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B tIowers and the rearlng of poultry.
B o1d: sallor tmported but little,
& to

b\the small Soutliern town and bring
B bontusion Into its well-ordered

k. 800 it In your eyés

THR MODERN PULPIT.

osh Wink, In Baltimore Amerieath

he - truly modorn proacher

Placussos ovory fad

jpat comea to publle notleo,

bIz it Lo good or bad,
gpoaka with gracoful accont

Dn “Should Our Hair Lo Dyed,”
tells hig congregation
Wiho Propor Way to Ride

‘:wnlls "pho Curso of Checkors,’
COr “Why Wo Leavo tho Farmj®
jit nono hay used thia tople,
apurn In e Itire Alann,'
o talks on “Modorn Writors,”
“Can Our Yotos Bo Ilou[;ht?"
Id sometimes ho's Just lovoly
0 “Thoughtlessnoss of Thought."

mo day an innovation

aWwiil suddoenly bo sprunge
o consclontioud preachier

E3Vill turn his allver tongua

Jowords of hiopo and heaven,

MANnG graco his voleo wilt it
¢ wo'll goét move religlon

nd loas of yaudovillo,

n Unlooked-for

Conclusion.

For thirty years Captain Wal-
or4vs homo had been on tho roll-
ng deep, and for us anany seasons,
had cherished in his heart an idys
Jdream.  While batiling waves
ud swearing at tho gallors his fane
y had Ddabbled to him of green

leldg, and ho longed for tho day
en ho could rotire from his sea-
aring i with a compotency and
83 his declining years in the real-
ation of that dream.
Tho day camo at last. IHe roturn-
to tho land of his birth, anad buy-
an old house embowered In
reonery In the suburbs of Oaksille,
hs planged with all the cnthustasin
at -0 novice into the oultlvation of

3

The advent of the bluff and 'bul-;-ly
ut
here came with  him  bis nicey,
ko o wayward, wondertng star
Humine the socioty skies of

50«
oinl Bystem, Among the flrst to feel
the disvurbing influence of this un-
expected nnd heavenly body were
Charles Bacon and James Abernathy,
two friendly huminarles of lnw  and
tinance, who occupled rooms togoths
er In the centre of Oakville.

“Jiny," rald tho former, on rétarn-
ing to thelr fireside after the fatal
visit, “you have not spoken slnce wao
feft the captain’s door, and I
know the reason; sou have fallen
désperately in  lovo with {ho cap-
taln's ‘nlece. Don't deny it; I ean

“Indeed? ‘Sot a thlef to catel o
thlef. Pray, come by tho lnmp abd
let mo gaze In your orbs and scoe
it they aro as legilblo ns mine®

«pon't be silly, Abornathy. I'm
not making n joke for it s not o
themo for jesting. Of courso I'm In

£ s.vn with Miso Bowman. I don't soo

+ how.n man with a heart could look-

at her without loving thoe girl, and
'd have o poor oplnion of your
tasto if you dldn't. All the same, it
is o very serlous matter.”

“How 802"

uBecause you and I have beon
triends always at school, col..ge, Bv-
erywhore, and now our friondship 18

e

E .going to undergo the: hardest test

that n tio botween two follows s
ever subjected to. We are in lovo
with the samo woman, and both
ocan't marry her”

“your first conclusion is obvlous.”

“We have told each other our se-
orots,” resumed Bacon, “and helped
ench other oat of all manner ~of
serapes. Wo have been ke two
chaps rowing in the samo bont. But
now all that must end. We must
paddle separnto oanocs now, and
we'd best have an understanding ab-
out the matter. I am goling to mar.
ry Nelllo Bowman it I can, and I
shall lenve no stone unturned in
4rying to do 50, for ‘all is fair in love
and war.'"”

#3ost things, but not a".®

upon’t quibble, Jim. You know
whnt I mean. Of courso weoe shan't
do angihing dishonernble. Bat I
sarn you that I shall take every
advantage bf yoa ‘that I can and
%ecp guiet about it, and 1 shall ex-
pect similar treatmont from you."

“You are golng to resort to

tricks?"

