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what apology can be given for flot declaring the xvhole counsel of
God ? Or what menit is there in misty speculation or uncertain
deliverances? How wvill that man convert the world who is hini-
self at the mercy of every wvind of doctrine ? " Unstable as water
thou shait flot excel.

When our Lord taught the people and preached in the streets,
He had sornething definite to say; His words had a meaning. Is it
therefore presumptuous for one wvhose office it is to " open up the
Seriptures " to ascertain xvhat He did say, or wvhat His words do
mean, and tell it to the people ? Our first aim is to find out the
mind of the Spirit, and proclaiming that is just doctrinal teacbing.
Two positions mutually contradiotory cannot both be true. There-
fore xvhat is doctrine in the Scripture sense, is just %vhat is truth-
We must seek the law at God's mouth and deliver that to men and
flot our own foolish fancies, whims, or conceits, thoughi these be as
full of curiosities as a peddler's pack.

Doctrine iÉ just teaching; it is systematic thinking. The whole
teaching of the Bible on any point is simnply the doctrine of the
Bible on that point. WvVhat the Bible says about sin, grace, re/nt
ancc,faith, is just the Bible doctrine on sin, grace, repentance, faitb,
etc. And as an.bassadors wve have nothing else to deliver than the
message committed to us.

Indeed, doctrine cannot be escaped front E-.-,rv man mect
preach doctrine if he utter any sentiment ; aTJd no precept can be
enforced without making doctrine the basis of our pleading., Even
/ieresy bias its dogmas as well as ortbodoxy. Even Bob Ingersoli
has his doctrines, thoxigh they may be the negatives of divine truth.
Whethier the ILord Jesus Christ be regarded as a mere mnan or tic

,,,gIzst created being- or God'.; ziicarniate Son, it is dotnecnr-

ing the person of Christ. Whiether His deatb be a martyr.s dezti, or
intended to prodzce a grand mnoral imp~res.sion, or a real atonement
for sin ; it is a doctrine concerning H-is 7vork. Whether faith be
only intclcctzal «zssent to truth presented, -or a Personal trust inz tût
Saviour, it is a doctrine concerning faith. Whethier you teach that
man has a future or that this life ends a]], it is a doctrine on man 's
nature or destiny. Even Robertson, the Iiistorian, of wvhomn Hugh
Mviller said thazzt he preached throughi the New Te.,tament and
failed to discover the atonenent, preached bis own doctrines. The


