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ness of 1882, stating that:
« This is not merely a matter of journalistic enterprise or

simply through curiosity ; but as the year 188z is generally
considered to have been an unfavorable one for Insurance
Companies it would be well for you all to know the exact
state of affairs at once, SO as to take united action as soon

as possible.”

We asked for figures showing :
.. Net amount of Premiums (less re-insurances)

received during 1882 in the Dominion.
2. Amount of Loss€S incurred during 1882.
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Many Companies responded at once, but several were
unable to at once reply, 2s their various branches had not
sent in returns, and as March 1st is the date by which Gov-
ernment returns have f0 be made several are taking the
utmost limit allowed. )
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to have their full returns ready within a few days.
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From the returns of the 19 Companies who have already

replied, it is evident tha't 1882 will not be so bad a year as
feared. The average ratio of losses to premiums being 0.63,
or with expenses (taken at 30 per cent) 0.93.

This is far from proﬁtable, and when o.10 is allowed, as
it should be, for a Resty to prepare for conflagration years,
the balance is on the Wrong side of the Jedger by o.03 per
cent.
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Whether this has been from the increased prosperity of

from stiffening of rates, or from cultivation of

new business by new COMEIS, each can decide for himself,
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