“Certainly— to anything. 1Is 1t
agreed?”

Abernathy hesitated a moment,
then sighed reluctantly : «3f it must
be X

- TS,

wphen shake -on 1t And thoy

shook.
* » * L ] -

After this compact the two sult-
.ors wero seldom apart, exeept when
one or -tho other was paying o call
at Captain Walworth's, where they
went on alternate ovenings.

In secking the favor of tho (alr,
Bacon and Abernnthy wero entht
shresed enough to recognize that the
good will of her unclo was by no
means a  negligible quantity, and
one day Jim was seized witha bril-
liant idea. Aware-of tho captain’s
fondness for fowls and flowers,
ocourred to him that it would be @
master stroko to present his sweet-
heart's unole with V'3 newest and
most expensive thing in bulbs, tho
ravo_nnd beautiful 1 fum rubrum au-
riterosum of Bornco.

Tho old man Leamed with Jdelight
.on hiz reception of the g, and
Jim -felt hig stock ise a undred
points on the-spot, and when Miss
Nellle .superadded ¢ smile, hig exclt-
ed faney began to dream ot soll-
talres,

Bat, alas! aboutt wo woeeks after
the presentation of tho HHum ru-
brum auvrifcrosum, Abernathy over-
tgok Nellle on the sidewalk, and his
Yeaming smilo met'® chilling frost.
«\rs, Abernathy, I am' deeply of-
fended with you" éald the young
woman, with averted head, ‘ang
Uncle Tom 1s in & ‘towering rage.

wGreat” heavons, Miss Bowman,
what have I dono?” returned John,
in cousternation. ,

«To play & trick upon an unof~
fending young gir} would have been
tad enough,” continued the pouting
1ips, ncedloss of- Jim's exclamation,
“bat to~ _your spito upon hor
Junocent uncle was’ tiendish.” -
0Mirg  Nellie, I am thoroughly
mystitied, Play & trick upon you!
Oh, i you only knew, low much.I

t "

u@top, Mr. Aberpathy! Your ool
dQuot admite.of no defense, so ‘don't
add falsehood to your Q‘Attlognq of:
Orlmes I tentf 3 R :’,ﬂ}!:

unpropitions

Abornathy eanght -his breuhth ke

>onbd on o vorfge of n nrecipico. To

have risked a decliration at such an
moment wonld havo
beon madness indeed, and with cold
olfile runaning down hig back at the
tiought of tho danger he so nar.
rowly ¢ ~apod nnd yot daxod and be-
wildered by tho unksnown poril
which still impended, ho siared at
Nellle Bowman's right oar— ‘hich
wai oll of hor fain faco that sho
permittod him to see— witl  operi~
mouthed approhonsion.

“pgor Uncle Toml” resumed Miss
Nelilo; “his disappointment was pit-
cous at trat, and If ho haan't bogun

to swear 1t wonld have broken my
Weart. Oh, but ho is angry. You
should hiave lieard hhn tolllng  Mr,

Bacon this morning of the outrage-
ons trick you had played on him.

Tho montlon of Bacon was timely,
and the dlscovory that his dotested
rival was paying morning as woll
us ovening oalls brought back to
Abernathy his.presenco of mind.

“Miss  Dowman, I haven't tho
talntest 1den of what you are talk-
Ing about, If it will not weary you
too mueh, will you kindly oxplain?
Even a lynching party grants the
suspested lorse thief some kind of
trinl."

Mirs Bowman gave Abernathy o
gwift glanco of ler bluc oyes and
wondered i he were {rylng to Hiaflt,
Then she proceeded to demolish him,

“Cortalnly, Mr, Abernathy,” sald
tho young lady, lelly; “and to be-
gin with, lot ane assn=o you that al-
thougli my uncle has spent the
greator part of his fito upou the
ocean, the salt air has not affected
hie senso of gmell

Having thrown this bit of verbal
dynamite, Miss Nellle awaited tho

oxplosion with interest. But oven
tho worm wil turn, and Abernathy
lnughed.

