THE ORITIXC.

CHILD FANCIES,

Two wide bluo eﬁ'en ovaded sleep, tu-nl,‘ht
Twa lida that will not fali, diacluo tho l\;fﬂ.
Of werry thoughta, A busy little braln
1o troubiles], atd thero conies a raln

U eager questious,

Tho light's turnedd off =1 ralso tho Ulind, Tho eky

In1ich with millfon diamond lghta, sod high

‘The harvest tmoon is hung, The fields aro baro,

Wolaugh and say ** Dauio Enrth hins cut her hale,*
Wee maid and I,

But Jouds are reolding off the moon to bed

Tu surly haste, Thetodroops a drowsy head

As all tho glad sky-gloriesd \plmr s

' Ite datk,” the weo mald cries insulden fear,
** Has God turned off tho stars

——t < > Greree
THE PEOPLE IN MARS,

There are peoplo living la Mars, they say,

Evjoying the leate of a lunger *’enr.
And astarrier nlght and a sunnier da{.

And steadier cﬁmntea than we havo here.
Aro thelr wioters blighted by want and woe—

Thelr sumnmers by pestilance, plaguo and thunder ?
Do thoy suffor there as wo do below,

I wonder?

=Mmom,

Do they plant and water their rusy fielde,

Aund struggle with sorrow, and tight with fears,
While the thorns and thistles their red carth yicids
Aro chioking the sced that they sowed in toars?

Do they truat in idols of atene and wad,
And trample the meek and lowly under?
Do tley love tho orvil and leavoe the goed,
I wonder?

Or a bappier world may it be than this,
Whero sin has not entered, nor death by sin—
Which f« blusliing still from Creation’s kiss,
While nover a serpeut has slidden io?
And if we may wander amony; tho stars
When body and spirit are riven esuunder,
May welive Yllo over again in Mar,
I wondet?

Shall wo find what here we have sought in vain
Fulfilling ideals where once we failed?

With the crooked made straizht and the rough made plain,
Wil diflicult mountains at Jast be scaled ?

8hall wo cleanss our ways and redeein onr worth,
Repair tho old wastes and retrieve cach blunder?

Shall wo jneet in Mars 21l wo wissed on Earth,

I wonder?

B
[For te Critic]
IN THE LOBBY.

They say
They'll sit by the fire and presume to kunow
What's done {* the Capitul.

~—{yredioue,

Tho Montreal Herald has been pleased to indulge in editorial plearantry
over wy remarks in your istuo of the 24th ultimo apent Siur Jobn
Thompson's moral fitness to havo been s knight of the Round Tab.o had he
lived in the days of King Arthur. Now wo can readily conceivo why that
galvanizod cadavoer in tho ranks of journslism is avorso to sscribing probity
to anyonoe when wo call to mind that the only honorable thing 11 has over
been connected with is the *‘ Ilonorable Deter.” Perchsnco that:merry
gentleman knows somowhat about *f Knights of the Round Table,” but I
strongly suspect that tho article ho is acqusinted with should bo spelled minue
tho initial ** K 1" DBat even Petor’s moral presiive is lost to the Jerald now.
E ] [ ] L *x E L] [ ] *x

Ministerialists, 126 ; opposition, 72—majority in favor of the policy of
tho government as expounded in tho Budget of 1893, 54! Not a bad back-
ing to come out with when tho woods wero full of chuppers anxious to get a
hack as the “ mouldering branches” of the N. P. Sir John hid 2 joyful
countenance as he stopped along the streot to-daz, and no woonder. From
the troubled waters of independence snd mugwumspism he has emerged in a
highly eatisfactory manner, snd has shown his opponcats that they ero still
a good way off from their long prayed for gosl.

Tho scene in the lfouso last pight was an interesting onme. It was
generally known that the Budget debate wouald bo brought to a conclusion
before tho adjouznment, and the galleries wore well filled right up to the
ringing of tho division bell at ‘hreo o’clock this moruing. Prectsely at
twonty minutes past cight, Laurier roze to spesk, and was loudly cheeted by
his followers. 1lis speech was not at all eqrai in rhetorical finish to his
previous great cfforts that I havo listenad to, but one can discount a good
doal when the loader of the Opposition has the floor and yot listen to a
splondid address. There was nothing particularly new in his arraignment
of the government's policy, but novertheless he scored sevoral telling points
at tho oxpenso of tho government. Ono of his best puints was when ho
8aid :—** Tho country was now in the hands of statisticians. Tho atatis-
ticians had tricd to show that tho national wealth had 1ncreased 292,000,
000 io the last 10 years, but they had not attempted to show the amount of
water thore was in those stocks.”

The Finance Minister roplied to Mr, Laurier’s speech, and it was by all
odds the best address to which that ready dJebater has cver troated the
Houso. Never was his manuer so fearloess, his style more opigrammatic, or
his resources in argument so complete. I nover thought Sir John’s * lean
and hungry Caszius ” had so much plack in him, but the way in which he
danced arvund the patiiamentsry arens last night and kaucked tho einffing

out of tho orators of tho Opposition was a caution. Ilo was particularly
sovero on Mr. Charlton for tho assertion that goutloman had made iu the
coureo of 8 spocch a day or two ngo, that tho governmon' hed wilfully
docoived tho peoplo in the elootions of 1391 with tho statemont tiat thoy
woto absolutely certain of cffeoting n reciproolty treaty with the United
States if they then recoived a now mandata from the oloctorate. ‘I'his is the
way ho landod with his loft and right on Mr, Chatlton's dovoted noso :—

