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with sygar, double icfined ; jumbies, made to
suit cither Jackson or Clay 5 watery as th
as a blade, and cakes priated with little ima-
ges of birds, and beasts, aud harlequins 3 sue
gar-cookies that would melt 11 the mouth,
and loaves of cake staffed with citron and
currants and plums, and tmimed with mig-
nonette and myrtie, were spread ont upon @
Jong bench belore. the admring eye ol Mrs.
Judkins,  Custards, andd farts, and pies, of
varic us kinds and foring ; jellies, comiits and
preserves, with hquors and fruit, complete
the long array.  Mis. Judkins saw all these
envied luxysies, and the very thought that
her slender moaus never did and never would
cenahle her to supply her board with a aix-
teenth part of what she saw, only instigated
her to.her projected acts of petlly revenge.
s$she took from her pocket several way apples,
which she carefully distuputed amonyg the
Jine specimens of the shropservine, that fitled
two large Iruit-dishes npon a bench, The
resemblance to real apples wag so correct,
that it was alinost impgssihle to distipguish
them withont takijng them in hapd,

Mrs. Judkins then proceeded to consider
the propiety of laging neat pieces of pine
shingle between the slices of ch ese that
were teady prepaced for the table. Hardly
had she teiched themy, however, when a
heavy footstep on the stairs, and lones of a
strong, though nqt unmusical voice, singing
a new version of « Betsy Baker,” made her
aware thatshe must conceal husself as quick
v as possible. She tossed the scattered shin-
glex into hep apron, and sprang ipto a dark
corner and-stooped down behind a barrel.—
She was a little \woman; and-could have al-
1a0st crawled throngh a-knotehole, if there
had been onc 3t hand.  lmediately after,
the gicl whose vgice had given.warning, en-
tercd, Jier Lronzed 'ahqi';padca with goose-
berry pies, 'Llicsé slig’ cérefully deposited
on a shelf by the window, dnd wurned to de-
part, wheh her ej'¢ caught theé plate of cheese,
which'Mrs. Juilking had feft disarranged.—
She weént to the foot of the sfairs and cried
oul—

¢ Bels, came down lge_re,”

¢ | can’t stop,”” was lieard from above.

¢« Has the cat héen dowa here 77

¢ No, she’s been shut up i thé yard all

day. Why, what’s the mattér 1,

i Nothing,” said the_gisl, looking round
10 sec ifevery thing elsé was in order, ¢ No-
thing; only a picce ¢l cheese was ofl the
plate.??

Mrs. Judkins still rembled from head to
foot ; for, if there should be a genera_l_ search
for a tat, thare would be 3 dxsagu:caulc se-
quel 1o her roubbes.  She was selicved from
hier apprehensions by the words of Bets, who
screameda— » .

« Do come up, Sal; the meat is bumn-
inz up. You kinocked the cheese off your-
pelf, you careless plagye.  [,et it alope, and
come up; I'm up to my elbows in work,”

Nal speedily disappeared, closing the dror
garelully behind her. The intryder gladly
Jeft her hidiag-place, ¢ 1U’s all up about
the cheese,” thought she 5 1¢ they’Il be- sure
to look at it. 3t would have been so.{ine to
hiave heardem break thesp tecth, trying to
gat shingles.  But here goes fur the pies,”
she added, half aloud, &s she rassed the cav-
18 of two or three successively, and dropped
here and there amang tha spicy. gooseherries
a small brown bean, She then turned to the
figuors.  There were several decanters and
bottles filled with mead, lemonade, and cur-
sant and rasphesry wine. The mead she
dared not.meddle with, The wine, excopl
that which savored too much of etderberries,
she passod by. She was aware that the host
and hostess would gaste the different drinks,
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by way of examgle to thesr guests, and they
would natarally take the poorest, so she -1n=
fased snto. the smmallest botties a hittle of the
datk powder which she had brought for that
parpose, and into the lemonade 2 larzerquan-
uty, for she was aware that Mrs. Biggs was
so extremely fund ot the cooling beverage as
to drink three of four glasses, even in genteel
compan{y.
, Mr. Hope, whom she hated for having
once slighted her ; Mr. Lane, wuo, a few
yeoars belore, cheated her husband out of ten
dollars ; and Miss Addleton, whotn she des-
iised, loved the rvefreshing sherbet, Dlrs,
udking laughed mtemally while thinkiag
of lier ingenious revenge, and, aller finishing
her mischevious wotk, replaced the decant-
ers upon the shelf, and stepped out of the
cellar as noiseless!y as she came in. She
quickly hurried home, and had hardly time
to dofl her bopnet and shaw!, when a fiyht
tap was heard at the door, Mrs. Bigus was
there, on her way home fromn the dressma-
ker's, and, in a lew words, apologized for her
remarks of the preceding day, and, in a dig-
nified, yet earnest mznner, begged her neigh-
bor to forget the silly circumstance, and
come in to dinner.  Mrs. Judkins very po-

common-place observations, the visitor de-
harted, rejoicing an her own miod, that Mrs.
adkins should be so deferential and 50 ac-
commodaling.