“helleve me, Miss Bowman, 1 have
nover by wolrd or In thought re-
fleoted  npon Captain Walworth's

ose.’ ,

wyell, it yon haven't, you havo
Qono worse,” was the Indignant -re-
joindor, “To think that Uncle Tom
couldn’t telt tho differenco botween
n iy and an old unioni®

A lorrible susptelon flashed upon
Jim and overswhelincd him with  dis-
moy,

«Oh, Miss Nellle, you don't mean
to sny that the Mlium rubrum nurl-
ferosum has turned out to be—"

“«Yes, I do. The lillum rubrum au-
riferosum cameo througl the ground
vosterdny and it is nothing but o
wretched old onfon!”

* L] L] » *

maough Abernathy sought tho ine
dignant captain and endeavored to
mako hls peace by assurlng him up-
on his onor that hie was us lnnocent
as n lamd and the stupld florist
was entirely to blame, the old sen-
dog was on./ partially appeased,
and tho dlsgustful glances he shot
under his shaggy brows evidenced
but too plainly that he continued
to regard Abernathy with profound
guspicton.

Who could blame him? Even tho
young fancler was obliged to ad-
mit that tae apology offored was de-
oldedly “rorky,” and failed to snt-
fsfy his own lnteltect. Such belng
tho case, 1o thy solitude of his room
ho trled to flod o more plausible
explanation.

To beglin, the florist from whom
he had procured tho lillum rubrum
nariferosum did not aesal tn onlons,
and, hosides, wns too careful a mon
to Injare his business by such o mis-
tako. "Oh=—0-—N11" oxcitnimed Aber-
nathy, as the glimmering! dawn of
suspiclon gave place to the .sunrise
of certainty. “Bacon! Ho caught mo
pourlng over a flower catologue. 1
found him examining the packagoe
trom tho florist, and next doy I
saw him buying o small, round ob-
ject from a green grocer.”

Jim rose and paced the floor.

why unprincipled vittalni” ho sub-
stituted that onion after the bulb
was planted nnd doubtless s been
Jnughing to hlmself over since. ‘Irick.
No. 11 And he sald, of course, Wi
shouldn’t do anything dishonorable.
By George, this coines infernaliy
noar it. Well, I shan't let him koo
that I nm aware he has scored, bat
he'll find out 1 ‘am o match for
him -before the business ls over. It
fie las beon spying upon me, I:
£00, have had my eyes olpen. Ha! hal
ho thinks I don’t kinow that he lus
given Captaln Walworth hon egps
and that tho captain has sot_them
undo* his Brahma hon, but 1 do.
Miss Nellle -told wmo nll about it last
gvoning. 1 remember, t00, that Aunt
Sallle, our laundress, doth posscss
flock of puddle ducks:df the segal
filluny rubrum auriferosam can bo
metamorphosed into o, fewl-smeliing
onlon, by tho same sign why cannot
aristooratic Wyandotte chickens bo
transformed into lgnoble puddlo
ducks?"

It was Bacon's evening to visit tho
talr—or would bo when the stars
had sought the quist skies— and con-
sclous that timo was goldon, Aber-
nathy soatched up s derhy and
got forth to prepare for tho dark
deed. Uike Macbeth, he believed that
once the thing was billed, KL wvag
well to oxcouto it with despm\ph‘:
Haviig sesolved to do somothing
that his cousclenco disapproved, Ab-
crnathy was shocked to find how
casy was'the downward patii. 'Twas

o case of facilis descensus Avernt
with & rash. '
The intervlow with the fat and

tarbancd Aunt Sallio was most sat-
{sfactory. At first the old negress
was curlous to know "what in the
world Marsoe Jim_wanted with ‘“a
gotting of puddie-duck algs,”
when Abernathy told.hor that ho
was threatened with asthma and
that thie dootor had prescribed a
diet of duck eggs, the ol crea-
ture's curlosity was allayed, and sho
remarked the “dnok algs” was “pNowWe
orful good for tho asthmy and ever’
Kine o' misery in do chist.”

