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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS,

W& hase to thank the friends who have reoewed ther
sulaceiptions to the HEviZw Ly prompt payment (n
advanee  \ve have respectfutly to request that those In
areears for renewal would take advantage of our most
favourable rater, The ndividual amount is only ong
POLLAR, but the aggregate is vety considetalle  Th
friends who wath to assist us In producing, at as cheapa
rate as possible, a good religious weekly will help us very
matenally by remliting in advance,

SABBATH OBSERVANOCE.

T 18, we fear, no exaggeration lo say that all
over this Lontinent respect for the Sabbath
as a day divinely appointed for rest and worship
1s losing ground, and that the Christian Church
iteedl 1 all its branches shows too many signs
of yielding acquicscence to the presumptuous
demands of mammon.  Many things are toler-
ated i public and private that a few years ago
would have been justly regarded as breaches of
the Fourth Commandment. In many places
this deplorable change in public sentiment is due
10 the so called revolt against the stern require-
ments of the Puritan Sabbath, in others to the
nflueaces of a godless foreign clement in the
populauon, the supposed necess.ties of business,
and the ntense activity of the age; but from
whatever source the evil arises it may with per-
fect safety be put down under the general head
of increasing worldlinese, and plain disregard of
God's laws as revealed in Scripture and nature,
There 15 evidently a growing disinclination to
enforce the laws respecting Sabbath observance,
framed at a pstiod when opinion was more in ac-
cord with Scripture authonty than ar present,
and had not reached that pitiable flabbiness
which is often tobes:en when great moral ques-
tions are involved. There is, thercfore, to-day
a wel'-defined ¢ ntest raging between those who
would seculanze the Sabbath and thase wha wish
it to remain consecrated to worship and rest,
As the Commitiee on Sabbath Obscrvance in
their admurable report, presented at the meeting
of Kingston and Toronto Synod, just closed,
puts it : * The issue before us appears very dis.
tinctly to be whether & weekly day of rest shall
still reman for the whole community, under
sanction of the divine Jaw, or whether the Sab-
bath shall be regarded and treated as an obso
lete Jewish insutution—in ary case as an insti.
tution without direct Scriptural warrant, and
which must accommecdate itself to the de-
mands and prerozatives of business and com-
merce.” it is undeniable that even in old set.
tled communities of the United States the Sab.
bathis by large portions of the population re.
garded and treated as an obsolete Jewish institu-
von , and it is greatly 1o be fcared that this idea,
from a vanety of causes, 1s spreading in Canada,
ot the present we may be able to institute com.
pansons between our neighbours and ourselves
in favour of our method of keeping the Sabbath,
but it 13 perfectly evident to any one who t kes
the trouble to discern the signs of the times
that if wedo not take great heed to our own
ways we shallin time have nothing 1n this res-
pect to distinguish us. Tt is true we have not
set the Sunday rewspaper but we have the
readers, and the publishers ready to supply it, if
only they dared, We have not as yet open places
of buniness and amusement, and street traflic,
Lut we have ralway traftic and travel, which dur-
ectly and ndirectly affects large classes of the
community, and greatly lunders the proper
observance of the Sabbath 1n many towns and
citics of the land. It 1s perfectly cvident, there
fore, that with a policy of Jairtes faire on the
past of the Christian Church we shall s00n have
everything introduced amongst us that 1s des-
troying respect for the Sabbath an the United
States  The report does not put 1t too strongly
in saying, * At no penod in the history of the
Church and country 11 there more necessity that
the voice of the Church in uts several judicar-
ortes should be heard on the great qyuestion in-
volved , and that at every point the sacred day
should be protected from the cncroachments of
wotldlincss”
Th= interest our own Church has taken in the
matter dunng the past year 1s no* very reassur