“Tho people wili not support such a governmont as wo aro. Bome ono
will eay, * Why do you como to that o nclusion? \Why?! Beosuso honest
John Charlton ssyas so. (Derisive cheers.) Becauso r, Charlion is a
Christisn mau— (orios of oh, oh)—becauso ho is an older of the Prosby-
terian cliurch—(cries of oh, oli)—becauso ho is a sticklor for tho Sabbath—
(cries of oh, ch)—becauso ho is a uan who pretonds groat goodnoss and is
truly good — (cries of oh, oh, and laughter)—becauso John Charlton would
not say this unless it wero a0, (Cries of * On, ohI') [ frame my politicsl
action on what ho aaye, becauso I boliove in his honesty. (Loud laughter, )"

Continuing Mr. Fuster said ho was nyt now speaking as botwoon patties ;
ho was spesking as between tho man and tho people, who read and hoard what
that man had said. Mr. Charlton was very muoch against tho captiin of a
tug tsking hold of a littlo acriug aud allowing the ehrill whistlo of his tug
to rend tho solomn etillness of the Sibbath morning. Ilo (Mr. Fostor)
would rather ho would rond tho soloma stillnuss of the Sabbath morning
by allowing tho tug to blow her horn ten thoussnd times, than he would
rend the pact upon whioh society alono could stand, the truth. (Loud
choors.) If tho captain of thst tug told a lio to his mate tho minimum of
wrong would bo done, ITo would only have imnerilled tho confidence of
his noighbor, but theso two would be tho only ones concernod. Whst was
to be raid of a public man who would mako theso uttersnces, and mako
thom withoul a shadow of foundation, and whon given a chanco io take
them back or sot himeelf right, not to do it, and spread them as a propa-
gsnda bl;ond and wido th:oughout tho cou:lty. (ilesr, ho:‘r and choors,)

x ° *

Dalton McCsrthy did the “unexpeotod ” sgain and voted with tho
Governmont,
= * * . = * . x
The Government has boon advised that the British mombers of the Boring's
Sea Arbitration Committeo havo returned from Paris to London and are now
comploting the lino of argument lo bo followed in tho case, Tho Canadian
caso is said to bo regarded ss improgoable. Tho court ro-assombles on
March 23rd. Sir John Thompson was in hopo of reaching prorogation
befoto the eitting of the Court in London, but ha has sbandoned that antici-
pation now, and Hon. Mr. Fuostsr will be loft in charge of the Gavernmont
when he takes his departure in a week or so for Eogland.
* x * * * x .
The Sonate has boen obliged to turn itself into a Divorce court again this
scesion, and listen ad nauscam to tsles of sin and iofelicity that prove the
truth of Churchill's lines to the effect that some psoplo are—

¥ Man and wifo
Coupled together for tho sake of strife,”

On the 28th ultimo, the applicstion of James Bslfour, architect, of Hamil-
ton, Ont., for divorce from his wife was report-d by the Divorce Committee
to tho Senate in favor of its being grantod, The uusavory details involve
infidelity on tho part of the wifo with a stableman in the employ of the
petitioner. This and the Howard divorce case mako two bills of divorce
passed 80 {ar in tho upper houso this session.

The evidence in tho case of Hebden, of Montreal, whese wilo ran awsy
with J. S. Allap, is now being taken.
* * x * L] * x x

A dobato took placa in tho senato a day or two ago on the question of
the threstened invasion cf cholors during the coming summer. It was
started by Dr. Forguson who call:d attention to ronewed outbreaks in Europe
of late. 1lo £aid a very graveresponsibility rested upon tho government to
protect the Dominion from a visitstion of the dread scourge. Dr. Sul.ivan,
of Kipgston, urged tho necessity .J adopting the most approved mothods in
cstablishing a nations! quarantine under tho direction of a cabinet board of
boalth at O:tawa, having its authority from the Diminion Government,.
The Minister of Agriculture exproseed a fear that tho very general discossion
on tke subjoct throughout tho country latterly might croate a panic. The
government, ho said, would give its beat attention to the wholo subject. 1
am very much afraid that the government bas bsen guilty of very serisus
delay already in the metter. Tho quarantine station at Grosso Isle in the
St. Lawrence i3 the key to the whole situstion 8o far as the interosts of
inland Caoada is concerned, and it is notoriously defec'ive in its equipment
for tho purpose of copiog with such a disesso of cholera. This fact was
known to the Gavernment last autumn through the reports of medical men
sont to examine it, but very little if anytbing has beon dono to improve its
efficioncy, and with the opening of navigstion commences the siege o which
it will bo subjected, If tho ditoise rcickes Montreal it will plsy signal
havoc within the crowded quariers of that big city. Torunto, tos, isin a
vory ipsanitiry condition, its putsbls water supp.y bsing simply oxecrable.
I am told that Oitawa is in tho best condition of apy city in Cinads to
wrestle with tho grim visitor if it comes this sammer. Oar eowerage is in
a vory ssliefaclory state, and cur drinking water, taken from the Oltawa
abovo the Chaudiero Falls, is as puro as it can be bad,

* x L 4 * * * * x
ITon. Mr. Tuppor has got at loggerheads with tho membaers from Ii:itish

Columbia over tho ineflicioncy of corlain quarantino and marine matters in
that Provinco. Tho Premier, in the absenco of Mr. Tupper, has had to

assusgo tho perturbed feelings of Colonel Prior, bronght about by recently
publiskied strictares of tho Mialstor of Marino apon the condact of the B, C,




