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Like nost men ivho have attainedl dis-
tinction, -Joseph Arcli is largely indebted
to lis mother, wh'lo tauglit Iiimi both to
roiad and write before hoe was six years of
age, after which lie attended the village
sehool foi' two years, and then -%vent to
work in tie fields for fourpeuîce per day.
Hoe gradually rose until hoe became a
labourer, wlien lie earned the highiest
wages, eleven shillings per %veek.

WVhen about twenty lie married. lis
wife, thougli lossossed, of good. intel-
lectual gifts, lmad miot been favoured Nwitli
sucli an education as lie liad enjoyed.

In tlîeir early married life Mr. and
Mrs. Areli were very î,oor farin labourers,
earning, between -$2.50 and Q4.00 per
wveek. Beimmg «i M)ethodist local preaclier
lus labours took hini froni lafce to place,
and as lie travelled lie hecamne deeffly imi-
pressed withl the degraded condition of the
peopile of his c]ass. His preaehing efflorts
developed lis own mmiid, and in the(, course
of tiîne lie begati to agritate for an iii-
provod condition of thc farin labourers.
Thlis finally resulted lin thc organization
of the Agricultural Labourers' U..nion,
one of the very strongrest labour org-an-
izations in the world. Mr. Arcli, as
president of tlîis union, becaîne one of
thc înost influential mon in England, and
Nw,,S finally elected to parliamnent, of
whieh lie is still a niember. In alI lus
'ivork Mr. Arcli found an intelligent and
loyal assistant iii his wife.

The association lias heen a great boon
to the labourer, whlose wages have in-
creased in conscquence at least fifteen to
twventy per cent., and over 700,000 per-
sons have been assisted te omigyrate.

Joseph Areli 'ivas hrought to a know-
ledgye of the truth as it is in Jesus niainly
through the instrunentality of the Prinîli-
tive Methodists, and lie -was the flrst
niemuber of that denomination Nvlho w~as
elected te parliament. It is said that
,%vili lie began te preacli bis favourito
li<oks ,iere the Bible and the Pilgrini's
Progress. Ho continues te preadli at

every opp(>rtunity and is very i)opulai'
ainomgè the labourinzg portion of the coin-
muniiity. No large gathering %vould ho
conisidered complote if Josephi Arcli 'iras
net t e one of tîxe orators.

At the great mieeting(s lild in Hyde
Park, Londoti, lie is alivays a conspicueus
figîure. One %vas lield a few Jears ago
wlieil 5,000 labourers Nvere preseiît, Nvho
ivere not the least conspicueus aniongy thc
thousands who were present on tliat oc-
casion. But of all 'ivlo addressed the
multitude none cominatded botter atten-
tion thian Josephi Ardu.

"There is,'' says the Lowdou Dailit
Graphie, " a tinge of iî-ony iii the fate
which miakes Josephi Aroli the parlia-
nientary representative at once of those
iii the lowest as welol as the higlicst walks,
cf life, for tlie honourable memu'iiber, who
wias at one tine a famous hiedger and
ditcher of his county before lie tookz te
learning and chanipioningr the clainîs of
lus cass, sits in l)arlianieiut eflually as tlîc
representative of tho Labourer and the
Prinice,-thie Saxidringlhin estates of the
Prince cf WVales being witliin his division.
The introduction of tlîe Parisu Counoils
Bill-tie creation cf anottuer very dis-
tin guishied Metliodist, Sir Henry Fowv-
1er-marks Mr. Joselpli Arcli's day cf
triumnpl. For forty years lie lias worked
for tho ad'iancemient of lis class, and ap-
parently that class is noir sonietluing like
a power iii the Land. His liride in tlie
bill ahnost exceeds bis pride in hiaving
the Prince of WVales as a constituent.

1'Tue bull is a great stuide iii the riglut
direction, sir "-ivitli a slap on bis kniee.
ceIt is goiing to revolutionize our villaqges;
it will cive Engclanid back lier vanislied,
poasantry, anud add immonsely to the pros-
perity of the country. These are surely
great things te set agrainst the loss cf their
influence by the squire and the parson,
wluo have squandered away thueir chances
of bimîding the labourer te their interests
by assiïtingr tlîe farmer te, grind hinui into
tîxe dust."

THE ]?RESENT CRISIS.
XVe are livinig, we are 'INvelling iii a grand and awful tinie,
Iin 11aiC on1 ages tehling, te lie living is sublime.
Hark ie Ic%,aking up of nations, Gog and 2Magog te the frav,
Hark 1 wliat soundeth ? 'Tis eceation groaning for its latter dtay.
\Vill j'o play, thoen, %vili ye dally, with y-our mnusic aud your wvine?
Up, it is Johovahi's rally, God's ow'n ariai liatli noed of thile!
Hark ! the eniset, Nvill vo fold yeur faithi-clad arms iii lazy lock ?
Up O ulp, thoil droNvsyV soldier I Worlds are dharging te tlîo shock.
Worlds ar'e cliaig-liea%-en beliolffing ; thon liast but an lueur te figlit;
Kowi the blazomîo'Il cross iiiifoldliim on, riglît, onward foi' the righlt
On ! let ail the seul '1iiiî yen Lo the truth's sake go abi'oadr
Strike I lot every nerve and simîe'iv tell on1 ages, tell for Ced!

-Bish1op Cox.

The pre8ent


