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THE ABSTAINER.

y ;—and he was onee in a public meeting
collected in a church, and was urging upon
the people the duty and the impo.tance of
making personal sacrifices in velation to this
matter. e said « this is a tremendous evil ;
you all acknowledge it; this great country
ought to be redeemed from 1t 5 how is it to be
done? It is only to be done by personal sa-
crifices.  You, gentlemen, who are in the
habit of taking your wine and other intoxica-

et —

Fagcd in it,—~the Rev Dr Edwards especial- law was capable of accomplishing wheu it was

enforced, the true policy was 1o write it on}
the broad face of the heavens in characters of |
living light, where it would never be wiped,
out, and there it is the preat state redevined
from the traffic in intoxicating drinks. The|
re-action did come on, the then incumbent of
the mayor's chair was defeated, and a man
who was avowed to be a friend of the Maine-

anything else, until the grog-shops are put
down; now I am with you.” " Do you mvan
tosay,” I asked, ¢ that you are going to vote
our tieket ¥ Yes,” he rephed, « 1 am.”
A fuw days before that, a ;F-mlcman was
comng up the other side of the street, who
had always opposed us bitterly, and had not
been in the habit of speaking to me ; but now
he shook me heartily by the hand, and tears

Taw, 2 man very eminent in social and politi-1came in his eyves, and he said, « I am with
cal pasition there as a statesman, was clected . you” I waited for him to say somethin,s

ting liquors, may do it very safely ; neverthe- | to the mayor's chair, bue by the party oppo- clse, but iie could not; he was choking ; he
less the influence of your example goesto en- ' sed to that movement, and it was the re-acti- )could only say, “ T am with you.” I was
courage and sustain all this through the length ' on.  Bat, nevertheless, in the State of Maine  quite surprised’; but I soon learned that that
and breadth of commuuity.  You must make ! the temperance party succeeded as before in, man’ssoun had been brought home the previous
a personal sacrifice.”  That was the style in ! the next election of 1854. Butin 1855 the [night intoxicated—that wasit—tho gentleman

which he talked ; and at the close e was de-
sirous that gentlemen should vome forward
and sign the pledge. A very tall man, with
his bead ail white, rose first ; but his physici.
an touched him on the shoulder, and said,
“ Sir, you must not do that ; you know yon
bave a complaint for which it is necessary you
skould take a small quantity of liquor every
day; and therefore you must not do that.”
This old mihtary officer, for such he was, re-
plied, “1 have risked my life a great many
times in the cause of my country, and I am
not to hang back now.””  That isthe true spi-
rit.  Now there 1s a tremendous evil in Eng-
land ;—if permitted 10 go on, it will prove the
destruction of the British unation, just as it
sees to us that slavery must be destructive
in our country. You are sinking such s vast
number of your people in poverty, pauper.
ism and ruin : and it this evil extends, as it
must, what will be the end, unless the good
and wise men of Britain interpose, it is impos-
sible for me te say.

RE-ACTION,

We have bad a re.action since the law pas.
sed, as we have had re-actions periodically
ever since the commencement of the temper-
ance reform, We bave always had a re-ac-
tion every two or three years;—a success,
and then a re-action ; and then a still greater
success, and then another re-action, followed
by a success greater than before. Iam proud
to say that 1 had the honour of being mayor
of Por:land at the time of the adoption of the
Maine-law. And some of my friends, very
excellent men, camne to me and asked whe-
ther, upon the whole, it was wise to enforce
the law with so much rigour as it had been
in the city of Portland. ~ They said, « By up-
holding a course like this you will inevitably
move to the very foundation every element
of opposition to the temperance reformn and
the cause of prohibition. On the contrary,
if you will pursue a policy 2 little mwore leni-
ent, the probability is these elements of oppo-
sitior will not be combined in such a force,
aund a re-action probably will not come on
next year. But if,” they said, « this course is
continued, in all probability the then incum-
bent of the mayor’s chair would be defeated
at the next succeeding election, and the
‘rum party,’ as we call it, would come into
power.” 1 answered, “ All that has been
carefully considered, and, though a re-action
might come on, no importaut results wouldin
the meantime buve been accomplished, and
then the enewmies of temperance and this re-
formation would say, * Here you have had
your Maine-law, and the mayer to enforce it,
and what has been done?  Nothing, and
have always told you s0."”  On the contrary.
I told my friends that the true policy was to
show, during one year at least, what such 3

