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PROVIDaNT UAVUUGO1 LXi A$bUa&xCz
SOCIETY.

Titue Provident Savings' Report for past year is
Wihly satisfactory and creclitabie to the muanage-
nient.' Thc pretiitn iîîcoine :iow stands at $2,368,-
814, and that frontî interest, rcnts, etc., $176,94.5, mtak-
îîîg a total revenute O! $2,545,759. Tite suil Palid
for losses aud atînuitics uvas $1,243,130, and for hivid-
enids and surrenlder values $253,850, niaking dlie

tamoanuit paid Io policy-liîoders, $1,496,981. Ai-
ivr tiiese disburseîîîeîts, and paying ail expelîses,
tiiere uvas a baliîîc left of $202,34 i. Tite gros
.a'ets were reported as $2,332,67o. Tite iabilities
%%erc, Policy Reserve, by New York Instirance De-
liartitient ccrtiflcate, and ail otlier liabilities, $t.902,-
;-46. tcaving a Surplus, actuaries* 4 pe cent. valuiatlin,
$4-29,923. The staternent is acconîPauied bY a ccrti-
ficate signcd b>' M.r. Payn, Supcrintcîîdent of Insuîr-
avec, State of Ncw York, wlîich reads: "I have cauiseid
* 1'e polîcy obligations of the 1rovident Savings' Liue
\. tur.tlîce SocietY otttstalldîulg on1 31st Dec-utiîb'.r,
i,4)7, to bc valtied as per coînbiiied experience table

--i îîîortaiitY i 4 per cent., aîîd 1 fihîd the net value
ffiereof on that date tu bc $r,639.941." Tfite sanie
qltjlprtîiîeîît o11 the 30ti1 Junle, 18)7. issued a Report
**n tice Condition of tie Providetit Saviligs*, whicdî
ý,tatc(d tlitt: *'Ti'e Executive is to bc colîîîmeîided fur
ii conservative iieîhods enploycd iluIlle coliduct

.*4 i corporaliosi's affairs, ani silice Dec. last (1896),
tite 'oipaiy lis added over $200,ooo t0 its reserve
imnd. anid lias largel>' incrcased its volume of business,
a~C011parcd witiî aniy correspondiîîg i)erio<l iu its

ltisttry. Tite accoutits arc correctlv and conciscl.v
LVIpt." Last year tîte contpany umade a gain of $5,-
(Mx),000 i Illte anmount of linsurance iii force. lit
C~anada the business showed an increase O! $13,000
ini preniu:ui income, and a gain of $,400o00 iu instir-
-iîice iii force. The ability and expericrîce ot -.he
Presidcent, Mr. E. WV. Scott) arc tclling vcry favouir-
ah.lv ot tlle progtess of the Provident Savings' in ex-
Mita o! business and financial resuits. Mr. R. Il.
.Natson, (;cîcral Manager for Canada, is establisii-
iî:g tlie Conmpany' more and nmort firiuly iii conîfidence
anîd popuiarity every ycar.

VIE BRITISH AMBRICA ASURANCE OMPANY
l'le 64tîh annual Report o! the British America As-

uaneCOMPany shows tilt business Of 1897 to have
lI)cçi .'xceptionally favourable. Tite fire losses, l»i-
.dIidilng iliose uîîder adjustnîcîît, amiotintcd to $663,.
o3(., tiie fire premiums being $1,307,725, Intakinlg thec
los: ratio So.85. The marine lasses, also includitig
0;osv under adjustnient, wecrc $198,832, and tiie nia-
rîie premtius, $252,x4g, the !oss ratio on titis brancli
bcit1g 78.80 ;per cent. Tlle income front interest,
etc., last year was $43,703. Tite reserve funl àia;
been iîîcrcased from $528,883 tu $591 ,364, after paY-
ment of two itaif yearly dividends at the rate o! seveti
per cent. Me annum. The estimated liahiiity on

current policies is $Si t,982, ant amoutit tdiici t z past
expcrictice of the cnînpaniy shows to be mlore t'lait
sufficient Io cover ail existing risks. After providing
for this thecre is a ntîc surplus over capiti atid ail
liabilities of $79,381. Tite total assets stand' at $i,

i10,827, the surplus to poliîy-hioidcrs being $1,341,-
364. Tite British Anierica was very fo)rtuntate ini es-
capinig tite very seritius losses wlîkhi occurrcd front
ite large fires in Can-ada last ycar. It.i business,
lîowevcr, is so ver>' wid ely exteidcdt that tite los, !3
iii aty one section are generally offet by mnort (av-
ourabie 'oiîits'iehr.l'tic decrease of $285,-
147 ini fire losses last vear, coîîîîmredl tith tiiose ni
t896, and Of $316,037, as coliipare<i withi 1895, tvas a
very welcicue change, anîd, duhtess Ille illuprove-
tuent in dlic mercantile business in the States, and
in its finiaucial outiook, fuiiowilig the Presidcntial
clection, wec productive of nmore favouirable results,
bothi iu the exte't (if business ani in net profit-,.
'l'li lritisit Aitierica lias sectire<i public confidence
both il% Canada and the VUnited States tu a very Ilighi
degrec, oving to Ille adirable jiidgnicnt displayed
in Ille scecction and distribution of risks, andI lle
p)romipt and liotnouirable settlettîeîîts h it iakes af
claims for fire losses. l etujoys tlle services of Mir.
J. J. Kenny, Vice-1'rcsidcnt, wiîo ks recogii'ed, Oc-
Clupyxnlg a p otliuent positionî as one of tlle most sa-
gaciotis and judiciotis of uîîderwriters. MNr. Siims,
Ille Secrctary of the Comîpany, lias aiso a iuigli -epil-
tation for skili, eniergy and 001trLtIrî. s qîîl.c;l-
tions. Tite lresidlent, thte Ili. G. A. Cox, is ad-
îutd by one of the soundest finanicier:; of thec Do-
mhiion, and is NveiI-knoyti to give sucli î.aersotial at-
tention to Ille affairs of tîtose coîtipanies wiîi wVhictî
lie is officially assocaated, as is to hiî, antd -.o Ille
staff, a source of protection, andc sîr..iigîtl. Tite
B3ritishî Atierica lias our congratulai ions on having
liad sudci satisfactory rcsults front its 1897 business.

AN 30COXOIO VIBW OF IRELAND IN 1897.
It has been the misfortune of Ireland for many

vears to liave liad ils clîicf interest, botît to its ottn
People and to outsiders, centred upoît poliial affai-s.
Tihe inovenients, of ils represcntatives ai Wecstminster,
in Ille Iruperial Parlianlient, have bec» regarded, as
being mobre ititeresting aîid imnportanît tian tilt niove.
mnits of those engaged in stusýtaiiîîg its productive
indlustries, agricultural, aîîd niaîînfacturing, anîd
commiercial. Ilad the sanie CflCrgy, perseverance,
and abilities, which have i>ceni for vears devoted t%)
a political cry been inspireil by

Tui: CkY, HlOME PrvELop.%IENT*,

the inaterial condition of the People of Ireland wnîdct
have been far better tit il 110w is, and, with *in adl-
vaîice in material prosperity thîcre wotuld l ave contc
ant increase in the political infltuc'îrc of Trc!and in the
couincils of the Empire. Tite suosi.leîîce'of nilitica!
agitation, more esPecially of an agrarian characmer,
was oneC of the marked features of the ycars, i&X' andt
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