Bridging his difficulty temporarily
by this knowledge of a negro nosf.
trum, Jim speedily plunged Aunt Sal-
iie In fresh YbYewilderment. The old
woman had a duck due to hatch in’
thirty-six hours! It ho could but get
possession of the contonts of that
nest his révengo might be hastened
threo weeks,

“Da lan's sak~ Marse Jim!" ejac.
n\nted‘ A‘\:nt ‘;l:\}‘le‘,; in amasement,
dropping her basket.

“{"‘e)s. Aant Sallle, glve me the sit-

ting dick's egrs. They are twice as,

for the asthma,” Inslsted Jim,
i easerl.vﬁ‘
‘wera
;ool +0 keep thew . wanm, and Aber-
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but,

and In n Jitfy the egwgs.i
tho basket, covered with,

nathy horried away, having dopasit.
od treblo. the price fn the old  wo-
maw's hand, leaving her dumfound-
ed by tho discovery that medleal sol-
onco had deerced that ducks on tho
half shell wora dophly cofffonclous for
all lung affeotlons,

From Aunt Sallie’s cabin Abernn-
thy hastened to i hardware shop.
Tho succesd of s nofarjous schomo
was fayored by the fact that 8 fow
woeka beforo lie had been accldont-
present while Captaln Wal.
worth was buyinz .a luck for his
hennory, and the old satlor had ask-
od hls adviee In the purchage. Aber-
nathy reealled that one of two locks
which wero precisely altko had hoen
soleoted, nnd  the eclroumstances
now stood him In good stead.  Io
would buy the other look and avail
nimself of tho key to enter tho
captain’s hen house. B

“Zacon, old boy," chuckled Jim to
himsolf on his way ‘to hig rooms,
“sou are n lost mant”

* L ] - * L ] .

'\\'hon Abernathy reaohed Captaln
Walworth’s house that night, with
tho duck eggs In the four pockols of
his cont, well huffored In wool, ho
paused at the gate to seo Iif the way
was olenr. A ho stood with his hand
upon tho lateh ho thought e had
had never scen tho old place look
80  beautiful., Through o vista of
cape jasmines and whito roses ho
beholkl thoe dinlng-room lamp goft-
ly shining through the hailf-closed
Venetian blinds, and as the night
wind ross and ebbed, tho white
blossoms swzyed llke snowy con-
sors and waftsd wward him  thelr
witehing sweotness,

Ho lingered long, and ho might
have lingered longer .and, forgetful
of his errand, fallun into o lover's
roveries hud not Brulser, tho cap-
tain’s  watch-dog, como bounding
down the waik.

“Hist— Brulser, good old doggle,”
whispered Jtm, entering the gate
and patting him on the head. With-
out Brulser's congoent nothing aould
po accomplished, and he congratulat-
ed himself on the friendship which
oxsted betweon them.

It were wisest to tako o straight
out through the flower garden to
the captain’s hennory, but tho light
in the window acted upon Jim like o
flamo upon a silly moth., Fasoinat-
ed by the soft radiance, he could not
resist the temptation to risk a fleet-
tag look at the sceno within, Cnu-
tiously approaching the house, ac-
companted by Bruiser, he peeped
through the blinds, At firat he grit-
ted his teoth ag ho beheld DBacon
tending  over Nellle at the plano,
but when he followed hig rival’s un-
eary glance across the room nt the
old captain reading his newspaper,
fie capered with mallclous triumph.

Alas! the manifestations of gieo
eame near to spolling all, for Jlm

‘inadvertently touched the shutters,

which fell to with o loud snap, aid
at the sudden sound tho occupants
of tho room rar Towards the win.
dow and oponed”lt so0 quickly that
lie had barely time to hide himself
by Jumplng head foremost Into the
privet hedge.

«It must havoe been the wind,” he
henrd Bacon say, “for thers's Brals-
er® And then the window closed.

“Dallylag is dangerous,” thought
Jim, and, trembling' at his narrow
escape, he hastened to  the hen
house, still necompanted by Braiser,
to whem the dive into the hedgo
seemod o very strange performance
—go strango, indeed, that Ito ceased.
tu wag his tail and foilowed Aber-
nathy with o rigidity of bearing

that plalnly indlonted diminished
contidence.
At the hennery Jim- lit a  dark

lantern and nnlocked the door, leav-
tng it open behind him. Brulser ‘re-
mained without, intensoly curlous.

