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judgment, tho Sîtorter Catcchism is the most nsterly, compreliensivo, andi
judicious production of that v~enerab1e convention of divines. [t contains :1
collection of divine trutlhs se compendious, just, coniprohiensive and well-con-
nectcd, as is scarcely to, he equaileti in any linian performance. But after
ail, that venerabie Assembiy -%verc notivithout their ieaknesres and mistakces:
and, indccd, they would have been more than men if thcy hafd been frec froui
them. Perfection, in a state of imperfection, is not to ho expccted. '£le dis-
tinctions betwecn tho kingdom of Christ and the kingdomis of this world, anti
the righit of private judgmecnt in matters of religion, they did flot well un(ler-
stand; and with, ait deference to these great mon , 1 amn humbly of opinion,
that their views of religious covenanting Nvere very erroneous, and aise, the

ceoivpis.f proagting the covenanteti uniforinity of religion in that ngo by

Such ivere the limitations witli whieh the Relief Clitrch reccived the West-
minster standards. WVe shall notice themn more feliy aftcrwards. At present,
let us hear Mr. Hutcheson on sonie of the general doctrinal vicws in wvhich
bis Cliurcli coincide entirely with the Confession andi Catechisms:-

"'Man being formned after the image of God, and adorneti wîth bis fair re-
semblance, G0d entereti into a covenant n-iith him, as the public head of' that
nurnerous family who vwere to spri ng from hini, by ordinary generation. Fonr
bis accommodation, Ood placeti him in Paradise, -vhlere lie hadi everything on-
tertaining to the sight andi pieasing te, the taste, under tîme easy restriction of
abstaining from the troc of knowiedge of gooti and cvii; -%vich prohibition
was intendeti te manifest his Creator'sjust anthorîty over him, andi to be the
trial of his virtue andi obedience. A severa threatening was denounceti if lie
transgress ed the royal mandate of Ilcaven: 'In the day thou eatest thereof
thou shialt suroly due.? This thrcat was equally to affect hinm and his posterity.
At the same time, the threatening of death upon transgression impmeti a pro-
mise of life to Adam, and bis posterity, if hoe had performed the condition of
the covenant by yieiding perfect andi persevering obedience during the timie
appointed for the continiuance of bis probationary state. Ilati he kept the co-
,venant ho and his ofl'spring would have been confirmcd, like the eleet augeis,
ia a state of unehangeable gooduess. But being seduceti bv the dcvii, anti
the solicitation of his ,wife, hie tasted the fruit of the prohibiteà trec, and ihence
the source of ail our woe. By the disobedience of this one mnan ail bis poster-
ity are miade guiity. Bcing their federal hecad, by the Divine constitution, the
sin hie committcd. in that ca.Dpaeity is imiputed to themn, anti they are as much
exposeti to illc penal sanction of the covenant as if they had committcd fie

oriina transgression in thieir oNwn persons. The death threatened in that
constitution i-as threefold: temporal, spiritual and eternal. Accordingly,
whcnever Adam sinned ho lost lits spiritual life, the image of Goti, and a
power of living te bim, in bcly obedience. lime seeds of mortaiity were sown
la his constitution, which gradually sprung up andi strengthened in bis franme,
tilt they brouglit hlm to bis original dust; and from the time of bis trans-
gresion, hoe -%Tas exposeti te eternai death.

"lAs by virtue of Adam's federal representation his posterity were consîd-
ered as one person in iaw, w-bat tonk place with him bioits also, w-ith thiem.
The guilt of bis fatal transgression Tvas not ouly chargeti on Mim, but bis soul
was corrupted in alt its faculties. Ilis uaderstanding was darkened, bis w-i
perverteti, and bis aRtectîons mispîsceti. Andi the very same is the situation
of ail bis posterity - tbey have gulit irnpidecl and sin inherent. Adarn's sia 18
inputed to tbem, as ho wasg theirfederal kcad, and corruption of niture is con-
veycd front him te tbem, as their natural root ia the w-ay of ordinary genera-
ion."1

These statements rcspecting the covenant, of works, are followedl by a like
conipentilous view cf the covenant of grace t-

iis botter covenant is, with pecuiliar propriety, callet i e covenant of
grace, hecause gx.ace. Divinely rich andi free, w-as the original spriflg of it. and.


