THE CRITIC.

—

In New York Stato the number of catablishmoents in which strikes wero
inauguratod in 1882 was &17. In 1883 the number of catablishments
involved was 952, in 1884 931, and in 188G the number foll to 647, but in
1887 tho number reached 4,490 cstablizshments, or 1,143 more than the com
bined number for the prec. ding four years.

The peoplo of Owon Sound are euthusiastic over the establishment of a
big iron ship yard by tho Poleon Iron Weiks Compauny, of Torontu. It is
tho intention v contract for tho building of itun stramers, constructing the
hulls at Owen Sound works, and the engines at their factury in Tarouto.
Thoy will follow the Clyde style f cun-tiuctivn, and for the present it is
their intention to impurt the steel plates requiv 1 from Seotland. Seotch
stool can bo brought into Canada free of duty chaaper than that monufae
tured in the United States. An order of about 1,000 tons of steel, to bo
used in the construction of the new C. I’ 1. buat, is now on the way fruin
tho Old Country.

As showing the ditect Canadian trade, which is by meavs of ler con-
noctions at presobt puseessed Uy this country, it tma) be noted that the S 8.
Parthia on hert trip from Vaucour. r for Yokolama, bad in her casgo 6,000
sacks of flour and G20 biles of Canadion wolton piece gouds.  Wo want
forcign warkets as woll as thowe which wo possess at humwe, and we are glad
to sew that they are gradually vpening up,

B e —

COMMERCIAL,

Tho goneral state of tiade has been satizfuctory. Tho continued wet
weather has, noturaily, had a 1athor doprassing dieet, but, on 1eviewing the
whole situatich, transactivos have Leen fuily up to expectatiobs.

The following are the Assignments and Business Changes m tlis Pro-
vince during tho past weuk .~J. M. DeWolf, (estate of) carringo works,
Halifax, stock, &c., advertiscd for sale by auctiun, E, R. Motlatt, grocer,
North Sydney, removed to Buston, J. E. Jeflersun, grucer, Annapolis, sold
out to his son, Waller G Jefforrun, S. M. MiKeuzio, Publisher, Now Glas-
gow, sold out * Eastern Chrunide " newspapur tu James A, Traser, but will
continue {o print at his oflico, leaac Gates, grucer, Luncnburg, sold out by
sheriff under bill of sale.

DBra-lstrect's report of the week’s failures .

Week DPres. Weeks correxponding to

Oct. 19 week ~Qct 19— Failures for the year to date.
e 188 1557 JESITRES EAN 12885 1887 1586 1855
United States. . 190 195 19 HEY | {1 7,866 PR X (1T 221
Canadn . 1 H t el bl 1,382 1,027 081 1,043

Dry Goovs —The improvement in sorting up orders poted in our last
has beon well maintained. T'hese orders cover the general lines of winter
wear. ‘Thero iz, however, so much culling of prices that thero is little or
no wargin of profit. Add to this the fact that payments as a rule are not
promptly made and paper has nlmost invariably to be repewed, and it
becomes evident that under such conditions tho textile traltic cannot be
remunerative. The city retail trade during the week has boen fuir, but
collections are disappointing and, as a rulo, havc cost more than tho profit
on sales.

Breapsturrs —The flour waiket has been rather quiet again, and the
demand was only moderate, as buyers have in miny cases heid off to a great
oxtent. The volume of business has, thereforv been moderate at firm prices.

After the excitement consequert upon the intense speculalivo movemeont
in Dreadstuffs all over the continent had subsided. markets began to settlo
down to a healthy basis for trade, and relative values obtained.

During tho excitement Chicago was from 8¢. to 12¢ (including freight)
per bushel higher on wheat than New York, and Now York dearer than
London, whilst our own Canadian markets wore slowoer in being affocted.

