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OUR'TROUBLESOME NEIGHBOURS IN
THE EAST
(From the Times)

Botween the river Indus and ths great
mountain chain on ity western bank lies a
long belt of cultivated and fertile territory.
This land forms part of our dominions, whicle
are thus carried up to the very foot of the
hills. The inhabitants of the plain aro our ]
subjects, relying upon us for pratection and !
security. The hills are inhabited by tribes ;
of Affghan descent, but owing only a nomi- J
nal allegiance to tho rulers of Affganistan. :
These highlanders are a brave and martial
race, gaunt and hungry, lodged in almost
inaccessible regions, inured to war, and
trained from infanoy to regerd rapine and
pillage ag the business of 1ife. Hete, then,
we havethe first eternal motive whichimpels
the inhahitants of a mountdin range to prey
upon the plains below. They descend from

the hills, exactly like wolves, to get what

they cannot find at bo:*s. Affghanistan is
one of the poorest and least productive coun.

tries in the world, and its inbalatants, fam~

ished agad fierce, look down upon the scene |-and a tawny beard and moustache; were

of plenty beneath with a determination to
get some of the spoil for' themselves. But
this is not the only motive operating with
the highlanders in question. They are of
the same race and the same religion as thoss
Asiatic tribes which in time past descended
from those very hills to the conquest and
possession of Indis. The traditions which
toll of Affighan victories and the capture
and plunder of opulent cities are not yet
forgotten, and, besides this, the element
of religions fanaticism has been quickened
among them by a singular course of events,
until it has become a consideration too
important. to be overlooked. About 40
years ago a half crazed Mahomeotan devoteo
sottled among a hill tribe in the north.
western angle of the Punjsub, and pro-
clmmed a religious war sgainst tne Sikhs.
The colomry founded by this adventurer was
represented five years #.go by tho fanatics of
Sitana, against whom wo despatched a con-
siderable expedition, and 1t exists still, with
an avowed mussion of expelling us from
India and restoring the Mahometan rule.
When we state thet these fanatics never
numbered above a few hundreds, and only
boast at this minute to be four thousand,
the readar will be disposed to smile at therr
roetensions; but the fact is, that this hittle
eaven sets a whole swarm of mountaineers
in & ferment, The colony or school itself is
recruited from our own ternitories, and prin-
cipally from Bengal, whence men and monoy
are despatchod with an absurd but lively
faith in the é)over of the mission. Norw, as
the highlanders are all Mussulmans, and
imbued at anyrato with that doctrine of their
creed which proolaims war against infidels,
this little band of fanatics can ecasily add
fuel to flamé, and parsuado the borderers to
msko eommion csuse in a holy struggle.
This combination of the principles of crusa-
ders with the pumsnits of caterans consti-
tutes, as will bo oasily discorned. & strong
motive power ; and to all this wo must pro-
bably add & certain impulse from behind.
In the rear of thesé semi-indepondent moun-
taineers arc the Afighans propar, and in the
rear of tho Affghans now stands Russia. It
is nol nodBssAry to prosume that either
the Russishg or the Afighans are
actuslly inditimg tho borderers to war, but
the belief that the English have 2 powerful
enemy Already In Bokhara may have its

weight in detormining £ho résults bofore us.
As o mattor of faot, wo aro told that a forco
comprising no less than 20,000 of the best
troops in Indis i3 already massed in these
parts and preparoed for action.
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BRIGAND CHIEFS.

A correspondent of the Fall Mall Guselte,
who recently visited somo of the Italian
brigands in the prison of Salerno, glves an
intercsting sketch of some of tho chiefs.
He says.—Three deserve especial notice—
namely, Nunzionte d’Agotino, Antonio For
tunato, and Guiseppe Apuzzo. Nunzionto
d’Agotino was Captain of & band consisting
of ten brigands and one woman, Chiara di
Nardo, and for many years troubled the
neighbourhood of Monte di Postiglions, not
vary far from Pastum. He is now 27 years
of age, and in appearance and manners
would pass for a gentleman: He has not
the dark eye and dark skin 80 cornmon in
southiorn Italians, but a fresh, healty com-
plxion, bright brown eyes, a broad forehead,

he to be met in London the probabilities are
that he would be taken for an English
officer. T had a long conversation with him
of tho frankest character. He talked with
perfect openness about brigandage; did
not seem at all distressed at his capture;
exposed to vipw with an apparent teeling
of pride three places on his body 1were
bullets had entered—one on his arm, an.
other below the shoulder, and & third
behind it—all received during his capture.
As he talked he shirugged his shoulders,
rmsed his oyebrows, and gesticulated in the
essy manner of oloungeratacafo. How
mony murders or what atrocities this man
had committed. I do not presume to tell.
He admitted none, though he did allow
that he had taken away life in self dofence.

