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REMIT ON STUDENT'8 GRADUATING.
BW W. G. W. FoRTuNB.

IREAD with relisb the article by Dr. Robertson, in a
recent number of the PRES13YTHRIAN REviEw. A

feîv lnes froni one wbu has gone îvest to do frontier
wvork, may nlot bie out of place, and may, îve hope, add
some wveight ta wvhat bas been said.

Regarding thîe benefits, ivhich accrue to the gradu-
ate rnissionary, there seem ta bc no room for doulit.
We ail bad our theories during our college course. At
times vie deplorcd the apparent deadness of congre-
gations, and fouind fauit wath the iiodits aperandi of
the pastors of such. We ionged to test our theories,
and wake to life those wvho wvere either dead or asleep.
But our theories were then untried. Some of theni
wvhen put into practice %vere abandoned, because of
their impracticability. Such maistakes when made i11
the mission field art, not so costly as when made in a
large congregation.

Morcover, the student wvho is in a mission station,
for six months, docs not feel the responsibility which
devolves upan the settled pastor or ordaincd mission-
ary. He knowvs tbat if he errs in any way he ivill soon
be out of the field, and next summer may look for a
fresh scene of labor. The people knowving that such is
the case, ivili put up with a great deal more from hini,
than they will from an ordained nian.

Let men be sent out for a year, and ivhen they
realize their future, ta a certain extent, clepends upon
the verdict rendered at the end of that time, they îvill
be more judiciaus and discreet, and better able ta
maniage a large congregation. Hence as a means of
discipline, a ye& « in the field as an ordained inissionary
would be invaluable.

If rnen will leave for the States, rather than abey
the courts of the church, vie shail loose but little.
Seifishness forms too large an element in their comi-
pound for theni ta be of much real value.

Sane take exception ta the church making it
cornpzilsory ta labor in the mission fild. Why are they
nlot consistent and take exception ta the conpzlsory
attendance on lectures? We do nlot find Scripture
authority for afixed period af attendance upon lectures,
either in Arts, Science, or Theology. The Church,
convinced that it would be in the interest of the peopie,
and also ofithe rninisters, that there should bc a certain
standard of proflciency, iegisiated accordingiy, and no0
anc demurs. XVhen the course bas been extended in the
past, the students tell in with the change, and numnbers
af us ini the wvork îvould like ta take an additional ycar.

If the church bas the right ta campe! men ta study
sO many years, or pass s0 many prcscribed examina-
tiens, she has the rigbt ta add a year's wvork, ac a
practical test of their fltness as pastars.

Appeals for voltinteers. have been made front year
ta year, by aur wt.. tly superintendent, but very feiv
respond. Men bave been writtcn ta personally ofUering
them desirable fields. As Convener oi the H.M.C. af
Brandon Presbytery. 1 have viritten ta several, but no
response, save Iltbank you for remembering me."

Some may objectto the Remit saying: Iltbat wbere
a congregation unites upon a man as their pastar, the
ch.arch, by passing such legisiation, is intcrfcring with
a cail froni God. Let us look at the question fairiy.
Is every man ivho cnters the ministry called ai God ?
Na. Is every call froni a cangregatian, a cali froni
God ? No. Is every cal! frani a congregation, a cal!
froni God, wvben the anc ca!led bas signifled bis wvil.
lingness to becometheir minister? If you answerycs,
thon yau have sorte bard problcms ta salve.

1 IDoes Gad cal! a man ta two or tbrce congrcg-
gation at the sanie trne ? for sametimes that number
bave been in a man's band at the ane time, ho baving
signified his willingness ta become the pastar ta each
ai thcm.

2 Wby sarne men are forccd to icave a charge in-
side ai ane year or two yezrs, on account ai iack ai

judegment in pulpit utterances, or inelffciency in tho
supply given?

3 How men almost invariably break their promises
made to smnaller congregations, and accept the largcr
and more lucrative?

