one of tho solilest men of the place.
Tiliere is now o third general store, A.
13. Piuco. formerty of Pineco & Merrick,
proprietor. The firm opened  at
Griswold this year, and have since dis-
solved. Mr. Merrick continuing in Vir.
den and Mr. Pinco here. Mr. G. Mc-
Ewen s tho local hardware man, o
has been hero a number of years aud
is now building a new store 24x45 for
his Increasing trade. Hb unlso dealain
furniture, thio upper floor of his now
premises bLeing  Intended for that
stotk, J.E. Humphrey opened out last
spring with agood stock of furniture
which he has recently replenished. He
buys largely and imports direet from
tho cast., Hb is also dgent for the
Deering harvesting machinery. W. J.
McComb Is agent for the MecCormick
and githier firms. A. D. Chisholm handles
lumber for the Assiniboine Lumber Co.
of Brandon, and also buys grain. Dayid
Black s landlord of the Splers hotal,
a very fine building, and at this season
{ull of business. Dr. Iicks' drug storo
Is also in this DLlock. A handsomo now
school has just been completed at Gris-
wold at acost of over $3,000. It is
licated Dy hot ain, has basement full
slze and is a most complete and up-to-
dute cducational instituton. Some of
the wealthlest farmers in Mauitoba
are rosidents of the Griswold district,
and most of them made tleir money
right hero on tiecir farms. 1t is not
wise, oven il it were within the scope
of this letten to glve figures showing
what many famns.in Western Maniteo-
ba-wiine. i1 ¢cl cash from th.8 yoar’s
crop nlone. But it Is not exaggera-
tion to =ay that men have relurned
from the Xlondyke with no moro thou-
sands. It Is also well to remember
that these farmers were already wel
fixed. and this year'’s prefits do not go
to wipe out any ol scores. Bat that
Is “by the way,”

OAK LARE.,

It has been jokingly said tbat this
town Is so-called, becauso it has no
onks ar d there is no lake within cight
or ten miles. It Is however, a pretty
spot admirably situated for sholter
and for <charm of surroundings
on slightly rolidng lana with elunps of
poplar scattersd all round, and while
the sand nllls may run unpleasantly
close, they hnve provented the de-
struction of marh of the smadl trecs
in thie little Luflsg which dot the
ground, as It has not been cleared
away for farming purposcs. Qak
Lak2 Is always a bright little town,
whetler from its sunny situation, the
nature of Its business men or bLoth,
It has Improved rapidiy in the last
Jew yeaxs and Is as good & town as
thexe is In the west for its size. There
axe three clevators here and last year
tho total graln hiandled here and at
Routiedge, where Lelteh  Bros. buy
whoat, was 460,000 ushels,. Thls

THE COMMERCIAL -

year the hall storm knocked out [ully
4,000 acres, causing o loss of 70,000
or 80,000 bushels of wheat, The yield
Is less also, not belng a greater gver-
age than 02 ou 18 bushels. The
total tributary to Oak Lake is not
aexpeeted to exceed 300,000, of which,
probably. 25,000 to 30,000 will be doe
livered at Routledgoe. Over lalf of
the wheat is.now in, ‘This market g
always a partlcularly strong one and
an lmportant factor is Leitely Bros.’
large mull of 250 barrels capacity,
which requires 1,100 bushels eveory
twenty-four liours to keep it golog,
This enterprising firm- hap built vp a
lorge business and established a high
reputation for the flour they manue
facture. Thoy find 2 market both
east and west but ship mostiy to
Ontario and Quebec, There are four
general stores in Oak Lake., Wm.
Thompeon, on¢ of the pioneers, has
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I8 o good stcek country south of tho
Lake,
VIRDEN.

This western town has become a
business centre of no mean proportionsz,
in the past few years and holds its
trade well though railway building
has of Jate years cut off tributavy
terrltory, and some of the best of it
too, both north and south. The moany
handsome stone.and brick blocks and
residences glve an air of solidity to
the town that fmprosses a  viitor
well.  Most of the stores have plate
glase fronts, adding considerably to
thelr attractiveness. There have been
considerable Improvements and addi-
tlons to residential properties this
year and the dealers say that thero
kave been fmmense quantities of Yum-
ber and bullding materials sold to
thie farmers during the season. Thero
s not been much exteusion of busi-

~ ROW OF GRAINN ELEVATORS

This is a familiar scenc in Manitoba.  The cut shows the row of Grain Elcvators zt Plum Coulee stations
and i« an indication of what muy be scen at almost every railway point in Manitoba.

boen oul of thie hotet business for
some timo and carries a geod general
staek., Artler Thompson & Co. have
a stere crammngd full of goeds and are
deing a rushing trade. A. Camoron &
Co., have also a large stock and John
White makes up tho fourth. The lat~
ter talks of seliing cut. R. Hood car-
tics a stock of groceries and crockery,
ete, and kecps the postoffice. C. E.
Auderson & Co. Nayo a good hardwiure
stock, Thore Is also 2 harness maker,
Joweler, tallor, and severai other small
businesses, bosides two! butcher shops,
two bakers, otc. Tho Leland hoted, a
well known and popular house, is get-
tiug all the trado wlile the Thomp-
sun house Is belng romodeled and ci
laxwed. When it I8 completed it wwill
be double in sl2o and greatly lme
proved, no pains being spared to make
it a first~class house, Cowsiderable
cattle Vusiness is dono hero and there

ness premises. The principal improve-
ment has been at Frame & Milled's
hardware store, which tdiey have ox-
tended and remodeled, having put ia
a brick frout and plate windowa.
This firm carrics a large and varied
stock of hardware, bailding material
aud lumber and having Ocen jong es-
tablished, do a splendid trade. ‘The
two other hardware firms of J. -A.
Schoenan & Co., aml Wyatt & Co.,
Lave also large stocks and are classs
cd a5 solld business, men. There havo
Leen some changes in general business
this yeaxr in Virden. W. J. Wilcox
now handles his large new etore alone,
Mr Ramsay having retired.  Jos. A.
Merrick also continues alone, the firm
of Pinco & Merrick having been dlse
solved, Mr. Pluco taking.over the Gris-
wold buslness. There are two other
general stores, Be Meek, and MeLunan,
& English, being the proprictors. Miss



