CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE. |

thetn with respeet ond teaderness coupled with fidelity, and iany
will erc long give up their taverns und their grog-gmeeries, and
their distilieries, :

Too mony think lightly an this subject.  Gain is too aweet|
o bo given up reatly.  They pocket the guing of a distil.}
lety, # grocory, & tavrin, with the wmost composure.  Would
they grasp us readily the protreda of a Lrothel, a gambling liouse,
a raca course, or a sifiering tave 7 Pertaps they hesitate here il
but why? ‘Tho meney is stll tho same, it has undergone oo
chango by the hands through which i has passed, « 15 sull s val.
unble, it may be employed 88 aecfudy,  What 15 the difierence
between the wages of sclling o poironnus and penueious hiquid
upd the swages of comnitting any other act which the prinuples
of morality and religion cust never justify ?

It the tsade then cannel be justificd, why is it continued?
Why do many wink ot it? Sarcly in this duy of gospet hght
overy thing should ba avoided that hus the least tendeney to
tetard the duilusion of right principles, to prevent the fornaton of
healthy and virtuous habits, ot ta tyjure, m any degree, the w.
tellectual, maoral, and roligiovs inferests of the community, Yot
such is the cage with the drinking usages of seciety. Perhaps [
¢hall be tald by ency *If I give up the sale of these liquore,
others will step in my place”  Let them deso.  You are a pro-
fessed Clyristian, leave the unholy traffic to the werld. It those
whose principles are purcly sclfish and camnal pursue ther vam
course; but let others, whose minds are opren to convictian, and
who readily respand ta benevolent and refigious considerations,
take a firm and decided stand, and work as stewards who tnust
render an account 1o God.  Difficultics may exist, they must be
susmounted.  Men ay frown, carthly intercsts may appear at
stake; but the path of duty will ever prove the way of safety,
peace, and happiness. ¢ Godhiness is profitable unto all tungs.”
The cultivation and developnient of s prineiples will prove of
mmmense advantage in this life, as well as that which is futurc.
Let there be no hesitation.  The resources of religion will yicld,
what the world ¢an neither give nor take away.

Merchants of every class ! We regpect you, and wish you well,
But wo cannot smile upon that liquor, which so many of you
randle and make 8 gain of. There is evil in all such gum.  Put
the article away—frown upon ite use; shew what principle,
benevolence and religion can do for the public good. Dececitiul,
flattering, and uoprincipled men may smile upon you, and appear
yous friends ; but the good and pious, the salt of the carth, though
courteous aed kind, cannot number you with their friends, nor
view you with that complacency which they smyght otherwiso do.
The decper you are engaged in this trefiic tho moro you sufier
the cstimation of the fuirest part of creation, vou bring a blot wpon
your moral reputation, you diftuse an influence that muy ingure
your own fumily circle, and descond to unborn generations, an
influence pornicious and destructive m it tendeney, Ye that
deal in distilled aud fermented poison, pone r your domngs, and
calmly enynire, whot can jusufy Jhe trafiic ?

1/0signal. J. 1. B.

————

At the request of a Wesleynn friend, wo inscrt the following
M EXPLANATIOND

“ Meruopisy.—Statislics are broyght forward in the English
pap~ts to shew that Wesdevan Methodisin in Eogland is on the
d::ci;nc. while Priniitive .\chxodisn} is greatly on the increase.
The differencee is attributed to hostility manifested by the former
1 tee.totalism, winde the Jatter are wanm advoeates and ardent
promoters of 3t.  “fhe sonverts o teetotalism theow themselves
into this connection.”

The above item, which appeared under the head of * Miscel-
lancous Items” in the last number, had refcrence to iast year—

the prevent conforeuce year shews a net wercose iy the Wesleyan
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bady of 8,000 members; and many of her puniaters, the mest able
and talentoy, aro nmongst tho advacatey of e priwiples of fotal
abslincnce. R DWW,

o~ ——

EBUCATION,

P
OF Fixing the Attention.

