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were frequently oppressed. In the days of Napoleon Bonnaparte the
Vaudois were given civil liberty aud the maintenance of the llomish
clorgy was abolished by an imperial decree. The f unds whiel uUp to
this time ivero used for this purpose ivere handed over to the evangel.
i4al pastors. 1814 saw anothor sotback for the Waldensians, when the
King of Sardinia, after Bounaparte's fall, recovered hie authority
The vallcys once more lost their civil rights. The Vaudois came out
to welcome the roturning monarch, but within four months Victor
Emanuel ronewed against them the oppressive edicts.

Such was the condition of the Waldensian Church whiei a few ytars
lator the churclies of iHolland, Prussia, Scotland and England began
to tako an active interest in the religious condition of ltaly. Chris*
tian gentlemen, such as Dr. Gilles and Col. Bockwith, visitedl iii' ral.
leys. The found the pulse of the littie church boating but feebi'.
Such was the inevitable resuit of centuries of the most cruel opple.
sion. Encouragin~ words and active self-denyingclabor on the partoi
brethron from boyond the Alps zr red up a new life in the hleart of the
littie baud, and from. that mnoment, the Waldensian Churcliase gone
-forth conquering and to conquer. In 1831, in Turin, a Protestat
chapel wvas opened at the I'russian embassy, and a Vaudois pastor irli
selected. At the Synod of SL. Jean, 1839, the constitution of the wal.
densian Church was revised on tino basis of the decreos of the Synod of
Angrogna, 1632. In 1848 Charles Albert, ixnmediately after the pro.
inulgation of the now constitution of Italy, placed the Waldensianson
an equal footing with the rcst of hlis subjeets. Thon the hieroic little
church rose in her might. She establiolied hersoîf firmly at Turin, the
capital. From, Turin she moved on to Florence, and £rom Florence to
]Rome. Since 1,170 hcr progress hias been rema.rkable. Miltons 11hun-
dred fold" o'er ail th' Italiaii fields" hias beon. more than realizd,

Lot us stop and consider the tremondous; tas]- this littie communio
places beforo itself. The home or mother c]îurch is confirrd to 'irée
Alpine valleys of Piedmont. In ail Piedinont there are only about
25,000 adhorents. Italy .tself is a sort of foreign mission field to them,
with its 30,000,000 people, held for the most part iii the grau) -if the
most unscrupulous ecclesiastical organization tho world lias ever ser.
To recover ltaly to the pure gospel is the mighty task of the Wal.
dr-nsian (3hurch. Withi lier college at Torre Pollie-e, lier tlieo1ogidt
sehool at Florence, her advanced sehools for girls, and hier prinaî
sehools scatt ered throughi Italy; with hei "l'commission of Italian erau-
golization,-" with its 44 churches, 38 pastors, 8 evçangelists, 67 evan
gelical teachers.* 9 colporteurs, 6 Bible roaders, besides lier 24 MiDis
tors in the vatleys, ste catis upon the evangelical world for its prayerM
its moral support, and its gifts juto the trcasury. We have no rigt
to let her straggle alone. Let the lGth of August, 1889, tiser, bOs
occasionl wben this heroie little church shall recoive a specîaý baptim