——

g, of we may judga of the state of feeling in the
presbyteries, from their tota! failure to report
upon the subject.  Happily this failure would
not be a good criterion 1o judge of the Church's
terest in this most important matter.  In the
meetings of presbytery it was nuted in the Com.
wittee’s report that the matter had been dise
cuned, and that i several of thom plans had
been proposed for dealing with the most f=grant
instances wf Sabbath desccratton—tratlic on the
radways,

A3 our readers are anare, the question of Sab.
bath obsczvance came prominently before the
Toronte Preshytety on the coquiry : Hlow sese
ston should deal with members of the Church
who are much engaged wm railway work on the
Lord's Day.  ‘This phase of the evl has, from
other causes, come under the notice of the Min.
isterial Association, and been tealt with in such
a manner a3 shows that the clergy are fully alise
to the maguitede of the evil.

‘The Mivisterial Association of Ottawa recently
sought to enlist the co operation of the Minis.
teual Associations of Voromto, London, and
other places, in limiting Saboatl labour on rail
ways, The Ottawa Association has been advised
that the proper procedure in enforcing the Jaw
against unnccessary Sabbath work on railway s s
to apprehend the mien ali along the lines wher-
ever they may be found emptoyed.  From this
Froccdu:e, as the report states, wany sheink,
earing that it would wear the appearance of a
crusade against the working man, and they would
prefer, i€ possible, to deal in a first Instance
with the authorities of the several railways, the
principals in transgression, and in this opinion
we heartily concur. “T'he whole question,* as
the report states, **is an cxtremely difticult one,
and is rendered much more ditticult and complex
by the connection of our failway system with
that of the United States Tt scems that effective
action in the casc of this great and growing evil
will require the cooperation of the Chrstian
Church in Canada and the United $tates, in all
its branches. But, as the report with geeat clear-
ness and force puts it . * Th: entire foree of the
Church and of the Christian people, and of all
who value a day of weekly rest, must be ergan.
szed and combined, if suecesslul resistance shall be
made to this powerful antagonist of Christianity
and of social well-being.  And no time should
be lost, for delay simply increases the strength
of our encmy, while it diminishes our own,
Even now it may be fsaredthe public mind
largely acquiesces in the continuance of the
evil, as a thing which under cur systera of travel
and commerce is inevitable,”

The Synod, in accordance with the recom-
mendation of the report, decided to bring the
whole subject of the better observance of the
Sabbath before the General Assembly, and to
ask the Assembly, through its committee, to
enter into correspondence with other branches of
the Church voth in Canada and the United
States, with a view of bringing the combined’
forces of Christian opinion to bear upon this
momentous question, and to devise means by
which the inheritance of the Sabbath shall be
testored to large and important classes of the
community,

It appears to us that this bold and compre-
hensive plan strikes ot the toot of the matter, It
the whole Christian Church of the United States
and Canada can be roused to grapple with the
evil, the result can scarcely be doubtful.  And
that it can be roused, and is even now ready to
act, may be taken for granted. The prompt
action of the Christian Church, under wise
guidance, cannot faif to conserve the Christian
Sabbath, with allits blessed privileges and oppor-
tunities, to the wedry and heavy laden sons of toil,

OHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION IN TRE
PROVINCIAL SCHOOLS.

THE BIDLE IN THE HANDS OF THE TEACHRRS—
THER RECENT MISTAKE,

UR readers will see that our contention
implies that, in this Christian country, the
work of public instruction should be committed
to those only who are qualified to give instruc-
tion in the principles of Christianity, Our
present educational system indeed assumes this;
but very inconsistently, as we believe, practically
ignores the teacher in its arrangements for the
communication of religious instruciion.  \With-
out going into details, we venture to characterize
the present provision for Christian ingtruction
as being both highly objectionable and alto-
gether inadequate. In answer to the taunts of
some who plead its sufficiency, we cannot but
express our strong persuasion that the permis-
sion given to ministers of various denominations
would, if generaily acted on, have the evil efleat
of impressing upon the minds of cur young
people notions respecting differences among
Christians greatly at variance with the actual
teality of the case, Apart from this, the amran
ment relegating to ministers the work of Chns
tian {nstruction in the national schools may be
not improperly characterized as a legislative
impettingnce. It may have been fallen into
with the best intentions; but only a great want
o! consideration could liave led to the expecta.
tion that a body of men who, as a class, have
their hands full of work, should be free 10
undertake a portion of school work, which the
salaried officials ought to be qualified for, if the
work itselt is of any impurtarce, as it is supposed
g be. With about as much teason, might the
giving of lessons in physiology and hygiene be
relegated to physicians, and the services of other
rotessional men called in.  If it is right that,
«n this Christian country, Christian instruction
should, because of its being a Christian country,
occupy & prominent place in the public schools,
the ability to give such instruction should be
regarded &9 an indispensable qualification of the