Yes, thore was the yellow Brahma
hen cosily ensconced In the north.,
west corner, just as Nellie had des-
cribed.

He removed the contents of tho
nost carefully one by one and replac-
od them with tho duck eggs. Then,
with n smile, he rose and his cyes
foll upon tho discarded ¢ggs, and,,,
looking. «bout him for a  hiding
place for Bacon's gift, ho dlscover-
ed o rat hole. With a sigh of sat-
{staction lie volled the eggs down it

Thus fa: fortune had stranugely:
favored him, but now the fickie god-
dess began to frown Just as the
last white oval dlsappeared in the
rat hole a gust of wind blew .to
the hen-house door, and Abernathy
heard the spring lock give an omin-
ous click. With o start he felt in his
pocket for the key. Alast It was
not there. e had left it outside In
tho door. Objurgating his want of
forethought under hls breath, he
glided towards the door to ree if ho
could not reach ,tho key through
ono of the wido cracks loft in  tho
building to admit light and alr. He
succeeded .ln passing his hand out,
but with the loss of much cuticle and
n painful aceretion of slivers, Fum-
bling~ diervously, lo fivally ox-
tracted the key but his hand trem-
bled so that If slipped through hig
fingers nnd sank into tho soft, white
and outside the door. Ho was a
prisoner {ight and: fast {n Captain
Wnlworth's hen house, and at the
trightful thought Jim's halr stood
on cnd and he threw up liis hands
In horror. -

To add to Wils agony the fowls on
tho rousting perches above, startied
by hjls pante-stricken gesture, began
to cackle widly, and to eap tho clil-
max of disaster Brulser, who had
been viewing his actlons with  In-
oreasing suspicion, now lost all cor-
fidenco in -the honesty of Aberna-
thy’s intentions, and in spito of the
blandishments lavished upon him,
reared his paws oln the lattice and
barked 'furiously,

Cursing his évil luck Jim fled to
th other side of the hennery and
extinguished his lantern. Bui hard.
Iy had ho executed thls manoceuvre
when he saw that all was lost, for,
looking towards the house, he belield
Captain Walworth’s barly form ls-
sue from the door-bearing a lght
and closely followed by Bacon and
Miss Nellle. i

In a Jifty tho exolted group were
starlag into tho interior of the hen
houso through the door, which Bacon
had unlocked. Two seconds more
and in the light of the flaring van-
dle held aloft by the captain the
shrinking back of the prisoner was

revealed,
it's  Abvernathy!"

“Great Soott,
.gasped Bacon,
At this exclasmatioa tho captain

T e et et o st ettt
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dropped tho candle and Nollin Bow-

man sorenmed,
* » 1] [ L] .

Tt was midoight In the roome of
Baron and  Aberanthy, On  Jim's
countennnco tho pallor of fright hnd
gl'vun pinco to “the flusit of angor.
When he stood in the honnery
specohless with shamo and praying
for the earth to swallow him, Bacon,
under tho gulse of friendship, had
como to hig assistance, but now that
Ahernathy recalled the manner h
which he had beon oxtricated from
his diffloulvy by hie rival, he doteot«
od tho oruel and crdtty Inwardness
of the apparont kindness and his in-
dignatlon waxed hot,

“I tell you, Bacon, it was base; It
H": dovllish,” sald Jlm, wallking tho

0or,

“Come, Abernathy,” replied Bacon,
hiding a smila as ho hent aver his
boot. *“I admit that tho treatmoent
was herolo, hut the ease was despor-
nte. I had to make up a la to save
you, and I told the first ono that
camn Into my head?

“Woll, I wlsh you'd held your
tongne.'”,

“Impossible, Jim. i\'o heard somo

one moukeying with the window
sblind. In a minate more Captaln
Walworth aid Mlss Nelllo would

have reealled che clreumstance, and
if I hadn't spuken as I did, they
would have conncoted the two {hings
togathor.”