The price of wheat throughout Ontario has gradually picked its way up
from 81 08 on the 1st of October (at which time wheat was §1.25 in Chicago)
to 81 22 for fall whest, und 81 35 for Manitoba hard, which is the current
ruling prico thioughout Outario to-day. Tho asking rato of mills for 00 per
cent patents rango from £6.50 to 36.85 delivored at Ilalifax. Wo have heard
of solitarv cars being picked up at a trifle less.

The iicho Agricole of Paris, an authotity on food statisties, hus published
an estimato of the wheat crop of the world for 1889 and tho world’s require-
monts for tho present cereal year. Wo compile the following therefrom :—

Production,
Bushels,

Europe cooceeeviiiiiies v, 1,111,878,000
AIMOTICA ceveenieneeniie creeerns seotenceconss soneos 452,760,000
ABI ciieieer cieeieriiereiitieees sreeeirrtecencests aee 341,628,000
AUstralit coooiiins ciriiiii i e rier e e se anes 38,406,000
AfTICA ceeiieiie ot eiiiiie derietee crrrreneercranne 32,028,000
Total production......oeveveiiiiinecnniennan. 1,977,600,000

Surplus.
America ..o s v 107,016,000
ASIR cieireiiinnnnnen.. e e eerieeeresseiereiaas ceves . 35,572,000
AUBralia oo e e e sees 12,348,000
ASTICH vvveiren i cies cietirieianerstesasnanssnsrnnnone 6,860,000
Total surplus, bushels............ 161,896,000
Luropsan requirements ........... . 193,452,000
DaflCICICY sv.cee creerrennrnironeresncrorsrarisrerens 31,556,000

Tho amount of pruduction and ~urplus pliccd to the crodit of Amotica no
donbt includes hoth N.rth and Soith Awerica. It will be ubservad that,
if Europo is the largest producer of whoat, it bas, novertholess, not furnished

enough for its own consumption, Dradsireet atates that :—The rapia
advanco in tho prico of flour, from 40 to GO por cont, according to the
grado—to but 40 por cont on the quantilies used in tho making of broad
sold o tho larger proportion of the public—is nearly in proportion to the
gain shown in wheat. There is n somowhat larger advance than that oq
wheat, but the renson is cloar. In England, whero lies our chiof market for
a large share of our fotal annual exportation, the price of home-growy
whoeat has declined, owing tu poor quality, but flour (from home-grown
wheat) has advanced about §2 por barrol, With this situation to back thy
30 por cont higher winter whoat in the United States, and a greator advance
in the prico of No. 1 hard spring whent (owing to doecreased production), the
10 por cont advance in the prico of flour in the United States is thoroughly
warranted by apparent international trade conditions. In briof, noarly i
not quite tho whole apprecistion in the prico of flour ie legitimatoly based
upon the apparent statistical position of whoat, nnd has boon influonced bu
triflingly if at all, through additiona! impotus lont by the late Seoptembor
corner. Reduced expoits, reduced purchases by millors, highor prices for
wheat and for bread, aro not therofore the outcome of the corner in Soptem.
ber whent, and havo not beon augmented 5 por cont, if at all, by it. It is 2
comiwon error with many to mistako for a causo that which should be classed
as an vutcomo or consequonce. The steamer Finance cloared from Nowport
Nows on Saturday, the 13th inst., with 15,000 bushels of whont and 1,350
barrels of flour. ‘The shipmont of whoat to Brazil is unusual, and it is sur-
misod thab it is to bo used for sceding. Im Chicago the markot has been
vory strong, and quotations havo been :—Wheat $1.10 November, 81.113
December, S1 123 Muy; corn rather weaker, at 43jc, Novembor, 403,
Decomber, 394c. May. Oats quict and steady at 24fo. November, 251c,
Decombu r, 293¢, May.