teacher.

Were the Christian mind of the Drovince
made alive to the importance of our having an
educational eyitem distinctively and decidedly
scuptural or Christian, and were Christian in-
struction auvthuritatively recognized as a cone
stitueat portion of the dzily work of the school,
it shoutd not Le diflicult to And -+ sufficient
supply of teachers well qualified 1o instrucy the
youny in the facts and principles of the Christian
religion.  ‘There need, as we have saud, be very
tittle apprehension in reference to scctarianism.
With the Bible in his hand and In the hands of
tus pupils, let the teacher have full Libeety with
the Ihble lesson as with anyather,  He cannot,
indeed, do more than lay a good foundation for
futute progress.  But that he can do, f full
fibeaty 3s given hum. I'o a text-book consistng
of a selection of porttons of scripture there can
be no objection, provided it is not intended to
exclude the use of the Dible itsell. A good
selection, resenting a general view of God's
dealings with men in connexion with His
revelations of Himsell as the God of Salvatlon,
may be very serviceable in the carlier stages of
instraction  But injustice, we are persuaded,
will be done to the Bible, of s use 1s superseded
by any sclection howeser excellent.  And e
we must be allowed to express the opinion that
a great mistake has been comminted in the §re-
jaration of the sclectior tecently authonzed.
We would be slow to belicve, as has been
supgested, that it 1s the ontcome of any under-
band dealing, having in view the cxclusion of
the Bibte itself froni our schools. DBut such is
the obsious tendency of it ; and there arc some
who frankly avew the belief that there is an
impropricty in placing the teachings of Scriptuse
in our schools in any other form. We trust, in
another article to vindicate the right of the
Bible to a place in our schools against the
objections made by these parties.  But meon-
time we cannot but cxpress our sincere regret
that, instead of the Ihble itself with suitable
regulations and dircctions as to its usc, and with
pethaps a calendar of lessons, we have, at three
or four times the cost, a volume of extracts
which is too likely to supersede it, and the
Vrcfctcnce of which cannot fail to prejudice the

lible in the minds of the young. "The mistake
is all the more 1o be regretted, in view of the
fact that the united representations of the larger
religiovs denominations of the Province were
met by the Government in such a spirit, as to
warzant the hope that the general and persistent
pressurc of its wishes, on the part of the Chns.
tian public, would ere long secure for the Bible
its proper place in the school. Ve greatly fear
that complications have arisen to the rc))udicc
of the cause of the Bible in our schools. It is
to be hoped that those who have that cause at
heart will not yicld to discouragement, or be
deterred from needful cffort by the strife of
tongue and pen that may now, perhaps more

an cver, characierize the agnation of the sub-
ect. We shall do well to believe that it s not
possible, in these times, for a religious news.
paper to be faithful to the best interests of the
community, without exposing itself to unworthy
imputations,

HONOUR TO A PIONEER.