“What Uf they had?”

“Why, they would have guessed
tho truth--that you had taken ref-
ugo from DBrulser In the hen houso
while you wero sneaking about tha
place spying on me. You wouldn't
liko o high-spirited girl Mike Nelllo
Bowman to know that you were
gullty of that, wonld you?"

Abvernathy stopped his floorwnlk-
ing suddenly. So Bacon dld not sus-

pect his real errand at tho cap
tain's, Ho hugged this  sweet
thought to his be om.

“No, Jim " ~~ntirged Bacon, “you

don't appreciate what a clumsy hole
I pualled you out of. It you dig,
you would be grateful to me for the
rest of your e !

“Well, T sahn't be, for it wag the
olumslest performanco I ever saw.
Had you contented yourself with
gaying that I was n somnambullst
it wonld have been had enough, but
to go and glibly declare that It was
brought on by epileptic fits was n
gratultous and needless ontrage”

“Jhm, 1t 18 an axiom' in diplomacy
that when you are foreed to tell a
He, make it a bl one, T merely
threw in thoe fits for good measure.”

“No, you didn't.
Captain Walwnorth would never per-
mit his nieco to marry an oplleptie,
and_you Intended 1o destroy my
chatices fcrever.”

“You wrong my intentions, Aber-
nathy," rejolned Bacon, yawning.
“Y gaved your honor, and that's the
ch'ef thing As for marrying Nellle
Bowman, it I were you I'd own ip
like o man that the game was lost
and say no moro about it.”

And with theso words the young
fawyer, well .pleased with the even-
fng's work, went to bed and dreamed
of thje happy day when he should
lead Nelllo Bowman to the altar.

Abernathy remainad up“to sootho
his shattered ner os with a clgar.
The Jast round in Cupld's prize-ring
had gone agalnst him and he was
badly winded; but he was not knock-
od out. It tvas chooring to romember
that the old Brahma hen through
the =scene of terror had remained
trae to the Instlnet of motherhood
and that the maddening uproar had
only caused her to-hover closer ov-
or the embryo ducklings that might
posslbly work Bacon's doom.

Thus  encouraged, In “tho weo
sma' houra ayont tha two™ ho sought
his couch, but not to sleep.

The brief remaining =paco til day-

light was spent in planning his fu-
ture course. I1f Nellle would but sce
him tho following evening ho bellev-
od that lie might pluck some sweet-
ness from the ases of adversity to
beneflt -his cause. At any rate, he
{determined to present himself at the
customary hour, if only to aunnoy
Bacon. -

Nelllo saw him. Better still, her
domenanor was charaoterized by a
soft seriousness that siic had nev-
er before shown, and her conversa.
tion was entirely free Trom the
mocking persiflago which had been
both a pleasure and a torment tr
him. Aware of tho shifting fancles
of women, Jim delayed not to avall
himself of her favorable mood.

He did walk in his sleep, ho sald,
but he had only done so since he
had known_ her. He talked in  his
sleep, too,”and hie would leave her
to surmise what he sald. The words
spoken in his dreams were but the
echio of his hourly thoughts, whtch
were all of hor. As for his having
opileptic fit,, it was utterly false
and a maliclous slander of Bacon's
who wished to prejudico her and her
uncle agalnst him, and le wanted
her to tell Captain Walworth so.

“How horrid of Mr. Bacon!" eX-
claimed  Nellle, indignantly. I
wouldn't have believed that he would
vo so base, and I shall tell him
what I think of him at tho first op-
portunitn” -

Jim, Legan to be alarmed at his
suceess, .

“No, Miss Nellie, 1 have sottled
with Bacon. All I desiro is to right
myself with you and the captain.”

And, -fearing to giid the re-
fincd gold of diplomass LY saying
more, Jim took hix leave with a
roscbud ht his buttonholo.

