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ry laborious, the cost of cenveyance from one station 1o another
*0n oxhausts his resources, and it must be remembered that
evary farthing ho expendsis derived from the revenues of a
poor and distant diocese. Lately, however, a small smin of
money has been grantod by the government towards the sup-

ort of a chaplain in several mditary stations in Brtish North
America. In all these places the ecclesiastical authorities have
congregations to depond on for their suppost, but as the labours
of the Priestin Borinuda are principally devoted to Her Mujes-
1y's servye’s, 1 amnot withont hope that in ext. ding the prin-
ciple to islands so peculiatly situated, a Liberal Jllowance will
be granted, for the pricst here is emphatically the unpaid chaplan
of *u almost exclus’vely military congregation.

Buat any grant which we might reasonably oxpect from the
government would be totally inadequate to supply the wants of
the mission. YWe have no chureb, no bunal ground, no place
of residence for the priest, no facilities for visiting the dJiffercnt
stations, and no place but the open air in which wecould con-
veniently eatechise our poor Catholic children. In the whole
iz'.nd we have not an inchof ground we_can call our own, and
building materials are so difficult to be procured, and so expen-
sive, that the erection of anything like a suitable place of wor-
ship in any of tho stations that we visit must be left te the work
ot time, or rather to the wise disposal of him who sees.all our
wants, and who knows bes. how to supply them.  From Hali-
fax we can expect hittle or nothing, for there are no less than
nineteen or twenty uufinished churchesin the diocese clajming
vastly more than can be expended upon them out of 1ts Blight
revenues ; and then the number of Priests required to give the
the people an opportunity of attending to their religious duties
isza grent, cowpared with the means at the Bishop’s dispueal
that the vontinuance of a Jarge outlay upon such a mission as
Bermuda cannot fairly be demanded, nay, 1s practically impos-
sible.

But suppose the priest must abandon the mission, what will
be the condition of our poor Catholic Brethren in the Bermu-
das?  Surrounded by sccts hose religion is of a character, in
whose bosoms hatred of Catholicity has been instilled by lying
bocks and interested teachers, without hearing their own reli-
gion explained, or sceing it exemplified, is there not much rea-
son to fear that many of them may sink into that fatal system
30,00 sence—1that rampart hberty of opinion—that recklessness
which spurns every religious authonity, with no priseiple of
consertatism but its hatred of our holy Church, which appears
tobe a natural developement of the Reformation.  And apain,
:Fthe Priest will be cumpelled to abandon the mission, inde-
pendently of these considerations, what a painful stroke wili it
give to the hearts of the faithful!  Who will bapuse their
chiliren® What consulativn is left to the sick and the dying?
Who will eall our breth, on Yogether, and remind them of their
eulizatines as children of the Chureh? Who will pronouncs
the mysterious words whilst he extends his hand over
the head of the sianer whose conscience is deeply burden-
ed? Who will offer up the Holy Sacrifice in their presence
to propitiate heaven in their behalf?  Who will remind thém of
these solemn and impqrtant truths of retigion which under the
most favorable circumstances we are but 100 apt to forget 1—
Painful—painful in trath would be the separation of the Priest
$rom his desolate flock 1 the Bermudas. |

The vear of 1843 is wellremembered here, During that yearl

the yellow fover liad found ts way intv the Bermudas.  Sol.
divrs and civiians were mdiscrnninately attacked by the disease
So dreadful were the ravages among tho mulitary, that at one
time n the two battalions of the twenticth only two officers
were found fit fur duty. ‘The hospital scemed but a resting
place between the burracks and the grave.  Su fearful was tie
mortahty, that the convicts were engaged to dig tur the pour
soldier a final restng place. Some of the scenes ealubued o
ho hospilal, as relaicd to mo by an eyo witness, were buth

shocking and mournful in the extreme. There might be secu
the Irish suldier twisting snd wrihingin lus bed wath inexpres-
sible agony, during his fits of delintum calling for lus father, hus
mother, his orothers, his sisters, and lus friends. Long forgot-
ten associations awoke as it were unbidden, and he talked ot
home, of green ficlds, und of Lite companions of his earlier days,
and with a ghastly smile on his haggard faco ho scemed as if
he were in Ireland once more, surrounded by those whom ho
loved and revered. Again with a wild, hysteric laugh hie shout-
cd out that the priest whom he had sent for was coming at last,
and he called upon his comrades to hurry him on, little thinking
that the pricst and he were separated by the wide ocean, untl
at length he sank down, wasted, exhausted, and breathless—a
corpse. Day after day such scenes might be scen repeated,
and day after day did the well paid Protestant chaplain stand
over the grave of the Irish Catholic soldier to repeat the buriai
service of the Established Church, knowing well that if the cold
clay before him had a tongue to speak it would have spurncd
his vfficiousness, and despised his inconsistency  Such scencs
may occur again, and although not to an cqual extent, they
have been of frequent occurrence.  ‘Th2 Pricet himself roay fail
a victim, but if the charity of the faithful will give some per-
manency to the mission 1t Bermuda—if he could once see the
spire of his little church surmounted by a gilt cross shining
the hot sun of this delicious climate, he will forget his dangers
and his solitude in his warm gratitude to those who have bless-
ed his sight with that long-looked for object.

Joux NucenT, Catholic Priest.

TO THE ED:.ITORS OF THE CROSS.
GENTLEMEN,

Your allusion last week, so just and so pithy, to
the general conduct of Protestant parsons in t mes
of contagious disease, has considerably annoyed
some of the Pharisees here. They have concoct-
ed a miserably lame defence in one of the most ly-
ing of theirorgans. But they shall not be suffered
to escape in this cowardly manner. The ground
they stand upon is rotten, and cannot support them
for a week. I think you would do a service to the
community by publishing the celebrated Pastoral
of Bishop Whately, of Dublin, which was ad-
dressed to the Protestants at the time of the
Cholerain 1832. Iregret I cannot find a copy of
it, or I would send it to your office with a request
for publication, However, it is notorious that his
Grace distinctly told his flock, that they had o
right, when dying of cholera, to send for their clers
gyman or expect that he could expose himself and

his family to danger on their account! I defy
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