Toward noon of the eventfal day, several
of the invited guests, including the Tibbs fas
mily, made their appearance at the fron
dodr of the merchant’s mansion. So very
ignorant were tney of fashuonable customs,
that it never occurred to them that the din-
ner would be later than one, the honr at
which the big folks of Mannuvilie usually
dingdl, though the mechanics and farmers,
et lower cias, of.people, pertinaciousdy-ad-
héred 1o the okl custom of eating at twelve.
Those whom Mis. Bigzs found in her sitting
room, on cntering it, were of that. number of
inaividuals who, like a troop of school-boys
going to a;muster or a.fair, are always to be
seen fiist on the ground, that they may have
the exq iisite pleasure of seeing and hieaning
all thatis. going on. Mrs. Diggs, thowgh
she had feared and expected this, was never
mare vexed in-her life; for she well knew
tnat, before halt-past three, her.visitors, un-
less they had taken a lunch at home, would
he hungry, and out of patience with waitng.
She flew, or rather waddled, up and down
stairs, bringing cheqaers, back-gammon and
cards, to help them pass away the tune.—
She was unsuccessful,-however, and, in des-
pair, gave up ail attempts atrendenng-them
agreedble. No two understood the same
game, and no onc cared 2bout learning. The
old people.thouzht grace, and conversatipns,
and ¢onsequences, too simplé, and the youn-
ger ones thought borks and music toa dry.—
Ta the anxiaus eye of Mrs.Bigas all seemedt
to he discontented and-nphappy j-and when
three o’clock came, andiwith 1t some of the
fashiongbles, she had-worried berssir alinast
iuto a fever. Her face, usially pale and
dead, was flushed 5 and- glad indeed was
shety as Mr. Bigas entered the saloon, as
Silvelte called it, to leave the room and copl
heisell with a glass of shethet and a hasin
of cold water, ~\When she returned, the most
of the company had aruved, The esquires
and honorables wete thera in alf an hour,
(fashionable folks are always ldte., and the
lady ot tho feast, after glancing hastily around
the parlor, (which bad been thrown open by

from the sitting-room,) perceived that five

or'six only of her numerous pasty were mis-

sing, Thesz were Miss Dunnegan, the yery
. : 2
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litely replied that she would, and after a few.

paring-tbz folding doors that soparated it
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pink of gentifity 5 the two city ladies whn
1ad sent 1n-an ‘excuse 3'Tim “Jackion, and
the two law studente, whom Silvette much
wishied to see, having a promise from ler
Ma that, of they should prove-to be as tich
as they were reported to be, and otherwise
a desirable match, one of them should take
the place of Mr. Hope, as husbang elect.—
Mrs. Biggs calculated, of course, that Sil-
vette’s charms wonled be irresistible,  Winle
this lady was dehberating with her sister
on the propiety of summoning the .guests
down to the dimng-room.avithont further de-
lay, Miss Dunnegan, tortunately, made her
appearance, ushered in by an altendant, wha
mumbled aver her nameas she stoad bawing
and curtseying to those whom she knew.—
The merchant’s lady rose to receive her,
while the French lady expressed her thanks
that she had not been so shockingly vulgar
as to be there 100 early,

“ Really, Mrs. Bigge, I had
have waited ill seven, and —

“The castoms, my dearest friend, are so
difterent from the high aircles where you
have shone, that it would seem alost im-
possibic for yon to be so decidedly yulgar as
to condescend »

Mrs. Bigys was interrupted in her elegant

sprech by 1be nnzing of the door bell—a
sound for wiuch she was anxwously listes-
ing, thougly without mouch bope of heanng a
noise so remote——aml, excusing herself to
hor dearest frnead, she stepped into the- en-
try.  Taking upon heiself the office-of mas-
ter of ceremontes, she snnounced HMessis.
Dean and Witorabam, ot Cambridge, then
hastened to find them comfoitable seats, neas
a window. Fimnding her party complete, she
left the room for the purpose of introducing
her son and daughter. She. met them on
the stairs, and, gracefally motioning them
ko, \ailory papnouncedy in her Joudest,
cleatest tonea, <Cmy onily son’? anl myffon-
ly daughtcr 3 then, suddenty perceivingher
unstake, corrected hepself, and sunk back
inta a chair, near her sister, mortified at a
blunder so absurd. & Oh ! Lizzy, that’s al-
ways the way 1 come off, when [ try to be
any thing,” she whispered into her sympa.
thising car.  Poor woman! She was in the
constaist halnt of designating het thiee chil-
dren by the expressions, ¢ my only son,”
““my chauning daughter,” and © my'l,m}e
darnng.””  Upon the qresent occasion, how-
ever, she had the seuse {o perceive that it
would ‘be very foolish to apply the word
chanining to the young lady 1n question, and
in her attempt te say clidest, had used the
word only,
% As Muss Mivette—who paid little attea
tion to the circumstance so embauassing.ta
her mother--glided atong into the madst of
the company, follawed by the. didgoon figure
of her brother, young Deag turned to his
companion and whigpered—

thoaght
”hona to

% 0 wad some pow'r thegiftic gre ug
To sce qursels ag athers sce us|
It wad frae mony a hiunder free us,
An' foolish notion 7

‘l, 'I;h_o dence, Jack § why she?sahandsome
irl.?

& ¢ Yes 5 but, entre nous, a litlle téo unna-
taral—tog artificial.?

He loweteil lus yaige, farMss. Riggs, whe
had tecoyeted her stif-passession, waddled
toward them, and farmally introdyged her
daughter; then finding a rockingzchair, sea-
ted ?lc_[ ata rcgrccl.’u digtance, where the
young men could steal an occasional glance
at her. Silveite, whose complexion was
ustally 50 white s 0 give nse (@ a vulgat
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repart fhat she subsisted chiefly on chalk,
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