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11EV. THOMAS .JONES ON COLONIAL i%[SSIONS.*

Mr. Chairînan, îny friencs,-Our fathers thoughit, and '<aid, and wrTote tlîat tlîo
body of tho first mnî Adaîn was 1ieifectly fornied before it reccive(l life and spirit:
ail its ienîbors werc î>erfect in theiselves ani lîarnîoîîised witli eci other, but
it was lifeless. Thiere wvas no intelligence iii the eye, no smniles playcd on the lip,
no spirit of lifo shone iii the face. Like a beautiful statue, it hmtd syrnnetry,
proportion, harniony; but, like a beautiful statue, it was cold and dead. Like a
house at niidnighit without a ray of liiht iii any of its windows, it stooui, or rather
mias laid there; but the Lord Ibreatlîedi into its istrils the breath of licé, and it
becaîne a living soul. Then the lifeless statue mis iîîspired, the dark house wa'
illuîinied, for '' the spirit of a mnan is the canitie of the Lord. " That is, the
<'id way of thinking ; there is a moderni way of thinking that cuts ail that up-
not fron nie. There are no creations now. ail things are developînents. (Laughi-
ter.> But, to speak in ail seriouisncss, hiaving' thoughit numucli 011 the qjuestioni of
the developxuenits o)f înani's phymical nature froîxi the lower animais, i declare that
the inference drawn is far t<o large for the few facts brouiglît before us8. T1he
theory is an inverted pynaîuid; if you (Io not enlarge the base, it nust corne down
withi a crash. And our societies are admiirably-fornied bodies. 1 kiow of
no necessity for constitutional chanîges. 1 think this society is admirable. I tiîink
yon have a tolerably pcodi inai(aultr- secretary, Mr'. H1aunay, who
ivas bonzi to the vocation-(chieers)-a treasuner accustcnied to lus work, and I
hiope your conistitîîericy are wvorthy of yen. 1 don't k-now hov ive coff]d iiajke
any alterations iii the organisnis cf our societies, and I amn very -lad to go on and
say that tiîey hiave Sonie life-you wvill hear why 1 speak, with caution and cane
about it. (Laulghten.) WVe go to extrenues, I think Som,~ takie too glooiy a viewv.
WVe have heard there are soine littie things iii the world and soutie large things.
We ]lave hueard we have got a deficiency-thank Goil we hiave got iisc<i to that.
Laugliter.) Though we hiave cold we have warnîth too. Thiese societies have life

and stnength, and capability of mnotion-I dcxî't think they cati run ; soule of
tlier, I amn afnaid, can't waik, but they caxi ail cneep. (Laugliter.) The spirit of
the tiine acts with great, force upon the church, and lier institutions, and lier
societies, and lier religion. It acts like a refnigerator, under the influence of
whiclî the followens of Christ lose their warnthi-the cxpanding enotions of the
churchi are schîooled to deadness. The Gospel, lover of the7free, is mande te
resenible a frozen river, which cani exert vîo influence; axîd, althxougli tliese socie-
ties progress, their pregness is like that of the chariots of Phiannoli iii the Red Sea,
they " drive heavily." (Cheers.) WVe want a renewed emthusiasîn. Let nie Say,
I don't mean fanaticisin. If 1 look in a dictionary I sec a fanatie is a mani filled
with înad notions. We don't want rnad notions; let the churchi possess lier soul
in ail patience; let ne bewilderiiient faIt upon lier; let lier iind be Sound and
rationai, for assîînedly the Churcli cf Christ in our timie needs ail the Sound sense
at lier conirnand. The entiusiasni I speak of does not niean macero revivaiisi. IVe
want a revival; but spasmodie, orc'aiised, tabulated revivals ivili not bring about
what we want. Thîey niay galvanise a Society, a chiurcb-, a village, a town, a
neighbourhoed iiito tue sinmilitude of spiritual life, but when the agency is with-
drawn, the excitenient lias subsided, aIas fer nevivalisii-ny of the effeets
disappear. It is net fanaticisnîi 1 mean. We aIl believe iii the enthusiasrn I speak
of; it is inspiration by a superhunîan power. WVell, inspiration by a superhînan
power, we ail, I suppose, believe ini that. It was in the prol)lets, in the apostles,
in our Savieuir, in the fathens of our religion, in England, inii ny fathens arnong the
inouintains cf Wales. It wliispened its WelsIî hynîns ove»r nîy cradie, it thrilled
thnouglî ray own country, and filied it with peetry. It is the breath cf hieaven
uipon the hurnan spirit, it is the breathing of God into tlîe ilid, of inan. 'Inspira-

* The above address was dclivcred at the last anxîiversary of the Colonial Mlissionary Society. The
speaker was reeently Chairinan uf the Congregational Union, a.nd is une of the inost cloquent moen in our
muinistry in Jritai,-evcti for a Welshmnan.


