
THIE CANADIAN ENTO'MOLOGIST.

and more than one foreigui scientifie society gave bis nine a place on
the roll of thieir inerbership. l1lad lie possessed more ambition and 1been
burdened with less niodesty, there is scarce)y anv position iii the paths of
science to which hie nighlt flot have stucce.s-sfuilly aspired. He hiad wliat
one imighit ahnost characterize as a inorbid sliriikirig fromi publicity. 1le
;vas out of bis elemient in a crowded room. He Ioved flot the busy
haunts of men; but, charmed "by the breath of flowers, hie lied froin
city throngs and cares, back to the woods, the birds, the mouintain
streamis." Much to the regret of his friends, lie could neyer be induced
to take promninent part in any public enterprise, As a striking instance
of this, and as confirniatory of wlbat is now stated, it inay be nientioned
that ivhen lie ivas President of the Ottaia Natural Hlistory Socety-an
office to which lie 'vas elected as a recognition of bis acknowledg.ed
ability-lie could neyer be pcrsuaded to preside at any of the meetings.
H-e iniformily, on soine pretext or other, alivays mianiged to shirk the
distastcful duty. Nor did this arise from ainy want of interest in the pro-
ceedings, for lie wvas one of its wvarmnest and mnost active supporters, and
contributed miany valuabi e Botanical and Entom ol ogicalseies

",\r. Billings 'vas l)orn at Billings Bridge, a smiall village in the iînme-

diate ileighbouirbood of whiat is now the city of Ottawia, on the i9 th of
jatiuazry, i Si 9. H-e wvas descended from a Welsh faniiily that 'came to
Amierica about the year 17410. 1lis grandfiither, Dr. Elkanah li gs
afte-r g-raduating at H-arvard University, served for some timie as surgeon
tinder Wýashiingtoni, during the Revoli tioiiary War. H is fatb er rem oved
to Canada sonietimie previous to the year 1804, and engaged in I uibering
operations on tbe Rideau River. At this timec there wvas only one houise,
on the south side of the Ottawa River, within 50 miles of his clearing.
The wvhole of the Ottaw'a valley wvas thicn a comparative wilderness, -'vith
fe'v indications of thie maiterial l)rosperity which bias silice becomle every
where so apparent. It iiht lie interesting to g4ean some of the incidents
connected wvith the first setulement of this part of Caniada, but as this
would be foreign to the purpose of this paper, we forbear.

0f the early years of Mr. Billings little wiecd be said ; althougli, by
this time, considerable progress bad been imade by the various settlieents
that bad been grradii.lly fornied in this section. Stili, as can. be easily
imagined, hie expurieniced bis full share of the trials and hardships inci-
dent to a life iii the backwoods. Acccss to books niust have been a fav,,or
wvhich few enjoyed, and the facilities fur education were of the mosi
ineagre description.


