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lie bregan by al),,h(,gzîng for the liberty hie liad taken in asking me to
nicet luni ; -but as yomîî aie hierc,' lie added, Il rnay, î>erlîaps, hope that I
have sigit tra:îsgrcssed bejloîîd forgivencss ; althougli, indeed,' lie went on, I
knecv of un otîter mode of obtaining an opportunity fur sayi1g ai that I
wvant ta siy

Suil 1 %%as tonue lied, siffl it: words reftised to coinc. neh next ten
xn.ewtre Ille iostilmemlorable of iîny life. 1mOW miy heart brat, 1 how

lits m ords thir:ilitd me Iruni licad t.) foot 1 M'bat lie said yoti can perlmps
tiassitv iiiî.'>i.e - if )ou Cat î.ot, I canni tell you.

Fit1 itsse d nie* for art irnswt'r. 'l'len nty tongue was ionscrned. IL
iiuii d iiti 1-t- iititli whiie bo pur olow,î lc what 1 said, tvtin il 1 couid do
i.o, whîltlh 1 %ci%~ ieli doifft '1 Ixt resuil wvas that 1 promîsed tn meet iuini
1lime Iuliviv mg 1- tudm> C% Cnmlg at tle ,anie lune antd place, and _kive hint an

çnwe t si mie kinqJ.
W liat tiat ain6wer %vvýuld bc wag a ftiregone conclusion frani the first.

1i mglt iti.î as wcll hanvo sard ' es' Iien nd there, but Oint 1 wouid not
limae huit thiuk 1 was to bc quite so easîly %voit. lie pressed my> ltatd.to
lîîq lips ett u.ortng. 1 lefi hirrn at the corner ai whicli 1 hud met Iimn, nnd
ran nezirly ail the wvay honte. Of course, dear, you niay be sure that the
first thîng 1 did when 1 fouind tnyseif alone ivas t0 hava a good cry. But
%vhi.t happy lears they wcere 1 Frein ail ivhich you willi undcrstand ihot
your ptour Cccîlia's case is a desperate one ïîndced.

Ilow the time passed tll Friday carne round I hardiy know, I winted
il t0 corne and yet I didn't, if you can understand sucb a paradox. 1
iongted and yet I trembled, and wlheu Friday evenîîîig was really here 1
wïsiied n weic only 'Ihurs-day. Ilowever, 1 mat hini as agrccd. and was again
takcn possession of * larnafraid you are cold,' he said. 'You otightto
have wvrapped yourseif up more wvarmly.' I iras trcnibling a littie, ut tnt
wvith cold. %'Jc wvalked slowly along, and for sorte minutes Clement said
very little. 1 îiîink, lie saw tliat, I was put out, and lie 'vas giving me lime
to recover mvseif. At lengîh rny band ceased to tremble, and then hie
spoke, askini; nie whetber 1 iiad tîlouglît over is îvords-whetber 1 feit
that 1 couid accept his love and give bum mine in return ? A church cdock
wvas bcginning te strike cighît as hie finislied speaking. Not tli thme lasi
stroke liad ceased to reverberate dlid I make any reply. ien for answer 1
laid one of my btands soltly on one of lits. ' God bless you, dear one l' he
szid. « Mlay you nîay neyer regret the -ift you have given nie to-nigbî.'
'rben, befote 1 knewv whaî liad happcned, a strong arri was passed round
iy wvai.t and Clenîent's lips ivas pressed to mine. A iamp wvas no great

distance off and a pioliceman was passing ai the moment. The man iurncd
his head and couglied discreetly bebind bis haîîd. 1 turncd bot ail] over,
but Ciement, omîly laugbied, and said it would not have mattcred if ail tbe
world had been there tei sec.

Aftcr ibat wve bad a long delicjous walk tbrotigh quiet strects aîîd squares
where tbere werc only a fcw passcrs-by. T*here wvas a sweet, ncw feeling at
my lieart of belonging te somec one and of sornie anc bcicmiging to mie.
Cleriîcnt asked whcîher hie should write Io or sc nîy faîber. Then 1 îold
in tbaî 1 was an orphan and iny own niÎsress. ' In that case our

marriage meed nct bc long- del.tycd,' lie said. This frighitcned me. 1 bad
neyer coulenuplatcd such a contingency, exccpt as somctbing very nernote
and far off iîîdccd. After that lie began to îalk 10 nie about his position
and pnospccis. ~ic %vas far~ front rich ai presenit, hie said, and couid not give
mue sucli a home as lic wouid have liked ; but hie hopcd to bc better off by
and by. He %vas getting higiier pnices for bis pictures, and people wec
begiîining 10 sek hini out. If only bis Academy picture found a purchaser
there was no reason wliy we should not bc îîîarricd before inidsunîmer.
Rnowing wîat, I did, 1 could have clapped my bands for glec av I iistencd
t0 lîin. I said 1 %vas afraid that I couid not make arrangenments 10 bc
nîarried before- Christma; ait tbe very soonest. I couid sc that lie 'vas
disappointed. 1 1 shall ccrtainly boid you t0 midsurnmer,' lie said, 1 unless
yon cari give scme good and valid reason for deiay.'

