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Useftil arts paved the way te the fine arts. Men upori tw.hum thé~
forruer had bestowed every convenience, turned their thoiughts te
the latter.' B Dauly was studied in objects of sight ; and imen'o< taste
attached theinseIh es te the fine arts, iwbich multiplied their enjoy-
iiints, au. improved their benevolence. Sculpture and Vaintiiig
made an early figure in Greece ; which afferded plenty of original
to be copied in these imitative arts. Statuary, a more simple intita-
tien than paintinig was soouer brought te perfection : the statue ot
Jupiter by Phîidias, and of Juno bv-Pelyclete.s, thutigl the admnira-
tion c>f ait the vorid, wvere executed long before the art of liglit arnd
iiace was knnwii. Apollodorus, and Zt±uxis, bis diâciple, ivho flou-
rishcd in the ninety flfth Olympiad, were the first îvhe llgured iii
that art. Anotiier cause concurred te advance statuary before paint-
ing in Greece, and thatwias a great <lerand for statues of tlicir goas.
Architecture, as a fine art, made a slower progress. Proportions,
upon which its elegance chiefly dependsq, cannot bc accuratciy ascer-
tained, but by an itifuity of triais in great buildings ; a niodel cannot
be relicd on:- for a large and smail building, even of the saine Ibrîn.
require difféent proportions. The Romans borrowed the fine arts
fromn the Greekâ ; but it cannot be said duit thcy improved upoit
thein.

From the fine arts we proceed to literatuire. Evcry icnoivn alpha-
bet bears sirong mmarks of' derivation froin otie cominon source.
wlience Egypt, Syria, and Assyria, band ail profiteid before its acivail-
tages %vere known te the rest of' the world. Accor<)ing to the re-
portsî most generally received, among the Gree<s, letters ivere firsi
introduced into their Country by a colermy of orientals, îvho founded
Thebes ini Bueotia ; and the very near resemblance of the first
Grck Alphabet tu the Plienicians, indeed sufficientlytestiies whence
il' carne. The name of Cadnius, by %vhicb the leader of the colony
hecame kuowni to posterity, signified, it has been obîlerved, in the
Plienciau language, an easterfi =aii andi tillthei overielniuig irrupt-
tion of the Boetians fro-m ThessaIy, about sixty years (according to
Thucidides,) afîe.r the Trojau war, the country was cafled Cadmeis,
and the people Cadineians. But there is stroiig renasou to suppose,
th;a in the early ages, the difference of language over Asia. Africm
and Europe, as far as the inhiabitants of those -.%es are known to
us, was b~ut a difference of' dialect ; and that the people of Greece,
Phenicia and Pýypt, muually understood eacb other. N-ýor duesany
âsrcumstance in the history of the Greciain peoiple appeur more dif-
ficult. to account for, eveu in conjecture, tlhau the superierity, fornit
and polish which their speech acquired, in aa -age beyond tradition.
ani in circtuustances apparently most unfavoumble. "l For it was
amid continual einigration, expuxlsions3, mixtures of various hordes;
andl revolutions of every kind, thât was forined that lariguage, se
simple in its armaicuy, of Sucb couiple. art in its cu~c Itýt Ud in-
flexion, of such clearness, force and elegance in ils contexture, and
of sucb !singular sweetness, 'iariety, harmony, auid manjesty in its
%ound." Already in the time- of' Homer auci Iesiod, wýho, as vve
bave already hirted, lived long before writinq tvas comnon, we ttk


