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25 At tho close of tho war the Vo.unteers
and Local Militia both declined in strength;
but the Statuto underwhich tho latter force
was roised has ne ver been repealed.

31. After tho Bullot of 18!0—which again
produced substitules rather than conscripts
—Lord Custlereagh practically abandoned
conacription for the Geueral Mihtis, and
during the war that force was raised by boat
of drum nt the expento of the Imperial T'rea-
sury. After the war the Ganeral Militia re*
turned to its normal condition, and men, as
needed, were raised by ballot, untilin the
yens 1829, the Lallot was suspended, and
has so continued.

32, II. Such, in biief terms, bemng the
history of Coneecription until its practical
abandonment, the question for consideration
presents itself =—1Is it expedient to rovive
conscription ng a means of recruiting the
A-my or the General Militia—and, if 60, to
what extent? No doubt if the geographical
position of this country were identical with
that of Prussia or France it would be not only
expedient, but nbsolutely necessary toresort
to measures similar to those adopted by each
of these countries for the formation of a
large standing army with adequate reserves.
And—even denying that necessity—it may
not be altogether irrélovant to the otject for
which this memorandum is prepared to give
n brief outline of tho conscription which 18
tho keystone to the systems in operation
Prussin under the Inw of 1867, and in France
under the law of 1868,

33. As to the Prussian system — Under the
political arrangements ot Prussia every citi
* zen is, in theory, liable to military service in
time of war, though, practically, this obliga*
tion has been usually limited to service—

1st, In the Landsturm, betieen (say) 17
to 20 and 32 to 42 years of age.

2nd. In the Standing Army (icecording to
one of its threo divisions) between 20 to 32
years of age.

34. As lo Service in the Standing Army.—
Dismissing from present consideration the
service in the Lsndsturm to explain the
mode in which men are raised for the Stand*
ing Army, the system of the North German
States appears to be as follows:

In time of pesce the military forca consista
of three principaldivitions ;:—1st. An active
force. 2ndly. A reserve force. 3rdly. A
Landwebr or sedentary militia The original
source of supply to the active force isan an-
nual conscription from tbe male population
(say 370,000, in number) attaining the age
of 20 years in each year.

35. To insure this supply, the civil author-
isics record the sges and nlacea of residence
of males between the yoars of 17and 42, and
prepsre alphabetical lists classed in years,
of those who are liable to military service.
Un notice from the Civil authorties, those
atitaining tho age of 30 present themselves
in person for medical examination, as to
their physical ability to serve in the Army.
The medical report, and tho claims (it any)
for exemption are then considzisd hy ¢to
proper authorities conducting the conscrip-
tion, and the ballot, when taken, pluces (say)
100,600 conscripts in the ranks of the lat
Divisiono—the active force of the Standing
Army—and the residue (ssy) 270,000 men
in the ¢ Ersatz Reserve.”

36. The conscript in tho 1st Division is
under an obligation to give military ser
vice #0 the State for a term of 12 years,
which, in time of peace, is thus apportioned :

(a) In theactive force for thice years.

(&) la tho reserve for four years.

(c) In the Lendwebr for five years.

While throughout the term of 12 years
cach conscript, as being either onactive ser®
vice or on furlough, is liable to trial under

mnlitary law for any such offences as ho may
be guilty of,

(a.) The service in the actirearmy duing
pence varies little from that in an English
rogiment at home quarters; and in war there
is tho same liability to szrve beyond aswithin
the borders of tho State. ‘I'he marriage of n
soldier during this period is prohibited by
the State,

(b.) After three yoars’ service, if peace
oxists and continues, the soldier pisses on
furlough into the reservo for four yours, dur
ing which period he is bound, nn tho call of
the military authorities, to take part in two
manouvres of eight weeks' duration, but to
give no othor service to the State.

(c.) After these seven years of service, if
peace continues to exist, tho soldier passes
on furlough mto the Landwebr for five years,
during which period be is hound (if called
on by the military authorities) to exercise
(1n company or battalion) for two periods of
eight to {4 days’ duration.

3T, Asto the Service in the Landsturm.—
After this 12 years of service tho citizen is
liable, until he attains the age of 42 years,
to be called out in case a hostile invasion
occurs, or be threatened against the Freder
al Dominion, to serve in the Landsturm.

38. The ** Ersats Ruscrve’' consists uf the
residue of the counscripts not wanted for, or
physically capable of, or (except in national
extremity) exempt from military service, is
divided into two classes. They serve in the
first class for three years, and in the second
for nine years. Those in the first ciass are
liable during the firat year to be taken into
the Army to supply the vacancies of recruits
rejected at the regiment, and duriagthe re
aiaing two years the vacancies caused by
war or other circumstances, snd which the
andaal conscriptioa is not sufficient to meet.
After the firstclass is exhausced, the second
becomes liable to meet these deficiencies.

