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COKE AS LOCOMOTJVE FUEL.

The Boston & Maine R . began the use of coke
as a locomotive fucl in April last, and the experiment
then begun has proven so satisfactory as to have been
continued until 100 locomotives are now in regular
sgrvice with this kind of fuel.  All the switching en-
gines in the larger cities reached by the road use eoke
and the total number is made up by engines in pas-
senger service.. By the courtesy of Mr. T. A, Mackin-
non, first vice-president an | ger, and
Mr Henry Bartlett, superintendent of motive power
a representative of the ‘Railway age’ was recently af-
fi rdped‘nmplo nt:rortunity for investigating the use of
coke as fuel and for obtaining all possible imformation,

The results of observation may be summed up in the
tat t that the ption of this fuel by the
| tive is without indicati

of smoke exeopt for
a slight blue haze, which eppears when the engine is
working hard. The writer in one ride upon one of the
coke-burning engines gave rather close attention to
the method of firing practiced, which was in all par-
ticulars in aceordance with previous information:
Most of the firing was done (Exn'ng stops, although
with no apparant necessity for so doing, sinee the rule
was sométimes deviated from. The fire box door was
kept on the latch at all times. It is stated that it is
possible to run from 12 to 15 miles between firing,
and on the occasion in question the run inte Boston
was* made without firing beyond Salem—14 miles.
The train isted of ten | g hes and bag-

cars.
The coke used by the Boston & Maine is obtained
from the New England Gas & Coke Co,, closely affi-
liated with the Dominion Coal Co. The coal used is
from Cape Breton, and a large plant has been estab-
lished at Everett, Mass,, from which when completed
gas will be furnished to'the city of Boston. On ac-
count of the present incomplete state of the piping,
the production of coke, ostensibiy a by-product, has
been the main business. The Boston & Maine uses a-
bout 300 tons per day, and will make use of a consid-
erably larger quantity as soon as i 1 faciliti
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THE WAR.

The Daily News has a despatch from Ladysmith
dated Tnesday at 10,30, which gives the first indepen-
dent account of the cutting off of Lieut. Col Carleon’s

| in the engag tat Farquhae's farm. The
correspondent says, .

“The column was sent out Sunday night, made a
wide detore and reached the spurs of the Drakens-
berg before dawn.  Col Carleton stormed the heights
with the bayonet and maintained his positi inst
great odds, until his ammunitien was exhausted and
surrender became inevitable, Nearly 200 had then
been killed and wounded.” Y

The report comes from Rome that Portugal will
permit the landing of British troops at Lourenzo Mar-
ques.  This coincides with the view strongly provail-
ent in some quarters here that the British invasion of
the Tratsvaal will be made from' that point.

London November 5.—Troopship Kildonan Castle
the largest troopship in the world, sailed from South-
hampton last evening for South Africa with more than
3,000 souls on board with their kits and weapons bal-
loons, bridge pontoons, and” machine guns, ammuni-
tion and hundreds of tons of other military necessit-
ies,  She takes 20 officers and 827 wen of the First
Welsh regiment, 25 oflicers and %61 men of the second
Northumberland Fusiliers and 33 officers and 425 men
of various regiments and branches of the service and
a mascot goat presented to the Welsh regiment by the
queen.

November 5—A feint of artillery firing enabled
General White to administer a severe defeat to the
Orange Free State forces by the capture of the Boer
camp behind Bester's Hill. ~For this pu the Lan-
Border rifles
started under General French at sunrise and got with-
in striking distance before the enemy were aware of
their presence. A field battery was also sent and it
secured & good position, commanding the enmny'qeo‘l:s
which was ,Inrge one, laggared with army wagons

enable it to be obtained. The Main Central obtains a
small quantity from the Boston and Maine and the
Boston & Albany, on which rodd coke has been used
to a limited extent for a few months, obtains its sup-
plies from the manufacturers.

Theve seems to be little question in the minds of
those who have given the matter the most eareful
study, that with the reduction in cost brought about

" by improved methods of manufacture, coke has assum-
ed a definite place among locomotive fuels, Presid-
ent Tuttle unhesitatingly expresses hix belief in it as
the ideal fuel, and the experience of his road in its use
should go far towards bringing about its consideration
by other roads upon which the smoke nuisance isa
problem,

S eeee—-

The Yukon country is no longer the remote, per-
flous, comfortless region we had pictured it but the
other day. What with rhilroad and telegraph commun-
ication and the commercial and sociab facilities a mod-
ern community is bound to surround itself with, any-
where, Dawson City is to-dsy a reasonably cheerful
place to live in, Amdng other instirutions it has a

board of trade, whose first meeting and election of
officers has been held.

other ¢
Bester's Hill was well fortified and provided with

0od guns. At 9 o'clock the British opened fire. the

vers replying with spirit but bad aim. The British
quickly sent a 42 pound shell into the camp, inflicting
terrible loss and spreading panic among the enemy
Our cavalry then swrmedmgm position, :ﬁe Boers flee-
ing precipitately, leaving many d-ad and wounded as
well as the whole camp and equipements in the hand
of the British.  Thesuccess will upset the Elm of,
the Orauge Free State commander and possibly will
prevent them giving further trouble from the west.

Daar Junction, November 6.—A citizen of Kimb-
erley, who has just got through the enemy's lines, says
the sortie made by the British last wéek was a brilliant
affair.  The enemy outnumbered the British but were
thoroughly thrashed.

The NinthrLancashires were the heroes of the day.
The manner in which they charged the superior force of
the enemy on the hill was as fine a performance as the
Gordon Highlanders at Dargai.

Estiourt. Natal, Saturday November 4.—It is re-
ported that the Boers lost 800 in killed and wounded
and captured in Thursday's battle on Tatham's tarm,
near Ladysmith. The fighting was resumed yesterday

i (Cantinued on page 18)




