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TIHE CONFESSIONAL.

Wo have lately met with an interesting pamphlet
from the English press, on Clerical celibacy and the
Confessional, being a letter addressed to a Protest-
ant gentteman by the Rev. P. McLachlan. The
following extract from it, on the Confessional, is
particularly commended to the carefu} perusal of
oyr Protestant readers.

¢t We Catholics believe, (and observe, if you
plerse, that I am merely propounding not proving
onr doctrines)--we Catholics believe that Christ
left to the pastors of his Church the power of for-
giving and retaining sin ;: we velieve this power to
be of a judicial nature, that is, that those who pos-
sess itact the part of a judge, and exert this power,
or exert it not, as in their conscience they deem it
expedient for the glory of God and the grod of|
souls. They can forgive sins—but only the sins
of those who are truly penitent, and otherwise truly
disposed : they can forgive sins—but not at random
nor capriciously —for they must know what those
sins are for which forgiveness is implored. Now,
the sins of the penitent, and the inward dispositions
of his soul, they can learn only from the penitent
himsclf. Hence on him devolves the duty of de-
claring his guilt, of expressing his sorrow—of|
vowing fideiity to Almighty God for the time’to
come. And this is confessiou! What is there, 1
pray vou, so mischiecvous in this? To confess our
sins, is merely to declare that we have broken the
law of God on such and such occasions. Sin, you
know is a violation of God’s law. Now, we say
nothing in secret to our Father Confessor which
the Almighty, when he gave his law did not say
publickly to the whole world. ~ We hear nothing
in the confessional which we read not of in the
Bible.

Yetobject, nevertheless, to the confessional, and
you style it ¢ dangerous” the steps that lead to it.
You wouldrabolish it altogether : or if you failed
in this, vou would not suffer females to approach it
nntil they had rcached the thirty-sixth year of their
dge  Your angiety for the abolition of a practice,
admitted by all those who know anything at all of
it to be muost salutary, shows that, on subjects con-
nected with Cathelic theology, you have much to
learn : ‘vade your being able to point out the pre-
cise ace when females are beyond temptation
vroves that, in some respeets, you have attained a
dezree of knowledge of which sio ancient ot mod-
ern phitosopher could bsast. )

Bat, Sir, I protest ag.iust the whole of your rea-
soning on this point : 1t is sadly erronequs. So far
fvom the steps of the. confesstonal being dangerous
I maintain that they lead to virtue's path.  Confes-
sion is rot, 1 assure you Sir, that sciiool of vice and

axmorality which the orators of Exetes Hall have

S
difficult task more easy to him.

8,

long represanted it to the Protestant public of Bri-
tin. Peoplo go to confession, not to commit new
sins, but to declare and deplore their past iniquities;
people go to confession, not to talk of the news of
the day, or of family affairs, or indeed of anything
clse but their sius and the concerns of their souls.
You have heard that, at confession, all sorts of ques-
tions are put to young persons ! you are told that
every family secret is revealed to the Father Con-
fessor, Now vhe truth is, that penitents are strictly
forbidden to mention, in confession, the names of
any person whatever—to speak of anght but theit
own spiritual concerns, and to confess other than
their own sins.  As to the priest asking questions,
although he is of course instructed, rs he ought to
be, inall that pertains ¢o hisoffice, he is uot bound
to ask any question whatever: and he does ask
questions only when, from the ignorance of the
penitent, or some other cause of that kind,*he feels
himself compelled to do it ; and hedees it then
olely to help the penitent, and to rendera niost

These, Sir, are facts; and, by consulting any of

our Catholic books of instruction which speak of

this subject, you will find that 1 have stated them

fairly.

I will be iold, perhaps, that there is much inde'i-

cacy in young females making cértain disclosuves
to young unmartied men.
swer i that of the young females who frequent the

To this my first an-

“steps”’ of the Confessional, very few have such

disclosures to make as they need be ashamed of ;
sccondly, that, even in the worst cases, there js
much less indelicacy in disclosing the wouunds of

the soul to the spiritual physician, than in making
known the iufirmities of the body to him whose

profession 1t is to cure them. You feel no indelica-
ey in placing this young lady or that, when cir-
cumstatices require it, under the care of a st rgeon.

He puts questions to her ; he sees her, hefecls her,

he examines her; he returns again and again to
study the symptous, and at his leisure he draws his
conclusions : yet the world censures him not.—
Now, is the surgeoa crrcumspect, or more discrect
than the priest? Is he more conscientiou:? more
honorable ? more Godfearing ?
the priest be condemned, when the surgeon is ac-
quitted ? or why should that he reckoued indelicate

If not, why shouid

in the one which isnot reckoned equally indelicate
in the other? 1Is not the soul more precious tnan
the body? or, should we not be as anxions wosave
the eternal life of the one as the health of the other ?

But there is danger in going to confession—yes,
danger, I suppose to youag ladies. Let us see.*

*The ery about the danger of the confessional is compara-
tiveiy of very recent date, and owes its origin, perhaps, i0 poli-
tical-rather than to religious bigotry, It was raised by the
W higs, some years ago, to drive Don Carlos from Sprin, and
by the Tories to expel Lord Melbournc and Ins fneids from