L L] - . - L)

The next ovening was Bacon's, and,
unconscious of the mine about to ox-
plade beneath him, ho mado hls tollet
for the call with unusual caro. Ab-
ernathy, with well-aotel depression,
watched the prolcess. -Had Bacon
evinced tho slightest symptom of
compassion for his old chum's mis.
tortune, Jim, who was naturally
kind-hearted, might have felt & com-
punctious qualm. But ‘when he be-
held his rival don his evening splen-
Jdor with the air ol'a conqueror and
then smirk at himself in the glasg
ho hardened his heart,

Bacon - finally departed and Aber-
nathy seottled himsolf in an arm-
chair to.read, bat after turning o
aounle of pages ho throw down his
‘book and guve-his fancy play. It
_Aunt Sallie had been correct in her
oaloulations a strange phenomenon
must.have oconrredat Captaln-Wal.
wort s some time In the atternoon,;
and "in the light of his assumptlon
Jim sought .to ploture the. possible,

consequences. -Kaowing the charag~
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Welshach Mantles lead the
all others,

only 80c per month.
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The Welshach Light

Same As Are Used In The Street Lights Here.
CASOCLINE LAMPS

Suitable for churches, public halls, stores, private dwell-

ings, ote., giving 100 candle power per light, a* n cost of

¢ Absolutely safe and non-explos-

ive, and approved by association of fire underwriters,
Write for prices and circalars.

LONDON AUER LIGHT CO.

38 Toronto Street, Toronto.
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ESTABLISHED 18686,

Ttshould bs selected with care.

‘ho had left Nelle, Jim, thought it

“trust?’

-and he dropped

‘the follo' on his wnees. Then, after

~touch of sirangenoss,

P. BURNS &

IT'S AN INVESTMENT

YOUR WINTER'S COAL

1t should bewel screer:ed, 18 shonid be freefrom clinkers,

WOOD FOR :SUMMER USE—TRY CGURS.
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ter of tho old seaman ond remem-
bering the frame of mind In which

extremely probable that Bacon's
visit weuld bo abbreviated, and the
interview lkely to ensue between
Bacon oad himself on the former's
retarn presented food for thought.

Viewing the matter mentally at
various angles, Abernathy decided to
play o swaiting game and let his ri.
val tnke the initlative. Would Ba-
coh dare to charge him with treach-
ery in the affalr of the Wyandotte
eggs, haundicapped as he was by his
own oatrageous conduct in regard to
the llfum rubrum auriferosum? Jim
rejolced that ho had kept qaiot about
thoe lily, for it would now serve as a
tramp card up his sleove.

A hurried step on the stalr! The
bomb had exploded!

When Bacon burst into the room
Abernathy was burled in his book.

For quite a minute there was o
dead silence. Then Jim put down his
volume and yawned. “Charlle, you
dldn't stay long."

“No; Miss Bowman wasn't feellng
very well,” Bacon answered, gruff~

¥.
“Nothing serioas, T hope?” inquir-
ed Abernathy over hlg shculder.
“Nol" snapped the lately returned.
«And the captain?—ho was well, I

“I holpe so0."

“Dear me, DBacon, if I had been
sou I would not ‘have come
straight home;:I'd have stayed and
smoked o pipe with Captaln Wat-
worth. It always pays to be (vl
to the old folks. I am sure “the oid
man would have beon delighted to
talk with you about his fowls. By
the way, hag ihe Brahma hen hateh-
o4 her Wyandotto chicks yot?"

This was more than flesh and blood
could bear. Bacon brought his fist
down upon the table. “Abernathy,
sou've gone too far. This business
must end.”

“With all my heart)

o Po.morrow forenoon you'll go
with me to Miss Bowman and con-
foss tho underhahd trick you plag-
od about those egrs.”

“\With pleasure, old boy, it youll
own your vile behavior in the mat-
ter of the lilp.” .

Beacon started. But Jim's  last
words produced a calming effect,
into a chair and lit
o clgar.

“See  here, Jim, wehave been 1
pair of fools. The men who fight a
duet neross o handkerclhief are not
greater idlots. Still, the girl must
have a preference, and to-morrow
foronoon we will go together, mako
a clean brea~t of it and lot her take
her cholce.'t

sAgrecd!” sald Abernathv.