HE presentation of an overture from the
Kingston Presbytery anent the proposed
restoration of the old United Empire Loyalist
Presbyterian Church at Fredericksburgh, On-
tario, and the erection of 2 mural tablet to
commemnorate the life and labours of its first
pastor—the founder, too, of Presbyterianism in
this Province—the Rev. Robert McDowal),
formed a very brnight portion of the proceedings
at the late meeting of the synod at Galt, It
was a pleasant thing to see the young men of
the Church secking to recover lost ground,
while at the same time perpetuating the memory
of the faithful pioneer who had spent a long life
tn the service of our Church, and to hear the

inspiring Rory of that life recounted by one who
had assuciated with him in his early ministry,
and whose own ripe experience has now attained
to “ something of prophetic strain.”

The overwure set forth that the Rev. Robert
Mchowall came to Upper Canada in the year
1798, in response to a pelition sent to the
Ciassis of Albany, by the band of United Empire
Loyalizts who landed in Adolphustown under
Major Van Alstine in 1784 ; that Mr. McDowall
bad preached the Gospel from Brockville o the
head of Lake Ontario, when the vast region
lying between was an almost unbroken wilder-
ness ; that his old church isnaw in a dilapidated
condition ; that it is proposed to restore it,
making it suitablc to be again used as a place of
worship for a number of Presbyterian families
living in the vicinity, and t0 crect a tablet near
the pulpit, commemorative of his lfe and
labouts ; and that & small sum from cach family
within the bounds of that synod which onginally
constituted hiz parish would be sufficient to
defray the expenses of the undentaking.

‘The overture wassupported by the Rev. Jaincs
Cumberlangd, of Stella, who has been indefatig-
able in arousing public interest in the matter,
and by the Rev. Dr. Reid, who in his younger
days was intimately acquainted with Mr, Mc-
Dowall, The overture was received with the
uimost favour, and, on motion of Principal
Caven, was adopted. A committee representa.

tive of the and its various presbyteries,
eomiuin{)ot evs, W, Bennett, moderator ; John
Gray, D D)., clerk ; W. Reid, D.ID.; J. K. Smith,

M.A.; E Cockbum, M.A,; C. H, Eastman, BA.;
W. A. Hunter, ALA., J. Campbell, M.A,, and A.
H. Scott, M.A., was appointed to co-opetate with
the Kingston presbytery in taking the necessary
steps to carry out the terms of theyverture. At
a meeting of the commitiee, we understand, it
was decided that a circular be prepared and
sent to each minister within the bounds, setung

forth the points of intcrest In connection with
the scheme, and that the representatives of the
several preshyterics be Instructed to bring the
wiatter before their preshyteries as soon as prac-
ticable to give effect to the synod’s recommen.
dation  Rev. Jas Cumberland was appointed
treasurer, [t was stated that the contenmplated
restatation will require an expenditere o) about
$1,300.  OF this sum about $300 has been
already subscribed, leaving a batance of $900 to
be provided for. It is the intention of the
conmittee to push the wotk of collecting funds
and restoration, so as Lo have the church opened
in Sc‘blcmbcr next.

‘L his benevolent and dutiful pro{cct rCquines
no commendavion, ‘The successful accomplish-
nmient of the comnuttee’s plans will give the
Church a new congregation, revive Presbyteri
anisin in alistrict onee its cradle and its home,
and would do something to perpetuate and keep
fresh the memory of a good man to whom our
Chliusch and countty aie pre eminently indebted.
Let the commitiee pe heantily supported.

Ix our efforts to show that it 1s both desirable
and feasible 1o restore the Bible to its old place
in the public schoals it 1» encouraging to notice
that school cotporations are moving in the
matter. By an almcest unanintous vote the
Iublic School Board, ‘I'eronto, bhas decided to
remove the "Scriptute fessony” from the schools,
and to zestore the Bible in its entirety.  In this
connectlon we notice alse with extreme pleasure
that the clergymen of several neighbouring towns
have united to propose to the school carpora-
tions some definite plan of giving rcligious in-
struction during school hours  Rcligious in-
struction 15 now given in the scheols of Dow-
manville and Newcastle, and Yast week a depu
tation from the Ministerial Association of Port
flope conusting of Revs. Dr. O'Meara and
Messes, Cleland, Muchell and “Frotter waited
upon the School Board and urged the desitabil-
ity of intzoducing rehigious instruction inlo the
sihools of that town. A majonty of the Jloard
eapressed themselves in favour of the idea. It
does not surpnse us 1o see the old arguments
against the Bible and religious instruction in our
national schools again appeating in the School
Board and the sccular press.  Christian people
in their efforts to secure a measure of religlous
instruction for the children attending our
schools, are preity well accustomed to hear of
“ bigotry," *the danger of offendingthe Roman
Cathalice,” “*sermonizing,” “the sufliciency of
Sunday schools, prayer meetings, and general
church secrvices,” *partisanship,” **scctarian
(anaticismy,” * frothy rant,” and other high spiced
Bhrascology made to do duty for argument, to

