
.Extracts from Journal of a Tourisi. h:

It was delivered by the bishop, oa vencrable old maun, in a full court dress,
wiîli his long mantel floating behind hiin. Tho services being ail ini
Duîch, 1 understood not a Nbord of the discourse. But the preacher was
eertainly in earnest; .and if a judgroent is tu be forrned from the attention
of the people, it wes both interesting. and instructive. The apparent de-
VoW )n Of the audience vias peculiarly striking, and contrasted strongly, in
-some particulars, with thse conduct of rnany uf our congregations at h...tse.
During prayer every head vias bent down-every eye %vas elosed-titere
was not a movement-ilie stillness of death pervaded the multitude. Ai
stood, and there ian -no motion towards resuming a seat tili somne tirne
efter Amen had beau pvonounced by the clergymen. Does flot this rebu!he
the practice of many of or churches . and would it not be a decided imn-
provemnent were ive, in this, la imitate their example ?

Notwvithstanding this favourable specirnen of the outward devotion of
the Dutch, ali my inquirien conflrmn thse conclusion, tisat praetieul godiiness
is, generally speaking, in a low state in Rutterdam, and throughout Holland.
1 souglit information on this point froru every one wso, vias Iikely to be able
to give it, and the resuit, togetiser vvitis iy ovin observations, is decidediy
unfavourable. The Reformed Church of the -Netherlandn differs in no
very mateiiat point fira the Presbyterian Church in our own country.
ILs creed is the saine, lIs governmenî does not grently dîflèr. Nearly
Iwo-thirds of the population are connecteù with it. The governrnent pro-
vides a minister for every 700 souls belonging to the national communion.
Religion is, upon the who.,, outwardly respected, and s are its ministers.
Trhe niajority of the people go at least once tu the church on Sabbatls: and
wvhen the youth corne of age., they generally i.>ecome members of ihe'com-
munion id vihici tey have been broughît up. But having said this, it is
nearly ail. fI is vieil known that tihe Duteh have departed most lamsentn-
bly from the belief, and pracîlees of their fathers. Their creed is striefly
evangelical ; but the clergy of the presant day are thoroughly Arminian,
and many of tham, a great deal more. Ail s9ign thse confession of the
churcs vihan rdmittad to tise ministry ; but tisay do nlot hesitate te affirm
that thin is an idie ceremony, binding thern te nothing, imposed by usage.
and kepi up without any good purpose. Some tinte ago a smail party,
viho adhere te thse tastimony cf the Synod of Dort, protested againsi tihe
,conduet of thse majority ; but they viere sîigrnnîisad as fanaties; and as
attempting te bring thse people under tise influence of a narrovi unscriptixraI
-eraed, fiîîed on]y to cransp thse mind, destroy its liberty, and render men
duli. morose, and malancholy. The book contnining ihese accusations
against evangreiical trutis, in said to express thse sentiments of ai least two-
thirds of thé ciergy of the Dutch Reformned Church ; and yet these are
tise men viho are thse successors of Witsius, Maeslricht, Vitringa, and a
hosi of othars, wvho, in thair day, viare tise glory of the Dutch church, nnd
the light of thse world. If sucis be the clergy, whai are the people? Tise
efliect of sucis a ministry rnay easiiy be conceived. Tise faitis of tise gospel
is littie cared for. Salvation, througis a crucifled Snviour, is vaglecmed
and ;despised. Practical godliness is mournfully disregarded. 1 vins in-
formed thatfamiiy worship ;s now alnost unhknown in Holiand ; and genu-
lue piaty is regardad as fanaticisai, and superstition. 1 have said that tise
people go generally once on Sabbath to thse church ; but this mtuy be said
to ba naariy thse vihole amount of Sabbath observance. A Il the othar por-
,tions of il are regarded as a holiday. In Rotterdam, on thse Sabbath ive
spent there, shops ivere open in every sîreet ; many viere but haif closed.
Business was nlot very openly, but il vins, wuishout o. question, diligently

* The mantel is simply a piece of siik about six inches broad and three fect
long, fastenad by a hook to thse coilar of the coat. it is a badge of office.
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