portionI is indeed blest.

The life of a Sister of Charity is onie of the snbliniest self-
sacrifice. The world, witli ail its gI:unior, its 'alluremients, and
pleasures, is reiowce,- the hidden life with its toit, its pain
andi privationis, often its triais of the fleshi, is assumlled. WhIether
under the couvent roof, whiere scrcened fuoni the eyes of the
world shie tabous with eeaseless cave; whetheu confronting the
cold would and enduuing withi reeli submiss*on its tauints and
Insuilts iii the cause of God's poor aùtd lioniel.ess, whetheu soothing
w'ith tender band and wo"-ds of symnpathy the dying, soldier in the
hospitai ou ou the field of battie while the deadly shelis screarn
andi scatter deaih arouud, the Sister of Chaity is ever the
servant of God and the fuiend of nankind.

Sister Rita Nvas indeed worthy of such a noble organization,
and the inany tokens of kitidness 'vhich shie uxanifested towvard
the sick students ivhiIe Superior of St. Martha's witt be rernem.
bered guatefulty by them while memrnoy endures. Little did they
drearn that even while coïnforting thern by hier care and vigilance
the Angel of Death was already hovering over heuseif.

We feel that the laniguage of panegyiinrfecet heu

may fittingiy and deservingly be employed; we also feel how
incapable we are of paying her the tribute we shonld wish tO
offer-one in sorne iway expressive of onu feelings and wvortby of
the depauted. Nevertheless, we tender this humble offeringr to hier
rneinory wvhite breathingr the fervent hope that she whoni God
chose as his hiandînaid, on eauth to foster in otheus the love of
virtue may have already attained to the funil enjoyment of those
Cr.thingls mtat eye hath flot seen, ear hath. not heard, ilor hath it
entered into the heart of man to conceive."'


