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Looking Lovoly.
à representative of Tus COMMERCIAL, who

madle a trip ovor the Canadian Pacifie early
last woek, fcund rie prairie country ber veon
%Vinnipog and tho meuntains looking juat îove-
ly. Seldom, if ever, bas the prairie region
presented a noe enchanting appoarance.
Everywhere the COUL -V in fresh and green,
and all nature seerns ~o stalle. The prairie
fiowers seem more beautiful than in past ycars,
the bluffa cf trocs bave apparently taken ou a
deeper green, the grass in making a geod
growfb, and nîcat important cf all, the cropa
overywbere promise an abundant yielci. Net

ince 1882 at lest has tie country preaented a
more inviting appearanco; and tie writer
makea this atateinent (rom knowledge gaiued
by a trip tbrough the country about every year
since tho date named.

This favorable condition is cf course due ta
thu timely showers which the country bas this
year enjoyed. In the territaries hc-avy raina
had (allen ail along the lUno at intervals during
the two or thre iveks previcus, and pools cf
wator werc observcd in the depreasions in thc
prairie snd the ditch along the railway. At
Lirose Jaw there were ponds of water in the
streots. In tho Medicine Rat district the
ground bas received. a thcrougli soaking. The
district about Swift Current and Maple Creck
appeared ta bo the leaat favored as to the ram.-
fall. Iu some sections cf the Territaries the
raina came tac late ta emn2dre a heavy yiold, but
some gond fields cf -grain were observed, and
splendid samplescf vegetables wero sbown. At
Medicine Hat samples cf wheat and barloy
fully beaded ont ad cf fairly gond length cf
straw wero ahcwn.

In Manitaba everywboe, witit the exception
cf a atrip extending oaatward frem Portage la
Prairie, the countýry locked fine. Tho r sa
have net been bcavy enough ta fili the eI0Ub*158
but thora bas been ample fer the crops. Af ter
tho series cf dry yeara experienccd of late, it
will probably take noveral wet seos ta reatore
thc lskca and ponds te their former condition.
However, the ditches and deproasiena in the
prairie show considerablo surface watcr in
places. Exception, as notod aboya, is made cf
a strip cf country, comcng at Portago la
Prairie and extending eaatward somo miles.

The recent raina appear to bavo passcd over
this district, and the country has rather a dry
appeerance. There aro sonme <gond fields of
grain, but others show the effect of drouglit.
It le underatood that later in the weok this
district waa visited by raim.

The grass lias made good progreas, and
thougb it will not be a hcavy crop, it wvill be
considerably botter than last year. The graus
wil require another fairly wet year te recover
ita former luxuriant growth, as tho root bas
apparently been impairod by the dry seasons of
tho immediato past. The stand in thin, and a
large area will bave ta bo gons over to got the
required quantity of hay. Even thon it in like-
ly that somoe farmera will have te use straw ta
smre extont for feed. At any rate, the lesson
cf lent wiDter will no doubt teacli farmer8 ta
hold over their straw, inatead of burning it
immediately after threahing, as ha-i been the
improvident custom in the past.

.Along the road settiers wore busy breaking
new land, and a considerable ares, of prairie
bus already been plowed up. The rains have
kept the land in gond shape for breaking. In
a few instances it was noted that (armera had
coinmenced cuttiog hay.

M&lloine IRat.
Medicine Rat the principal town cf western

IAssinibola, bas improved alowly but ateadily
during tho last few yeara. The number of
business places bas nlot been materially in.
ecased, but a change is noticeable in the botter
class of buildings which are gradually replacing
the hastily constructed stores and dwellings
wbtcb bave donc duty eince the establishiment
cf tho town. The busine-sa mon cf Medicine
Hat are of a friendly and progressive disposition,
and they work togetber for tho general1 good.
ýAs a conimunity tbey are always putting forth
efforts for tho advancemeut cf the place, and
if the Hat dosa not heomme a great city, it will
net bo the fault cf the residents, wbo arc cor.
tainly doing ovorything in tbeir power ta seouro
the proaperity cf thoir town and district. Tho
situation cf the town, at tho crosaing by the
Canadian Pacifia cf the South Saskatchewan
river, givea it advantagea net pouemsd by
many growing western communities. It 18 also
au important division towliof the (J. P. R., and
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bas railway machine sbops, round house, etc.
lu the district stock-raising ls carried ou to

a co nsiderable extent, and the indu8try is ex-
panding. This year there has bee:i plenty cf
rmin, and the crop outlook is gond. The rail-

va'y people, under tho direction cf Mfr. NibiocLk,
divilsional, supetintendent, have surrounded the
depot building with a beautiful fiower and veg.
etable gardon, whiob la the admiration cf pas
songers going *through on the railway. A Iarg-j
variety cf plants and ebrubs are growing lu\u.
riontly in t ' b gardon, givirg au inviting aspect
to tho surrondings. A fine nuw ho8spital
building was completed and occupied lest
spring, a work whicb was aise undertaken
largoly tbrough the offerts cf Mr. Nihlock.

In matters cf business there bas fot beLr
much change cf late. 1H. S. Scateherd, liard-
w8XO, seld out recently ta F. H. flowding, who
recently arrived fronm Ontario, and dfecided te
locate at tho. Rat. S. S. Lloyd, shoeinaker,
formerly cf Canmore, bas &as recently located
bord and bas opcned a aboli in hie lino. Ho
conteînplates putting in a stock cf boots and
ahocs, in addition ta doing customs work.

The Amorican Hotel is about ta change hands,
Mr. Cowles, the present lcaaeo, being about te
retire. The botel is being overhauled froni
collar to garrot. New fiocra are being laid,
now plastering tbroughout, new furniture will
ho put in, and two large sample rooms are ho.
irg preparod. lVhea the botel cornes under
new management, as it. will ahortly, it will be
in firat-cîsas shape.

A writcr in tho Dry Gols Btuletin saya cf
the preaent fur trade situation - "The early
opeuing cf a manufaturing (tur season has net
within aur recollection abown greater promise
than in noticed iu this brandi cf trado at
presont. The demand for shouidcr capes last
ycar and tho beliof lnuan increased sale tho
coming season b'ave made this little gai nient a
mnost important c.no to mauufacturing furricra
Sealakin makera arc likewisie buay on jackets,
wraps, and othor amali garments, the outlook
fer the sale cf whicb is excellent. Thero haro
been many now styles intreducl. he men
are cut on the road and dcing wvell. The fer
trado bas cauzos for congratulation oror the
outlopk,"