A student should labour, by all proper methods, to acquite &
steady fixation of thought.  Alleation & o very necersary thing in
ordes to nnprove oy nunds.  The evidence of troth does not al
way# appear itnmm diately, not s rike the sual ot st sight. J1as
by lony aitention sud im-pection that we arnve at evidence, and
ity for wans of it we judge folscly of many things. We muko
hasie to determine apon a shyhit and & sndden view, wo eonfirm
our gucsses which anwe frem a glanee, we pass o judgment waile
we have but n confused or chscure pereeption, and thos plunga
ourselves into mistakes.  This is like 8 man who, walking in a
miat or bomg at a great distavee from uny vindde object {(supposo
a tree, & 1nun, 8 home, or w church) judres much antiss of the
figure, and stuaton, and colours of i, and sometimes tukes one
for the other ; whereas of ho would but withbold his judpment titt
he came nearer fo ity or stay Bl clearcr light contew, and then
would fix Iux eyes longer upon it, ho would sccure himsclf from
those mistukes.

Now, in order to gain a greater facilty of attention, we may
obseree thevo rules s—

1. Get o good bking to the study or kaawledge you would pus.
sue,  We may sbeerve, thal there is not wuch dificulty in con.
fing the mind to contemplate what we bave o great desivo to
know ; and especally if they arc motters of seuse, or sleas which
paunt thewselves upon the fancy. It s but acquinug a hearty
goed will and resolution to search out and surver the various pro-
perties and ports of such ohjeeis, and our attention will be en.
gaged, if there be any debght or diverston i the study or contem.
plation of them. Therefore mathematical studies have a strango
influcnce towards Lxung the atiention of the mmd, and mving o
sicadiness to @ wandering disposition, because thep deal nuch in
lincs, figures, and numboers, witich afleet and please the rense and
imagination. flistorics have Wl strongr tendeney the same way,
for they engage the sovl by a variety of scusible ocenrrences .
when it hath begun, it knows not how o Jeave off'; it Jongs to
know the final cvent, through a natural caniomty that belongs o
mankind. Voyages and travels, and acconnts of strange countries
and strange appearances, will assist i thy work.  This sort of
study detains the mund by the perpetual occurrence and expecta.
tion of somcthmy new, and that which may gratefully atnke the
tmagination.

1I. Rometimes we may make vse of sengible tungs and cormpo-
real smagrs for the dlustration of tore noliwns swhich are snore
abstracted aud itcllectual. Thercfore dingrams greatly asest
the mind wm astronomy and philosophy . and the emblems of wire
taes and vices may happly teack chiddren, and pleas naly wnpress
thase usefl moral ideas on young nunds, which prritaps might be
conveyed to them with much more difficelty by cre worad und
abstracted discourses.

1 confess, in thus practice of sepresenting morat subjeets by pic.
tures, we should be cauntious lest we so {ar unmerse the mimr in
corporeal nages, ay 1o render it unfit 1 take s on abstracled and
intellectual idea, or cause it to form wroug caneeptions of ymma.
terial things. 'This proctice, therefore, s rather to be used ot
first, in order to get a fixed habit of attention, and it come cuses
only; but it can never be our constant way and -method of pur.
suing all moral, abstracted, and spiritaal themes. ’

111, Apply yoursclf to those studics, and rcad thoss suthors,
who draw out thewr subject inte a perpetual chain of connected
reasonings, wherein the following parts of the discousse are natu.
rally and casily derived from those which go before.  Several of
the mathematical seiences, i nat all, are happily useful for this
purpose, ‘Tlus will render the labour of study delightful to a ra.
tional mind, and will fix the powers of the understanding with
strong aticntion to their proper operations by the very pleasure of
it. Labor ipse rolugxtas i3 a happy propusition wheresoever it can
be applicd.

1V. Do not choos? your constant place of study by the finery
of the prospects, or the most vasious and enterlainag scenes of
sepsible things. ‘£ rouch light, or o variety of objects which
strike the cye or the car, especinlly while they are ever in motion,
or often chunging, have a naturxt ard powerful tendeney 10 steal