anti-temperance party succeeded by a combi-, had been oppo ed to us before, for hie had not
nation of vircumnstances which I cannot occu-ifelt tho evil in his own family ; but his son had
Py your time, nor would my strength permit. been going on step by step without his know-
me, to explain ; but this party was pledged;ledge, and at last when he saw lim in hiy
in favour of a prohibitory law, orit could not!house in a state of intoxication, then the fa-
have succecdeg by possibility ; this party was ther's feelings were aroused, then his fears
ledged to a proper, that was it, toa *“suita-, were excited, and then he was ready to come
le” prohibitory ‘:uv, and it gained the legis-ito the temperance men with tears in his eyes,
lative power of the state, the coutrol of the.and say, ** I am with you.”
state. The law was repealed, and a license! Dirico
law was ve-enacted in its stead, to again letin! . :
upon the State of Maine all the horrorsofthe!  Now Lnglishmen, we have set you the ex-
olden time, drunkenuness pervades our state:ample. In God’s name we ask you to imi-
again, and rum-selling as before,  But then, tate it!  We ask you to fol'ow us, and you
in September, 1856, there was another clcc-|will find perfect protection from this great
tion—the annual clection came on.  In Sep-'evil. 1 wasreadinginan English newspaper,
tember, 1859, the rum party succeeded, as Ilsome time ago, an “incident of history—how
have said.  In September. 1356, another'far it might wander from exact fact ¥ cannot
election came on, and what then Y—the ! tell—but it wasto this eftect, that, during the
Maine-law swept them all out! So that of first French revolution, the Britisk sovern-
all the members of the senate of Mame and iment anticipated a descent of the French
the legislature of Maine, who voted for the|Emperor upon the coast of Egypt, and a
repeal of the Maine-law, only five were re-Imagnificent’ English fleet was sent into the
clected.  We swept them all out, and put in!Mediterranean waters to interceptit.  Those
their places men good and true friends of ' waters on the Syrian coast are exposed to
temperance, friends of protection from the heavy western pales, to hurricanes almost.
traflic in strong drinks. And so, in the city { Whilst this English fleet was going towards
of Portland, the anti-temperance men suc-:the Syrian coast one of those gales came on,
ceeded in the municipal election 1n 1856 {and the fleet was ordered upon the wind in
Perhaps I may say that in 1855 I was again|order to clear off shore; but the wind blew
re-elected to the office of Mayor. In 18561 with still greategand greater intensity, and
the enemies of temperance sncceeded in Port- | the admiral saw that it would be impossible to
land, and the party oppesed to the Maine-law | keep his fleet off the lee coast if the gale con-
were in power; bot on theday on which I|tinued for the usual period. But it oceurred
left Portland, the 6th April, the municipal | to kim that there wassomewhere on the Syrian
clection came on once more, and we swept)coast an old port then unused. He did not
them all out again! So that the Sta. of know precisely its locality, but he thoughtit
Mainc and the city of Portland, and almost|was not far off, and he telegraphed to the
every city and town in the state of Maine, in{captains in his fleet if any of them knew
its municipal and corporate capacity, almost|where it was,and he received a reply from an
every one are in the hands of the Maine-Jlaw| English frigate that the captain “ofit did
men. know where it was. The captain was asked

“1 AM WITH YOU.”

We do not believe in the doctrine of casy
blows killing the devil—especially this devil.
But there were easy men who thought it
better to try timidly, and so they voted for
that ticket in the hope that those milder
measures would succeed. The men they
voted for repealed the Maine-law, and enac-
ted the license-law in the state ; and the rc-’
sult was, that intemperance came in upon us'
like a flood ; so that these moderate and ex-
cellent men were convineed,with a great many !
others who had stood aloof; secing the contrast.
between the results of the Maine-law and the
license-law, they were satisfied, and they told
us, in large numbers, * Now we are with
you” It was only a short time before I left
Portland, that I vas walking down the street,
and was stopped by a man—an intemperate
man—in a state of intoxication ; and he said,
“My name is Burns; I am the greatest
drnukard in all the world ; I never can be

by the admiral if he could take the fleet in,
and the answer was in the affirmative. This
frigate was ordered into the van, the ships
were commanded to fill away and go towards
this coast, a lec coast, and though it wasnearly
dark, yet atsome considerable distance As
the ficet were going on the captain of this
frigate telegraphed to the admiral tbat it
would be necessary to make more sail in order
to gain the coast while it was yet light. The
order was given for every ship to pack on as
much canvass as it could stagzer under, and
it was done ; and this magnificent fleet was
rushing threageningly towards that coast.
And as they drew near, the rocks loonied u

all white with foam in every direction, wit

no a;l)pcarance of a port anywhere. Th. ad-
miral was appalled at the spectacle, and he
said to this captain by telegraph, « A great
responsibiiity rests upon you.” The answer
was a proud and noble one—*¢ Follow me !”
That was all ;no doubt, no hesitation—« Fol-



