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TEAS, SUGARS, WINES, LIQUORS and GENERAL GROCERIES
CORNER PRINCESS AND BANNATYNE STREETS, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.
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WHOLESALE JEWELER,

Manufacturer and Importer of

Watches, Diamonds,

Jewelry, Clocks, Etc.

Tools, Mdaterial,

Erc, Erc °®

Prices guaranteed as low as any House in
Canada. Write for quotations, Call
and see us when in tho City.

433 and 435 MAIN STREET.

W. F. DOLL,

Tocking Lovely.

A ropresentative of Tur ComuERcIAL, who
made a trip over the Canadiaun Pacific early
last week, found vhe prairie country ber veen
Winnipeg and the mountains looking just tove-
ly. Seldom, if ever, has the prairie region
presented a more ecnchanting appearance.
Everywhere the cout -y is fresh and green,
and all nature seems w smile. The prairie
flowers seem more beautiful than in past years,
the bluffs of trees have apparently taken on a
deepor green, the grass is making a good
growth, and most important of all, the crops
everywhere promise an abundant yield. Not
since 1882 at least has the country presented a
more inviting appearance; and the writer
makes this statement from knowledge gained
by a trip through the country about every year
since the date pamed.

This favorable coadition is of courss dua to
the timely showers which the country has this
year epjoyed. In the territorics heavy rains
had fallen all along the line at intervals during
the two or three weeks previous, and pools of
water were observed in the depressions in the
prairic and tho ditch along the railway. At
Mcose Jaw there were ponds of water in the
streets. In the Medicine Hat district the
ground has received a thorough soaking. The
district about Swift Current and Maple Creck
appeared to be the least favored as to the rain-
fall. In some sections of the Territorics tho
rains came too late to enzare a heavy yield, but
some good fields of -grain were observed, and
splendid samples of vegetables wero shown. At
Medicine Hat samples of wheat and barley
fully headed out and of fairly good length of
straw were shown,

In Manitoba everywhere, with the oxcoption
of a atrip extending eastward from Portage la
Prairio, the country looked fio. The r =
have not been heavy enough to fill the slougas,
but therc has been ample for the crops. After
the acries of dry years cxperienced of late, it
will probably take several wot seasons to restore
the lakes and ponds to their former condition.
However, the ditches and depressions in the
prairic show considerable surface water in
places. Exception, as noted above, is made of
a atrip of country, commencing at Portage la
Prairio and extending eastward some miica,

The recent rains appear to have passed over
this district, and the country has rather a dry
appearance. There are somo ,good ficlds of
grain, but others show the effect of drought.
It is understood that later in the weok this
district was visited by rain.

The grass has made good progress, and
though it will not be a heavy crop, it will be
considersbly better than last year. The grass
will require another fairly wet year to recover
its former luxuriant growth, as the root has
apparently been impaired by the dry seasons of
the immediate past. Tho stand is thio, and a
large area will bave to be gone over to get the
required quantity of hay, Even thenit is like-
ly that some farmers will have to use straw to
some extent for feed. At any rate, the lesson
of last winter will no doubt teach farmers to
hold over their straw, instead of buraing it
immediately after threshing, as bag been the
improvident custom in the past.

Along the road settlers were busy breaking
new land, and a considerable arca of prairie
has already been plowed up. The rains have
kept the land in good shape for breaking., In
o few instavces it was noted that farmers had
commenced cutting hay.

Modicing Hat.

Medicine Hat the principal town of western
Assiniboia, has improved slowly but steadily
during the last few years. The number of
business places has not been materially in.
creased, but a change is noticeable in the better
class of buildings which are gradually replacing
the hastily constructed stores and dwellings
which have dene duty eince the establishment
of the town. The business men of Medicine
Hat arcof a friendly and progressive disposition,
and they work together for the gereral good.
As a community they are always putting forth
cfforts for tho advancement of the place, and
if the Hat does not become a great city, it will
not bo the fault of the residents, who arc cer-
tainly doing everything in their power to secure
tho prosperity of their town and district. The
sitnation of the town, at tho crossing by the
Canadisu Pacific of the South Saskatchewan
river, gives it advantages nobt possessed by
many growing weatern communities, It is also
&n important division townof the G. P\ R., and

has railway machine shops, round house, etc.
In the district stock-raising is carried on to
a considerable extent, and the industry is ox-
panding. This year there has been plenty of
rain, and the crop outlook is good. The rail-

way people, under the direction of Mr, Niblack, '

divisional superintendent, have surrounded the
depot building with a beautiful flower and veg-
etable garden, which is the admiration of pas.
sengers goiog through on the railway. A large
variety of plants and shrubs are growing luwu-
riently in the garden, givicg an inviting aspect
to the surroundings. A fine new hospital
building was completed and occupied last
spring, a work which was also undertaken
Iargoly through the efforts of Mr, Niblock.

In matters of business there has not beer
much change of late. H. S, Scatcherd, hard-
ware, sold out recently to F. H. Dowding, who
recently arrived from Ontario, and decided to
locate at the Hat. S. 8. Lloyd, shoemaker,
formerly of Canmore, has slso recently located
here and has opened u shop in his line. He
contemplates putting in a stock of bootsand
shoes, in addition to doing custom work.

The American Hotel is about to change hands,
Mr. Cowles, tho present lesseo, being about to
retite. The hotel is being overhauled from
cellar to garret. Now flocrs are being laid,
now plastering throughout, new furniture will
be put in, and two large sample rooms are be-
ing prepared. WWhen the hofel comes under
new management, as it_will shortly, it will be
in firat-class shape.

A writer in the Dry Goods Bulletin says of
the present fur trade situation: ‘“The early
opening of a masnufacturing fur season kas not
within our recollection shown greater promise
than is noticed in this branch of trado at
present. The demand for shoulder capes fast
year and the belief in an increased sale the
coming season have made this little gatment a
most important ¢ne to manufacturing furricrs.
Sealskin makers are likewise busy on jackets,
wraps, and other small garments, the outlook
for the salo of which is excellent. Thero have
been many new styles introducdd, Tho men
are out on the road and doing well. Thefur
trade has causo for congratulation aver the
outlock,”
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