39. Hitherto the peace arrangements only
have been considered; but to uunderstand
how the Army is brought upon a war footing,
the administrative organization of the State
must be referred to.

40. The priuciple that underlies the Ger-
man organization is, that each corps &’armée
and regiment is localised ; this 1s, serves in
the distriot in which it was raised, snd sel-
dom, save in the event of war, is moved out
of it. The reoruit, therefore, usually enters
upon his army services in places and with
asgociates famil’ar to him.

4I. To secure Lhis system the whole king
dom is parcelled off into Landwehr, corre.
sponding to the civil distriots: Out of each
district a battalion is raised, and n each
there is 8 permanent stuif to suverintend,
amongst other things, the Landwehr, the
Resorve, and the supply of reoruits to the
active force of the battalion or regiment
raised in the district: These * districts’ are
again subdivide®into * circles,” from which

compagsics arg ruised,

42'.' The recruiting or conscription 13 man-
aged by the Minisiry of the Interior, aided
by that of War, hayving immediately undar
them the Presidents of Civil Government,
and the geperals in commsand. In each dis-
trict there is an inferior authcrity (Dapart-
ment Ersatz Commission 1m Bezirk der—
Infanterie Brigade) composed of tho civil
and military otficials reporting to the Mini-
sters, and in each circle & commission of
lower authority, composed of the chief civil
agent, and the comniander of the Lardwehr
battalions reporting to the district tribunal.
The agents used for prepariog the conscrip.
tion lists, are the parish clergy and the ofli-
oials holding the registers.

43. The reserves are absorbed into the
active force, and the Army, in time of war,

thus becomes divided into two divisions only,
tho activo forco and the Lannwehr. This
absorption of tho reserves 8 effectod by tho
commander ol the Landwebr Qistrict
(tbrough the agenoy of the provincial and
parochinl authorities) ordering all tho ro

serve men on furlough to proceed to tho
hendqunrters of tho Lindwohr; and after
medical examinntion, those that aro 6t for
war cervice aro formed into three battalions,
aud (ns wanted) forwarded to their regi-
meats by oflicers taking up recruits, The
roginteninl system is therefore rigidly up-
held, nnd the reserves bring up their old
rogimentor battalion to its war strength.

44. Toanswer for probable losses, a fourth
or deg 5t bttalion of 800 to 1,000 reserve
men is raised for each regiment; and after
this his been sent to the froat, a fifth or
sixth battalion is formed, till tho reserve are
exhau- ted,

45. In liko mannet the Landwehr is called
up and embodied #s a separate force, the
service of which is usually in the district, to
hold garrisons, and keep open all the lines
of communication from tho baso to the eld
of operations.

16, Certain exemptions fiom the con-
scription are conooded ; but as neither sub
stitution nor purchse of exemption is allow-
ed, the servico of the conseript is striotly
personal, That scientific and industrial eda-
cation may bo ns little interfered with a pos:
sible, young men, at the age of 17 years, are
permitted in time of peace to volunteer to
serve in the aclive force forone yaear at their
owncost. Ifat the expiration of the year
they are found competent in military know-
Jedge, they can be at once passed into the
reserve for the term of six years, under the
ordinary obligation of rejoining the active
force in cise of war.

47, lhe appointment of officers (which is
peculiar) noed not be referred to here, other
than by saying that in time of peace there
is no sadre to the reserves and Landmehr,

. 8. In the Reserves, officers, without any
limit as to number, are appointed sub lisu-
tenants of the regiment. Each has to qualily
for the appointment by sorvice, but though
qunlified he caunot be elected unless he
holds from all the officers of the regiment
in which he has served, a testimoaial of fit
ness, both in a military and social point of
view. He has then to be proposed by the
commander of this Landwebr regiment to,
and to bo sccepted by, the officers. Having
gained these suffrages, he is presented to
the King for his commission ; and, unless
called into the active army ; he is a member
of the local corps of Lindwehr officers for
four yeais, after which his servico may bs
renewed for a maximum period of 12 years.
. 49. In the Landwehr the_regimental staff
is not kept up, and the baftalion staffcon.
sists only of the commanding officer with
an adjutant, one non commissioned officerns
clerk, and two men as orderlies. .When off
cers are needed they are obtained partly by
transfer of active and reserve officars, and
partly by the promotion of qualified Land-
webe men.  Their election, appointment,
and commiszion are the same as in the cise
of an oflicer of reserve,

30, The class in .ociety from which the
oflicers are usually drawn consists of country
gentlemen, landed propristors, lawyers, &c.,
who, by serving for one year as voluntears
in tho active army, have qualified for their
appointments.,

bl. As to the French system.~Under the
law of the empire, ns decreed in Fobruary
1868, the military forces of France aredivid
ed into two distinct bodies, each body being
recruited by conseription, foupded upon the
fundamental principle that every citizen



