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insuidens, Bird, the only example not bred, shows the insect in a good
light, and should be an aid to western coilectors.

A few rémarks further argumentative to the resuits of these studies
may be pertinent. The extent to which variation proceeds with this
genus has long been a subject receiving attention. That aftecting the
imago is sucls as to cause littie uneasiness, even thoughi extended in a very

few cases. WVhen it is a question of suze or wing outline we can explain
this in a partly mechanical sense. W'hen their larve have lived in an
especially rank or vigorous plant ain excessive subsequent developmient
nsay lie exîsected, while those larvS that leave their burrows frons one
cause or another and suifer front a lack of food until locsîing in sonse
substitute, produce the undersied or dwarfed specinsens so frequently
met with. Thus tise rank growth of Amnbroszc, hrijida, on tise Jere
meadows, yields a giant race of nite/a, whereas the dwarfs so oftess seen
aniong /nai-inidens and cerussata are the result of the larvas Ieaving their
original abode and taking up with sonse substitute like Rurdock. Tise
wing outline is inflstenced by the quarters occupied by tise pupa ; when
this is formed iii a gallery having insufficient room for a normal develop.
ment, tIse resultant imago has the primaries narrower asnd more acute at
the apex iii propsortion to this previous condition. inpecuniosa and
dmoz-ati best illustrate this feature. The colours of tIse inmago here as else-
where are subject to their peculiar vagaries, but it is isot found that they
are in any way exceptional. Just what Iscoduces colour is not definitely
known, of course, but it pertains no doubt to a cîsemical rather than any
mecisanical process. So the sliglst disparities at times noted in the same
susecies, as arising front differences in the food-plant, might be explained
on this grotind, though it dues not meet the question I)rolerly. Further
sisan citing that colour is nsost susceptible to change in the deptîs of
l)owderings, in the hue or even suppression of tise ordinary white spots, itnsay be needless to proceed. We may apply the general biological law t0
tise effect that commoner and more widely distributed species are apt to
show a greater variation, and not meet with any incongruities. The
common nitela best shows the departures ever taken in the colour scheme,but they are positively not due t0 locallty, food-plant, sex, or even the
varying conditions that might assail différent broods, and the form to
which the varietal narne applies is merely the extreme in the opposite
direction. But varietal studies have not been confined 10 the imago


