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adoption carried, apparently s3hutting off any chance of
debate.

The Rov. Dr. J. Leontîrd Cerning, of Terre Haute,
Liad., goot liberty tu lîresent a briof paper on the saine
subjeet. Hlis address ivas as a littie boembshiell in the
couneil. lie thouglht it would be inost deeidedly proper
aud judicious to relax the custouiary tests et admission
to churchi ineinberslîip. Sonue of theni inighit renîemi-
ber wlîeîu only on the lower tops of thoir teeiîs, stand-
ing up to declare tlieir belief iii nietaphyBical postulates
tlîat Iiad puzzled theological ininds for iiiaiy ages.
Could a full view be had of the skepticisni resulting
frouît tlîia doguntic dictation it would present a, pitiable
siffht; the instances cf decay cf faith thatcculd be trac-
eci to tlîis dogniatisii, if collected, wvould bu appalling.
Oildhuud's- appeal for relaKM>ionl was mol'st pathetic
aîîd urgent. 0.) the poinît cf practical tests hie
thoutdht canididates should îîot bu torrified at the doors
of the church and tlîuir eîitrance imade as a celebration
of a coîîquust. The slacking groitli of church muni-
bership) chaliengued attenticn. He prayed that they
Nvould be guided by a spirit wlîich would enable thei
te draw the proper liue be.twveeii ani extrie conserva-
tisîii and the liberty that know3 lnc lawv.

Prof. Wright, cf Oberlini, Ohio, Dr. Penteccst, cf
Brooklyn, Dr. WXard, cf Ne-v York, the Rov. .J. B3
Gregg of Coloraîdo Springs, Colo., and Dr. Quint, of
Dovei', Ni. H., took part iii the debate whiicli fcllowed.
The drift of their remiarks ivas generally agaînist relax-
ationi.

The Council ivas entertained by the Chuicago Congru-
gaticîial Club on Friday eveningý. The bountiful col-
lation ivas furniishied by the ladies of the First Chiurcli
in their ample parlors. Dr, Littie, president of the
Club, presided, and Dr. Laîvrie iiivoked the Divine
blessing. After doiîîg full justice tu the suplier the
Counicil adjourned to the churchi auditorium; "My
country, 'tis of the,," ivas suîîgy, anud Dr. Eddy led in
prayer. A iluiiiber cf most intert-stingr speeches ivere
m'ado sparkling with life, and instinct îvith the spirit
of love. Prof. Egbert C. Siiiythi, of Andcî or, one of
the advocates of the "Andove- Theology," teck the op-
portuiiity cf referrý-ig to this alleged hieresy, and en-
deai-cred to reiuove inisapprehieusioiî in regard te it
and its pu-opagatou's. If hoe did îîct succeed in dcîng
tlîis, lie certainly left a very favorable impression on
the ininds cf his hearers in regard to his own sincerity
and earnestniess. At a later stage cf the proceedings,
wlien roporting the condition cf Andoî-er Theological
Seininary, Prof. Siuiyth took occasion to refer to the
subjeet again, vindicating tlie inîstitution froni the as-
persions wlîich had been thîrown upcuî it by the champ-
ions of an unyielding and persecuting orthodoxy. It
was manifest that these utterances awakent di the sym
pathy of a large proportion of the Couiil.

It would I two or three rîuînbers of the CINADIAN

hIîNIEn'NInuT to giVe e' on a bars- outlino of the sub-
jects brouglit before the body, and the discussions te
which thoy gave rise. The impression mnade upon, the
mmid ivas that of an ecclesiastical athiete wrestling
with gigantic fous and iterculeun tasks. What prob-
leins of diticulty and dluay stare our Atnericati brethrou.
in the face! The New West commrfission grapplitig
îvith the Mormîon question; the Educational Board
seeking to plant auîd sustain Collegres and Theological
Seiniinaries ail over the U. S.; the church-building
selieme, for wvhich $300),000 are îvantfd. "righvlt away,"
tho work cf ei-angrelizat-.*n, especially amnn the for-
Oign population wlîich is coii-i eing myriads to
.the land of the frtue," bringingr popery, infldelity aîîd
an-archisni alou- wvitlî them-;-une stands appalUed at
the mnagnitude of these and othsnr kindred task-s. Why,
as Dr. Noble stateil, thrilling, the i-ast audience îvhile
lie spoke the staxtlinig wv'rds: "Chicago alone lias a city
of thivty-five thousanid soti1s broughit to it for religicui
instructio1 î and influence every yea.. In this great
wOrk Coîigregational Chicago, îvith its seventeen clurch-
es, and inearly six thousand ieîcnbers is nîanfully striv-
ilig te do its p)art.

To une acrustcnied te be-hold such siinail gatherings
as tic Congregational Unionî aîîd association meetings
that convene iu Caniada, it Was a soul.insp)iring sighit
to sec thab vast thrcng of pastors and delegates ivhich
asseînbled day after day for eight successive days and
evenings, with very slowly diniinishing inibers tu
the last, tlîe second Wednesday witnessing an attend-
ance of aboutfivc huivdred. The roll of Counicil coi-
prisedover live liundrect namnes, and the attendance fron
the city and various parts cf the land eaily -swelled
the nuiaber s0 that; there ivas an average attendance
during thle earlier days of the session cf a thousand or
more. The impression inade upofl the nîind was that
tiiese people were intensely in earnest. They had not
corne tu see a great city, îvith its miultiplicity of inter-
esting objects, but te do a great îvork.

It has ofteîî beeni saidl of Amierican Congregational-
isin that it is "rinig-straked, speckled and spotted' like
Jaceo's cattie, through miXing withPrsyeins,
and in somne parts of the land the niongrel ecclesiasti-
cal produet bias been called " Presbygational isini." Trhis
ris truc to sonie extent of New Eiiglandl and a few other
Iccalities, but the younig Wvest is conîing out stroiîg in
the principles cf tinîe-honored historie, New Testament
rCongregationalism, and of the older States it wiUl
doubtless prove true iii timne that "a littie child shpIl
lead them" back to the old land marks.

1 think one canne go through the varied scenes of
such a meeting, se conducted, and se full of matters
fitted to stir the heart te prayerful sympathy, îvitlîouf
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