accusers say he murdered his own
infant, When that charge hanened to be
mentioned he smilud plessantly, and said
the child had died early, which, he thought,
was a good thing.for the littlo one, since s
brigand’s camp is n-0t & gocd kind of nurse-
ry. When this gentleman's fingers wore
within 2 quarter of :an inch of one’s watch-
guard or thrown owut in the earnestness of
conversation towards one'» arm or chest,
it was impossiblo notto feel how disagree-
able such proximity would havo been a few
miles distant in tlae coun 1t may also
have occutred to him how different would
bave been the ch aracter of our interview
had we met in t he region of his former
rule. As it was, the conversation was
intcresting to the visitor, and an agreeable
change to the briga ad, perhaps, considering
the tedium of pnis on life. For he has now
been in juil seme fifteen months, and only
awaits the Znel diecision of the superior
court of Naples b sforo ho is transported to
one of the numero as prisons wliere convicts
are confined. He is mow condemned for
life: and there iss little prospect of any
mitigation of the sentence. Before he had
taken to briganda go my friend had worked
in the fields ss a labourer; but he soon
discovared that sv tch a life was only fit for o
slave. What coudd he dot Xo wanted to
become rich. Tb ere was po path open to
him but brigands 1ge, and for many yoars he
had boen succe ssful in it, commanding lus

his companions were  either captiired ¢ BN
killed, he supposed he must submit 1, [

" whatever penalty the atronger party cho

to impose upon him. In his opinion it my
evidently only a siruggle of parties, cni
for tho present hdhad got the worstofy [
When, after gome time, Imade him a bos

and bade him adieu, ha returned the con. B
pliment in tho manner of & man periectly M
at hus ease.

will recolloct our brief friendship ard sy
accordingly. Antonio Fortunato is amy
of an entirely diffrent stamp. Thero isg, ¥
pretence of chivalry about him. Witk by 8
long black hair, black short beard aq B
moustache, deep set black smasll eyes, thy
aquiline nose, sallow complexion, anj
somewhat sunken cheeks, he is not pary.
cularly engaging, and yot has nothig R
absolutely forbidding in his countenancs, B
He began life in the peaceful and confiden K

tial capacity of & barber, bt he afterwards BN

entored the army, aud when he gotinto [
someo difficulty with cne of the officers of J
his regiment, he descrted, snd took tothy f
hilts, He here formed a band of nincor 3%

ten robbers, and had led them to plunde R

with more or less of glory and gain foreigh ¥
years, whon at last ho was taken.
is now entirely destroyed, and whatere
may be his real foolings on the subject, b ¥
displays little or no regret at their end. it
spoms gbsurd to feel anv sympathy forany B
of these brigands or their chiafs, menwh ¥
have committed the grqssest atrocities an! M

who would doubtless do 5o again had thy 8

the opportunity; but, as a matter of fi, &
it is impossible to converse with them with £
out feeling a sort of compassiorate interest §R

in them. If this applies to the generalt; A

of them, it applies with especial forcato J8
Guiseppe Apuzzo, captain of a band which B
for some five years after 1862 infested th: |8
neighbourhood of Castellamare, Sorrentr, B
and Amslfi. He is now about 30 years of §
age, and is very respectably connectd 3N
In his youth ho was extravagant, rapidly
spent s smsll fortune, and then, being: E%
Bourbonist, took to brigandsage in the caun 8
of Francis II. There seems to beno poss: [
ble doubt that this religious exmonarch ks 3
many friends among the brigands, and thit
he had done much to maintain and asis §
them. In appearance and menner atlast 8
Apuzzo is o gentleman. Ho has a fine face. J
with good forhead and particularly intelh- &
gent oyes. He seems to rogard Lis carcer |
as a brigand as & mere political necessty, B
and believes that had the Bourbonsretumd B

he would have been rowarded insteadol B

punished. He told me, with an airof polite §
gauvity, that he would never touch a
Jorestiery, and that when on one occasion
his band secized aa Euglishman ner
Sorrento, who had risen at an early hour to
sce the sun rise, he had the stranger liberat
ed, and allowed nothing to be taken from
him. This statement, though it sounds
somowhat dubious, is, it appesrs, perfectly
correct. .

‘The following atory 13 told of tho batded §
Chickamauga:—During the heat of thebat: ®
tle, an ow), alarmed at the unusual tempest §
of sounds, was frightened from his vsmd
kaunts. Two or three crows spied him a
once, and made pursuit and a battlo ensued A
The contest was observed by an Irishmsn of
the Tonth Tennessee, which was at tho time
hotly engaged. Pat consed firing, droppd
tho breech of his gun to the ground ad
exclaimed in astomishruent, ‘¢ Moses, whats
country! the very birds in the air are fight

band not only wi th profit but with pleasure.
Now tbat he waa:: t&nn, however, &nd all

ing.ll

Should wo meet at somo future §8
day near Monte di Postiglione, I trustl, B

His band IS