c dismayed by suggestions of evil motives in
this matter. We trust the whole question will
be kept out of the arena of party politics, but
{or ourselves we have such an aleding fanh :n
the propricty of having the Biblc in the schools
and the value of religious teaching based thercon
that we are prepared to welcome itsiatroduction
‘rom any quarter. If it required, as somc allege,
a party to get the Bible out of the schools, it
may require a party to get it back again, but we
would prefer o sce it brought back thruugh the
influence of Chusian people itrespective of
party.  And that 1s what we shall labour for and
expect.

Ox the cve of the second reading of Mr, Glad.
stone’s Irish Home Rule Bill the Genenl
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
has issued through the Moderalor a declaration
addressed to the Presbyterians in America stat
ing their uncompromising hostility to the
measure in its present shape, and their opinion
that there are no grievances removable by legis-
lation which cannot be removed by the Imperial
Parliament. It concludes thus .

** I the Government proposals are cartied fnto cffect
the Presbyteciant of Treland will feel themclues cruelly
abandoned 2nd betrayed by their fellow citizens, whose
forefathers planted them in the country 250 years sgo,
During all that time we have conliilaied in no small
degree to the wellfare of licland, and, on the faith of
Br.tish connecilon, we have enlarged our borders till we
extend all over the country. \We bave built up our
churches and schools, oor nianses and col our fae.
toties and houses: we have borzht land and constiucted
rallways; we havecreated vast trusts and carried through
enoimous {nvestments, all {n the belief of ocut citizeathip
in the United Kingdon, acd relying on the strong, just
hand of Britlsh faws, and oow, after al, agsinst wur
carncit pleading snd protest, our loyalty and patriotinm
and seli-teliance almost scorned, we who until now
rejoiced in being reckoned an integral pottion of the
Unlted Ringdom are to be degraded from our citizenship
and our Liberties, our E;olpﬂun atd our Jives apd handed
to the keeping of & wholly irresponnible asthority, We
have beea appealed 10 10 accept the proposed new order
of things and make the best of [t Beyord doutr o it
could be shown to the Genesal Assembly 1hat Home Rule
was to be a Lencht to Lieland, she would be found ia the
van of the movement Jemanding it, but because she be-
lieves that in cvery sense and every degree the granting
of it wruld only end in disappolatment and disasier, she
feels bound to revist to the utmost of her power the {1
omened propotals of the Prime Minfster,

Savs the Unwited Presdyierian Magasing =
This sub) ct—Term of Servicein the Ministry—
which is beginning to be discussed in the home
churches, appear zlso to be exciting some inter.
est in the Presbyterian Church of Canada. A
correspondence on the question has been going
on in the pages cf the Predylerian Reriew,
{Toronto). In an editorial it is pointed out
that the cvils which tnay give rise to the desire
of a short service term: of ministry are twofold—
(t) the minister may be inefficient; (2) the
congrégation may be unsympathetic and du.
corgm. In citics there is some relief for the
people ; in country districts this relief can be
secured only by leaving the congregation,  Fail-
ing relief, the cvil through the fault of the
minister, of the congregation, or of bath, may
grow uniil 1t become “a real sore in the boly
ccclesiastic.” The remedy is not ealy dis-



