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EDITORIAL NOTES.

1t is stated by telepraph from Ottawa that the engrossed address pre-
tented to the Marquis of Lorne by the Pre:byte nan General Arsembly, nine
years ago, is pow being « fired for sale i a sece-nd hand store in the Cap:-
tzl, it havivng presumab,y beenleft behind among other rubbish whew the
Marquis cf Luroe seft Rideas Hall Thisis * the most unkindest cut of al} 1,

Mrs Malaprop, who prided herse-f upon & “ fine dersugement of epi-
taphs, appears to have sume fo..owers io Hzlifsx. In the much-discassed
Tnauksgiving sermon of ooe of our clergymen the * timber of our social
fabric " was referred to. . What did the Reverend gentleman mean by so
speakiog 2 We can imagine the expression, * the warp and woof of the social
fabric,” or “ the ..mber of the social stricture,” being usedto embroider a
specch ot .sermon, but not a mixtase of thetwo. In & Chrunicle editorial
of Monday moraing defeadiog the Rev. Dr. Burns from the Herald's on-
slaught we were surprised and amused to see that the late Sir John Mac-
donald was “ a corrnptionist of the first water.” We can speak correctly
of a gem of the first water ; meaniog of the greatest purity and valoe. Does
the Chronscle mean thal Sir John was a corraptionist of the parest sort, or
what cooclusion are we to draw from {ts mixed metaphors? We once saw
a musical criicisu which spoke of & singer as & ** full-fledged star.” What
can have caused the Chronicle to adopt this style of descriptive writiog

In an anicle on Nova Scotis in general and Halifax in particulsr, which
appeared in the Chicago Graphic, there are a few statements which do not
agree with our ideas of the cuy in which we live.  Firstly, we do not thiok
the tournist of the present day could see the “ interestiog ruin™ which was
once the home of ihe Quoen's father, for 1t has dissappeared, and we are
afraid tho music-house 1s what sirangers nsually regard as the former resi-
of that severe disciphinarian. Nuble quarters indeed for Prince Edward
and Madswe de Si. Laarent with their numerons retinue! It is news for
us to hear that the Prince was governor of the Province, for we were accus.
tomzd to know him as commander of the forces at this station. The writer
has also added another new uame to car roll of governors, namely Judge
Stravge, whose portrait, by the great West, graces the walls of the Legisla-
uve:Councit chamber.  We have always looked upon his robe and wig as
distioctive of & judge aod not as pertaining to the governorship. Whea the
writer afficms that the paintings ia the above-mentioned chambet are the only
ones of notein Halifsx, she castaaslar upon the city which is not altogether
metited ; for while in no way renowned for the rarity and number of the
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pictures which adorn our private dwellings, still there is a proportion ofthe
work of famed painters which would speak of us as not altogether so devoid
of artistic appreciation as our writer supposed. According to our fair
writer, one would also believe there is but one whatf in the port, and that
she speaks of in various places as “the wharf,” What she denominates
the rest of our docksge we are not aware, Further on she states that as s
commercial centre Halifax is not important, which assertion would require
more authority thsn her ipse dizit before it could be accepted as ocorrect.
As {0 our Pablic Gardens belng perfoctly conventional and the Sower-beds
prim, we wish to dissent therefrom, for the greatest variety of treatment
may be found in the few acres of ground which constitute that lovely
breathing plasce. Why the modest civilian should hide his dimiolihed
head, as she speaks of it, when in the presence of the military officer, we

7 | are at loes to understand, especially in these diys of competitive army ex-

aminations, Where do we find the men now-a.days who compare with the
dashing, manly chaps—dare-devils, if you will-—who were ststioned here in
the old conservative times, which were probably the heyday of the service.
Why should we hide ourselves from the present wearers of scarlet ?

Can we moderns be astray in our ideas as to the reformation rather than
the punishment of criminals? Recently published statistics would rather
indicate that the modern methods of reformation only setve to increase
rather thait 1o reduce the pumbers of the criminal class. Accordlng to s
Massachusetts authority fifty years ago when that commonwealth had s popu-
lation of yo00,000, ite proportion of criminals was about one in eight bun-
dred ; now that the population has trebled there is one criminal to each four
hundred of the population. The records show that of the criminal com-
mitments during the year 1890, which numbered 33,000, over 17,000 were
made for persons who had previously served a term i prison, while closer
investigation proved that many of these outcasts of society were committed
regularly every autumn. Fifty years ago criminals wers flogged or were
msde to do hard labor, to-day they are treated to roast beef, plum pudding,
flowers,fruit collations, lectures and sometimes orchestral performances,so that
the prison now offers to many degraded and idle men ccmforts and luxuries
which they cannot obtain for themselves, but which are provided for them
at the public cost. Floggings and fruit collations are after all the extremes
of the two systems, between which there shouid be found a happy medium.

Conflicting seports have been roceived from Brazil during the paat ten
days, and as usual one cacnot tell which to believe  Tnat there has beena
revolt 1o Rio Graude do Sul is reasonably certain, but whether the disaffec.
tivp extends toother provinces we have no means of knowing. The
lisbility of Soath Ametican States to convulsions of this sort is well known,
and it 1s nuw only two years since the world was startled by the report that
Dum Pedru, Emperur of Braz'], had been depos-d snd a provisional govern-
ment proclaimed, with Marsbal da Fonseca as President.  The chenge was
quictly accumplished, and in January of 1890 the new repub’ic wss recog-
nizzq firet by the United States and afterwards by various other powers.
This republic, with Foaseca as President, is now appsreatly in the throes
of internal strife. Strained relations between Fonseca and the Congress are
reported, the President being denounced as a would-be dictator. It is further
said that Fonseca is suffering from a fatal disease supposed to be 'cancer,
and that he is unable to sustain the strain of a struggle for supremacy. The
reports at the time of writing this are not alarmiog, and it may be that the
difficulty will be settled peaceably by an election. Oa account of the dif-
ficultles the Uoited Ststes has run-into with South American Statés Indulg-
jog in frateroal fisticuffing, she is most anxious that her diplomagy will not
be soy further taxed to maintain a discreet sttitude towards Brazil, {od moast
ardently desires that a peaceful setticment shall be effzcted. The Chilian
civil war was the direct cause of the Uaited States® dispute with Chili, and
the Barroodia matter in Guatemala was al:o prodacrive of coosiderable
trouble. Disturbances have takan place in Central Amstica as well, which
belongs more to South than to North Awmerica, the diffzreat atates of that
sma. area beiog exceedingly unlike a bappy family ; Blivia was the scene
of an unsuccsssful revolution in May, 1890, aud later on io the year civil
war eplivened the monotony of affuirs in the Argentine Repablic. 1t is
scarcely to be expected, then, that the new republic of Brazil would escape
the fate of other states, and be allowed to enjoy peace within its barders.
The province of Rio Grande do Sul lies in the southero portion of the
republic, is iargely colonis:d by Germans, and, although small, is importaat
on account of bciug almoast the only province well outside the tropics and
suitable tor Europeans to live {o. It is within the bounds of probability
that the sturdy Germaus may refase any looger to ba under the thamba of
the Spanish of Portaguese grandees, who obtain the highest offices in the
State, and by maintaining a dctermioed front succeed in establishing a.
government of their own,