Did congregations know the nici thorougid,,y and
were ministers absoiuteiy unsc/ish then cvery cali rnight
be said to cornle frontî God, but it. would li ecxtrcrncly
dangerous to say.at present that suchi is the case.

My contention is, tliat if the General Assembly-sawv
it ta pass such a mieasurc, it 'wvoulcl much morc likcly

be a call froi God to the young rnen *graduating, thian
a cail. froni a. single congregationl. The Asseribly
takes a 'vieîv of the whole work of the Church.; they
knov wvhere there are the grcatest needs; they rcalize
the only source of efficient supply; and in saying, for
the cause of Christs young men you mnust miat these
felds for a tune they are likely to be the nmediumi,
through whom God cals men ta the work. There is
no selflsbness in such a dicision. They aire nlot circurn.
scribed in there view. They are acting in the best
interests of the Cliurch and humanity and these cannot
alw'ays be predicàted of tlaé candidate for a cali.

Moreover such legistation would abolisli the abom-,
inable practice to which some resort of recommending
protogcs of theirs, young, untried men, viho have been
member's af their congregations. lnstead of advising
these men ta spend a fewv years in mission wvork, they
wvrite to desirable vacancies, and extol their qualities,
when they have yet to prove they are capable of filling
such resppnsible positions. Besides, it wvould remove
the stigma f rn the men îvho have gone West. In the
namne of a number of my brethren now iii the West, I
protest against the prejudice, cxisting agflifst men,
îvho at the sa.crifice of lucrative salaries, have entercd
the mission field foi a time to Ilendure hardness as
good soldiers of Jesus Christ." Thesc men are scbo-
larly, and fluent speakers, and so far as, settling dovin
is concerned, did nlot require to corne West. Further,
it niaght eradicate si-me of the selfishness wvhicli seenis
to exist to an ,!artning dcgree, in sorte of our.mcn.
In David's tir,îe, those vibo ivent to the battie, objected
to sharing tii' spoil %vitb those wvho renîainéd nt the
brook Besor. I SanI. XXX. 21-25. NO w tl)e order
appears to be inverted and these %%boi tarry /hcszde he
Stliffverse 24 get the lion's share, ~viethose who fighit
in the fore front of the battle, are put on short rations.
It is self evident thec spiarit of stifisilieiss is fastcred byv
our present system. Were the test of Our Lord *1 if
any man wvill corne after nie, let hien dcniy hinislf, and
take upi his cross and follow nie. *applied stringcntly,
it wvould tlia out the nunîber ol applicants for the min-
istry, if vie may judge by thecir actions. Besides, it
%vould give evcry graduatc somec practical linowvledize
of the nature and extent of Our w,«ork,, of 1'.hicli sotte of
our men are 'vocfully ignorant, vhcn such are called
upon ta speak of the I ardships and Difliculties in
Home Mission \Vork,- thecy are coinpelled tii get their
informiation froni those %vhio hall beceticg.agcd in this
wvork.

If the General Assembly passes thli% rnca.stre.7 it is
ta bc earncstly hoped it %vil] be carricd out ta the
letter, and that neither tlae GÙeneral Ais!,sbly nor the
variaus Presbyte-ries wvill show anytlîing of thicir
former supincness.

Thanking yot, for the space.
Elkhorn, Mlan.

In God's ligbit only cani wetruly sec light. WVhcn
vie study his trtuth Il according to the Scriptures " Xwe
cani sec anîd understand. A newi man ina Clîrit und a
ne,.% life in Christ go together. IlCorne sec the place
whbere thc Lord Iay,'* we cati say of Uic Christian's
grave. He wvho does flot d1it with Christ 'viii die the
death eternai ; lie viba is nat by faith buricd %vitl
Christ and raised again, will bc btiried with a sepul.
ture that knows no resurrcction. 94Dead hîdecd 111110
sin, but alive unto God," is the aittitudc of the rcsur-
rection rhan.
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