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andi extent of Islami in Africa andi
eIbeîvhere are bolà andi startliug. Tlîey
are too general andi sweeping to be ait
once accepted as facts. He divides
the continent into two nearly equal
portions, the northerni and the south-
cmn. "The northern haif lias been at-
tachiet to the Arabian prophet; ail its
roads lead to Mecca.." It consists of
three zones: North Africa, the Sa-
hara, andi the Soudan, with' anl esti-
mnateti population of 18,123,846;
2,5300,000, andi 83,800,000 respectively.
"lThese three zones, which contaimi con-
siderably more than liaif the popula-
tion of the continent, are thorough]ly
lslamic." "The whvlole nortliern hialf
of Africa is as thoroughly Islamice as
Turkey or Persia, if not more so." On
the basis of +lie estimiated total popu-
lation of the northern lobe of the con-
tinent "lits Moslein population is over
rather than under 75,000,000," whule
tic strength of Oliristianity is only
-'35,7 7V" souls ; including " Rornanists
less than linif a million western Chiris-
tianis." The writer states also that
Islam lias matie large advtances in the
soiflirni lialf of the continent.

We hlave not space to follow hini in
tic details. "In a word," lie says,
-thîe niurtîxern lob>e of Africa is covereti
by Islam, ,vith more traces of Pagan-
isîn and touches of Cliristianity. The
southern wing of Africa is covered by
P.aanismi,witlh a considerablo area of
Islam lu the north, and a considerable
area of Christianity in the southi." 'Is-
laîxi lias rcndered voiti the Christianity
tlîat once reigneti frora the Pillars of
Hecrcules-ý to the Indian Ocean; andi
goiug lîeyond, lias, centuiry by ce-
tury, piishied its way across the Sa-
hiara, tlîroughlout the Soudani and
down tlîe east coast, until more thail
hall tlît continenît is in its grasp. The
grbi to-day is as fresh, warîni and

gr eva ver."
Tite %triter next discusses 4what

hlvu Levî buit of the' great elenuents
of the' religiousstrength andi weakniess
of Llain andi Clir-isti- 4niitv during the'
CiMturies of thuir paralleicti hi5tovry,"

andi finally cotisiders "'the radical tif-
ference between Cliristianity and Is-
lain," andi "soîne special conditions
of the conflict between Islain andi
Cliristiaility in Africa."

Dark as the picture is mate to, ap-
pear, tlhere is stili solit grounid for hope
thxat Islam wvill neyer rule Africa.
Africa, ini the niarvellous providence
of God, is nowv pushiet to tîxe front,
and is destineti in the near future to
be the arena of a sharp and decisive
conflict betwvecn Islam andi Christian-
ity. In this confliet Islam ivili be
shorn of many of the elemnents of its
past succcss; whule Cliristianity wvill
posscss new and powerful auxiliaries.

The swort and the slave trate liave
been the riglht arni of Islam, but the
days of tîxeir doininance in Africa are
numbereti. Although *tiîe uîîost diffi-
cuIt and stubborn of ail false religions
to subduo, Islam cannot, we believe,
witlistand Cliristianity in a fair figlit.
Now after 1,200 years of contact, for
the first time Islami and Cliristianity
are to meet face to, face for a triai of
faith on an openi, fair, broad fielti.
For the first timie it is to lic n-xainly a
trial of moral strengtli.

The Europe=n nations, which have
planted thieir authority anti civilizatiomi
iii the centre of Africa, anti have gone
there to stay, will not long leave Is-
lain to, propagate itself by sword andi
the slave trato as in tIe past. The
Congo Free Staite-thie very garden of
the continent-is ahready guaranteed
religious liberty. Theso two religions
spanl the continent. If Islam niove
soutliward it wvill lie because it lias
muoral poNver for conqie-st, which Nve
k-now it does not posbess anti nover diti.

Surely,whien th' -Mohiammuiedanl pow-
or ini Europe is cruînibing to pioces;
whien no 'Mohaminietan empire or
petople anywhere is ribing iiito ýsigni-
ficant position or influence, and wvllen
the lending Protestant powers of
Europe are running a ,3harp xiace for
the possession of African territoryV,
andi tht' extension of Chîristian civil-
ization over the' best portions of the
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