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 Bewaro of false prophets, which come in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are raven-
zwolves. Yo shall know them by thei; fruits. Do men gn§hcr grapes of thorns, or fgs
{thistles? Even so every good tree bringing forth good fruit; but a corrapt tree bring-
g ferth evil fruit. A good trec cannot bring forth evil fruit, noither can a corrupt trow
neg forth good fruit. Every treo that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and
ttinto the fire. Whereforo by their fruits ye shall know them.”
In these words the divine founder of our religion has intimated
16 fact, that false teachers and false systems of religion should arise
the world, which by assuming a fair exterior were likely to de-
ive men who merely observed their ovtward appearance, and that
is disciples would need to be on their guard against them. But he
a3 done more than this. He has laid gown the tests by which suth
achers and such systems are to be judged, viz: by their fruits.—
seertainly as in nature a tree is known by its fruits. whetlier good
rbad, as certainly will these systems be known by their results
pon society.
Now the world presents the spectacle of several syr'«m« adopting
it name of him who uttered these words, and each c¢.. mirg to be
at system which he came to establisn in the world.  O1 thevo, two
eespecially prominent, Popery and Protestantism. Each assumes
ename of Christ’s church, each puts on the appearance outwardly
being his—each in & word “comes to us in sheep’s clothing.”—
1t in reality they are so entirely opposite in their prindi s, that
wonly can be from him, and the other must be frcn ! is cnemy.—
ecovering of the one must be natural, the o hey wnder the mask
sheep's clothing, must cover the rapacity ard violence ot the wolf.
How then are these rival claims to be decided”  llow is_the can-
d enquirer to determine as to their relative merits.  Without de-
iung othor means of judging, we may affirm, that there can be no