Provisions.—There continues to bo a good jobbing demand for pork,
and the market has boon fairly active with a good business doing. Owing,
howover, to o shortness of supply in some lines, buyers have in some cases
boon unablo to fill their wants even at the rocent advance swhich has been
woll rotained. Tho enquiry for lard has been very fair, and sales wore made
quite froely. Thore has beon no change in the Liverpool provision markets,
prices being steady all round. Pork 1s quoted at 77s. Gd.; lard at 46s. 64,
biscon 16a. 6d to 48s. Gd., and tallow at 28s, Thoroe was a strong tone to the
Chicago provision market, pork advancing 30c. to $14.47} Novomber,
314 37% Docember, $14.273 May. Lard was also atronge~. -.ad moved up to
£8.35 Novembsr, $8.15 Decomber, and $8.17% January. Tho hog market
has continued wesk, and another declino of be. to 10c. was scored.

Burren.—Choice creamery is ecarce, and in good demand. Writing on
tho butter situation in Montreal, tho Trade Bulletin remarks as follows :—
It was not long sinco that butter appeared a most undesirable commodity
to handle, and most dealers and shippers left it soverely alone. All of a
sudden, howover, a great scarcity is found to exist in tho offerings of choice
grades of creamery and dairy, prices of which have advanced le. to 20. per
1b., after making sllewance for the differonce in quality of the fall make.
For choico Soptember creamory, 23c. has been paid at the factory, but
holders are not free sollers at that figure, It is catimated that the fall make
of creamory in tho districts around Mountreal will amount to betweon 4,000
and 5,000 packages, which some contend will bo all wanted for the home
‘trade, whilst others affirm that, taking into consideratioa the large quantity
of goods that is still held, an export outlet is necessary in order to work off
an undoubted surplus. Tn the bost sections of tho Eastern Townships,
buyers are picking up fine dairy fall ends at 20c., and 18c. for straight
dairies. In the Richmond section of the Townskips these figurea are
materially shaded, owing to the poorer make, Little or no Morrisburg
butter is coming to this market at presont, although a fair make is said to
bo in progress, and only a fow oceasional parcels of Brockville can bo secured.
Al points west of Toronto considerable quantities of dairy are reported as
being held, but at figures which at present proclude their being handled
here. Within tho past fow weoks 12 to 15 carloads, chiefly creamery, have
been shipped, from this city to British Columbia and the North- Waest, cost-
ing 22¢. to 23c. per lb. The exports of butter from this port from the
oponing of navigation to Oct. 13th wore 11,189 packages, against 53,693
packages for the corresponding period in 1887. The exports this season
have shown a very remarkablo falling off, being 42,600 packages less than
those of last yoar to dste, and 23,300 packages less than those of 1882,
which were the lowest previous on record. Up to this date in 1879 wo had
shipped 138,353 packages. Now, as wo have exported such an unprece-
dentedly small quantity this seasou, tho question naturally arises :—Is not s
large portion of tho butter still hold in the country 1"

Cieesk.—Tho strongth of the market, to which we reforred in our last,
has been well maintained, with a further addition to prices in Liverpool,
which are up to 50s. for finest whito and colored. A report from Thtica, N.
Y, says :—* Tho cheese market was quiot but steady. No offers woro heard
until after 5 p. m., and then 103c. was put on tho fancies genoral. Sales of
thoe day includo September stock from the fiftconth to the twonty-fourth,
but an nvorage is about wholly on home trade, as nobody has any faith in
the export business. Shippers scoms to bo protty nearly out of tho market,
not being willing to pay tho prices asked. But somebody appeared to take
tho cheoso without much grumbling, and it is belioved that a good sharoe of
it went to parties who expect to sell it to the home trade. Of tho awount
taken at 104c. a considerablo portion was small cheese, perhaps one-halfl
Tho rest was fine, full cream, September stock of regular size.”

Inox, Hanpwane axp MeTaws—Under a fair enquiry the pig iron
market continues to be firm. ‘Thero is, however, no animation about it
cither here or abroad, and quotations all around are unchanged. This is
of courso in a sonso a trnsition period of tho year, and littlo activity can be
expected till winter roally sots in. Busiuess in nails is fairly active with
prices firm,