' You must couic and sec nîy mother befote you are many days aider,'
he said, presently. 1 1 h-ave spoken le bier about yots already.' Wauid you
believe il, Mora, a litile jealous pang shot through iny heart, when hce said
ihis? ;I feut as if 1 did not %vani even a îîîother ta came bcîwccni bim cnd
me. Buot ne4montent 1 put away tie tliought as uten-cly rinwortiîy, arnd
said how plcascd 1 should Uc to sec and know Mns. Fildew.

Tbcii lie told tie thai his mother had been an invalid for Yeard, and that
thene ivas no hope of lier ever being any butter. lic toid mei, ton, hou
cheerful site -tyas-bowv bravoIy -,bc bonre tmp agaiî.st the insidinus disense ibai
was slowviy but surtlv rating awav ber lifé 1 barrid myscif foir allnwing
even a moment's jealoos feeling te find rooni in my becart. 1 îvould iny 1<
love hier as mutch as Clcmnit iuîved bier ;but whit if site shotild turri agains
mc and say tatiber son's choice uvas a foolisi one?

This cvcnirîg Clenieni would insisi on walkiDg wvith tue ncarly to thi
door. I uvas ii niortai ficar lebt nîy auint shouîd chance to bc passïng arn
sbouid recognize me'. But nnîhing hîapperied cxeel that, tliîen the moiîn
came for s.mying gond.uight, Clenteuit repeatei the proccss wbicb liac
frightcned nie so iincit beforc. But 1 don't think ta %-vert a policcînat
sauv us ibis liaite ; stili I îttust admit that it was vcry drcadfui. Ail iha
night I hardly sient a wink. I feli that 1 had taken the 'great, irncvocabl
stcp of my life. Dhd 1 regret il?1 you uvili pcrbaps; ask. No, a thou2anî
limes no0

Il vas arranged ltai ai aur next meeting I should accempany Clenient t
bis moîbces te tpa. Mis. Fîldew'e hour ft-r ica is*six o'clock. fromt whic
you li at once itîfer that she bclongs to ibe oid achool, and having grow

tup Miten people îook their menas at more ralional botrs titan bbey do now,site stili keeps up the traditions of allier days. 1i bad hithertoi had no
difficulty in stealiuîg out for an bour %vitlout rny aunt knowing anyiming
about it, bt t leave horne rit lialf-past five, and not gel back tilI ten orclcvcn o'ciock, without saying iwherc 1 was going, or orderinU a brougham totoke nie, wvas a malter that rcqoied a little diplomacy. I bit on n plan atlast %wbich I need tont detail becreé, and that withomt bav'ng t0 tell my aîînt
any absolote fib about il. It is sîtffjcient loi say that I met Ciemeni ai thtal'pointcd tinte and place. and bîmat threre n:inutes .Inter 1 fotind rnysIcf wiîh
liii ini a bansom cal), and being %vbiried aic.ng Piceadilly ai a tremeidous
pace. It uvas itot tîeariy dark >'ct, and ive passed severai people whoin 1
bad scu only att hour previotisly in time IZo%'. What their thoughts %Vouldhiave beemi lîid bîîdy seen Mliss Colitîmpton flasiming past thin in a lîausom,1 icave >'aîm ta imagine.

1 ntin quibe awftre, Multhat conféssing lu ail this I arn sltocking suintetif yimur ntust ciîenisbed prejutdîces. But where is the us~e of hiîvitig preja.
dices utilesa yon cin have tîteiu ileasantiy shockcd noiv and aguiî 1 l'rs
no the' irocess lmni you iii ntind of ati ciectricil rit icîmine, aîîd'of the bries

rods uve used 10 teuch so treibiingiy îvhcn ue wert girls it scho ?
Iis alninst %vanîh 'vhile being po00, fur tIme sake of riding about in a