L] * - L I - -

At 10-o'clock next morning Cap-
taln Walworth was seated in o large
rustio chalr on tho side veranda noxt
the drawiug-room. Ho held 2 book
in Wis hand, bat, his mind reverts
Ing to the previous ovening, he tald

a {rowning revorie, he gave a snort
and-resum=d hig volume. o,
By and by, sereened by o laxuri-
ant honeysuckle vine, which made
his qulet rotreat & fragrant bower,
the captain saw Bacon and Aberna-
thy enter the gate. The old saltor
half roso from his ohnir to meet
them, then thought bettor of 1t, =ank
back  and reopened his book.” The
captaln was by nature frank and uns
ausplcious, hut this double visit paid
during business hours bore- to him o
and as ho sat
wmotlonless 1nt his chalr, thets dawn-
ed upon_hié bluff and.ruddy coun
‘tenance the look of one who smells

Ordinarily the captain would have
shifted hig seat that he might not
overhear the conversailon, but this
morning he remalined in the place
even after he heard his nlece's dalne
ty feet descend the stairs and.ens
ter the room. Queer things had hap
pened on hig premises of late, and he
felt Justified In his present course.
Besides, the captaln was awarne that
women are notoriously afraid of
mice, and he wished to be near la
case the one he smelled should cause
Nellic embarrassment,

As the Interview proceeded within
and the gradually rislng volces of the
rivals flonted out through the Venee
tian blinds, the tepse excitement was
refleoted in the old man's countene
ance and gestures. At {irst he bow-
ed his head to the window, but only
to draw back and stiffen with ine
dignatlon. Then be waved his arms
about as if he were making a stump
speech to  some Invisible andlence,
At last, pantomime proving iusaftl.
clent to rellevo him, he began to
talk to himself and punctunte his
sentences with sulphurous expletives.

And without walting to hear ‘any
moro the old man-rose to his fent
and gllded swittly in his carpot slip-
pers through the sido halls; towards
his stady. As he rolled along his
angry mood suddenly -changed, and
he became so delighted with the pune
fshment he intended to inflict ap-
upon Nellle's wooers that his capa
clous sides' shook with suppressed
tazghter.

“Jackt Jack! Hurry! Nellle needs
gou." he cnlled through the study,

oor.

A moment later, with a Young
man in uniform, he ecntered the
drawing-room. At the anwelcomo in-
terruption  Bacon and Abernathy
wheeled round with flushed faces,
Before thoy could recover from thelr
confusion the old man eoxclaimed:

“Good morning, gentlemen. I have
overheard & portion of your coxver«
satlon, and I take pleasuro In pre~
senting to you Ensign John Waters
ford, of the United States navy, my
nlece’s betrothed.’— Samuel
turn Peck In the Republic.

WHY THE POPE WEiARS NO CROSS

The questlon was recently agked by
some enquiring Protestant vlsiting
Rome, “Why does the Pope not wear
a cross like the bishops 2" A learned
priest and theologlan gives tho fol-
lowing explanation of thls fact. The
Pontiflicate of St. Peter was a loné‘
one. It lasted twenty-five years.
During that timo Le eent a great

thae northern countries. Among oth-
era St. Materne, who was sont to
Germany. Forty days nfter his ar-
rival Materne died, and one of lis
hrethren cawmo to Romo to acquaint
8t. Peter with the fact, and beg him
to send someone else to fill the post
of tha dead missionary. The Prince
of Apostles, however, merely 8ald,
“Take my crozler, touch tho dead
man with it, and say that I com-
manded you to, tell him *to ariso and
go forth to preach.’”™ At the order
of one whose:-very shadow cured the
intirm, the miracie was accomplish-
ed, and Si. Materne, qu'tting his
tomb full of 1ife and vigor, contlnued
his mission awpd became Bishop of
Proves. It is in memory of this cirs
oumstance that the successors of St
Plor do not carry & pastoral cro-
gler or wear a cross except when
they happen to visit the dlocese ot
Treves. Theso statoments wers,
Eanded down to us by Pope lnnocent

» mouse, '

‘Iif. and St. Thomas Aqulnas.

Mine.

number of missionarles to evangeiize’



