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nienîbers Mien known is a suflicient dlefinition of the linîits of a group
and gives it an unquestionable ri-lit to recognition." That looks rather
like a reversai of Dr. Thorell's iRule than a modification of it, and it is
the foundationi on %v'hicli thesc late innovations rest. Wlhat righit lias anly
mnan to lay down a Rule or propoutnd a Canon at variance with the
received Code, and then assume that biis Rule or Canon lias the force of
lav ? Thîe Rules of the British Association w'ere adopteci by the repre-
sentatives of the diffé~rent branches of zoology, assemibled in convention,
and they have been accepted and acted upon. If any of them need
modification or repeal, such change munst procced from as highi an
authority as that which enactcd thien. XVe may reverence or respect the
opinions of an Agass iz., or a TIhorell, or a Scudder, but in thiese inatters;
to consider opinions as so niany laws would be to establish a dangerous
precedent, and cannot for one moment be tolcerated.

U-nder another of these Canons M\-r. Scudder lias undertaken to apply
the ruie of priority to groups highcer than gencra, as follows: In any
subsequent alteration of the limits of a group its naine mnust neyer be
cancelled." And accordingly wc arc requested to introduce a host of
barbarous family and stirps naines, to the uitter confusion of the reccived
nonientlature of the highier groups. The Comniittce of thc Br. Ass'n,
on the contrary, not intending to apply the rule of priority to these
groups, recommended '- that the assemblages of geniera ternied families
shou.ld be unifori-ny named by adding the terniination ia to the earliest
known or most typically characterized genus in îlîem, and that the sub-
divisions termied .5ub-fanii lies shiouilc be siînilarly constructed îvith the
termination iinae.« And this reconimendation lias been accepted and
generally acted on because this mode of designating families and sub-
familics, bei.g uniformi and an aid to meînory, ivis found eniinently
convenient. It 'vas regardcd as a vast improvenient on the fantastic and
heterogenous naines or the earlier authors and of I-iiner especially.
But the effect of this Canon would le t0 swanip our nomenclature with
such ternis as arniati andi lypati, argonautae and nioderatoe, adoleoccîites
and tcrribiles, frugalia. and v'oracia, and hundreds more cqually absurd.
And already we find the writings of Mr. Sicudder defaced anîd obscured by
thei. Thîis is niaking progress hackwards, and in iiiy opinion is as
senisib)le as if ive wcre to surrcnder the Indian numnerals for the Icuters of
Ronme, or tic notationi of cheniistry for ttic IiierolYphics Of the zilclîemlist,
or railroads for buck-boards and pillions.