imansorit A ride iii a brouglîamt or a victoria is the tamest of lamte affamîs i
companison. I liad neyer been in a iusomu before that evening uvbeu iivent te sec 3Irs. Fildelv, but 1 have been la oiie sevzra Uies since-ri
course with Clement la kecp me cornpany. Iluv 'jolly 1 it is wben youhappen lo have a good hmorse antd a skillfui driver! (Vie adjective mit
sound objectionable, dean Mora, but I can't bit on another jusi now thiiexpresses my mnning hiaif s0 cieariy.) lloiw quickly you gel over tkt
"round ! I-Io% yeu dasit in and out among carrnages, carIs, and 'busseuleaving theni bebind eue after atither ! Ever.ybody and cverytbing seem u
gel out cf yeur way. The witîd bloiva in chcnily-penhaps a feuv drops ofrain dasb againsi your face noîv and Ihien, but you don'î mind thenin u ît
leasi. You experience a sense of freedoni, of brisk , open-air cnJoynent,
such as ne ellier mode cf conveyance that 1 know of can give yom. Ati
ihen how cezy inside ! Just nooni for lwo, and nonte to spare. flot tLui
doesn'î malter. in the lcast if your companion is some one you like te suclose to. 1 uvonder wbether il uveuld be wrong, Mena, for yen and me tubedriven ont in a bausoin seme afternoon by our buvo selves. But you artsucb a slave te 'Mrs. Grondy that I aimost despair cf heiu- able to perstude
yen le join tue in such an expeditmon.

1-ene 1 arn at the end cf my paper and 1 bave not inîneduced you toMrs. Fiîdew. I must consequently defer itat pleasune tli I uvrite t0 yoil
again, vhicb uvili be flot later titan te day afier îo-morrov. I bava tauci
t0 tell -yotm ytt. Pray let me lientr frein yen by returu, if eniy a %vord te silJiiow yeur umoîher is progressing. I canno teci you how lonely I feel w1hà >
you arc away.>

Your affectionate fniend,
CECILIA COLLU>! PTON."

CHAPTER XII.

CECILtA AN~D TflE COUNTESS.
S&coîidIeUr front M11S COLItUMP-rON in London Io Miris flRewsio n I'ý

MY DE.inEsT MORA,- . .lThe close cf my last Iciter ld-
Clement and me in a itanson cab in thte act cf bcing dniven le tho Iodgina
of Mns. Fildew. Clement told me tai bis mother had laîeiy moved kntý
ftesit apartimenîs ne great distance froni bis studio. I cannot tell yoo h~i
nerveus I becamne as the moment ef my introduction 10 Mns. Fildcw dra
near. Wbl'aî if 1 sbouid read in lier eyes that shte thougit, lber sou LI!chosen unwisely ? Il iwuld not ]lave mattcrcd sei much il Ciement hi!
not set sucît store by-lier opini.on-if bis love had been of tbat lukewx:'
kind uvbteb îîîany growni up sons bave for their moîber. IlBut in Ibis case iwvas differcu:, and uriless I were lovcd and iikced by Clerienî's moibsir
shouîid feel as if I possessed only baif of Clement's beant.

At icugth the cab stûppcd, and my pulses beat faster titan ever. TL,:
minutes Inter I feund mnyseif ini Mrs Fildei's presencc-found myselt c
my kucs by lier side, uvhile bier bauds, that încmblcd a iittIC, rCSted f::

*few momnts ou îîîy bain, and bier cycs gazcd anxiously and inquirmngly
mine. Then ste bet fotvard a ttle and pressed ber lips îe my foret,!

My> boy has tlid me how much ibe loves you,' site said. ' E;'
uvetconie you liene, net for bis sakce ouly, but for your own aise. I

*uscd te wvish that Heaven bail given nie a daughtcr. At last my prayc-eZ
tbeen aubwcred ' imen site kisscd me agaîn, and after ibat 1 sat dontrbesidt- lier, but she sill kept possession of unc of my bauds, and crn

soffiy wiîb bers.
t Mrs. Fiidew i3 a paie and deiicatc.leoking eldcnly lady, witb a tit, -

face and a profusion of snow-v.whiîc Imair. When yeuug site musi havece vcy beautîfoal ! 1 tbink I told yoo in rny last letter tbat she bas bl
1 coufirmed invaiid for yecars. Site cannot ivaik more tan a fctv yr!jt %without great pain and difficuiîty. Froni the lime site riscs titi the Ilm
l goes te bcd site sits in a large casy.cltair that rns on noiscIE8s w1ni vrhich Clement lias itad cspccially made for bier. Site can werk thew.4t ivithb ler bauds, and se propel henscif te auy part cf the noorri ai wi~ll Je kcejis eue servaut, a sîrong, middic.agcd wemian, wvîo lias been uvtht'
d severai ycars. Sometimes, an suuuy afîernoous' Nirs. Fildew and lier cý{

arc canniod dawn-stair.q, and Martba takes bier misircss for an airing up i:
o down sartie cof the strcts %vitcre Iberte is met mucit traffle, or as farsf
h certain flarist's icre tlîcy have fresit flowers in te %viuçlew eveny Mr
nl Once a week Cienîcut cernes witb an pen carniage and tairs bis


