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distinction than the Legion of Honor. Wont you
be preud, mother, te see me wearing it ut the even-
ing exhibition î" Mms Morris smiiled. IlWont yen
be glad, mether 1" asked Chiarlie, eagerly.

"Glad I shall certsinly be of the sclîolarsbip that
hua won the. limir, if it is fairly earncd," rcplied thc
mother. "But whst are yeur grounds of expecta-
tient"

"Wby, mother, I amn at thc hîcad of ail my classes
but eue, and ithat there is ne eue ubvo me but
Hlenry Coltea; I de't suppose there will be any
hope of geiug heyond liai if lie is always tiere, but
lie is sometimes absent ut the heur we recite, antd go
le wont have as good s chance of keeping bis place
in theclcams."

"Whîat is thc cause of lis absence V"
"He lias te do errantis for his niiother. Sic takes

in sewing, and ttîey are too poor to have a servant,
se Henry carrnes the bundies lioniie."

" Mr. Coltotulbas made great eflbrts te keep lier
boy ut achool. lHe is a gooti sciiolar, is lie not ?"

IlYea, motlîcr; I don't know a boy that studios
liarder than Heary Colton."1

"Net even Cliarile Morris?1"
"No, tiother; lbut thon I arn net obligcd te study

se mudli, because 1I bavo been te schoeci more rogu-
larly tlian lie lias, andi then I have more titue te iny-
self at home. WlIy, Henry is up utand studyiug«
before nny oecisc is stirriîîg in the iinoruing, andi
always sleeps with bis book under bis pillow at

"Then, if le fails te obtain tlue higbest rank ia
the selîcol it will net be for wat of dliligence, et'
even of scluolarsii, but trom the îîîere accident of
bis outward circuinstances. But lic wilt, doubtless,
mnake a great effort te bc punctual these six wceks
te coic."

IlHe will if bc knows of the plan," saiti Chiarlie,
moodity.

"îHle iaras liis lessons ut home, toces lie not, se as
ta kecp up witli lis clètss, tiotgli lue sliottitibc ab-
sent a single daey ?"

IlYcs, mother; but to-day wc liati a special ex-
planution of soiiethingr in aiinuetic that 1 kiîow
lie caunot work eut by Itimselt."

"la my boy censcious of thue spirit hie is induig-
lng 1" askcd the nuotiier gently. "lDees tic reaily
wish te gain tîme prize for hiaiseif ut the cxpcnse of~
oue wlhe desires it full as niuch, andi descrve t
perliapa, even more?1"

"Th-en yen don't want me te get thc star aftcr all,
mothier 1" said Charlie after a fcw moinents' silence.

" You will net doubt yeur inother's interest iii
your improeotuent, even if sue sbould 1)0legs solicit-
eus about titis particular honer," Mrs. Morris rcpied;
"lyen know al thc ambition I have in the world is
centered in my chilidren. I woulti sc theai active,
energetic; forcnîost, if possible, in the pursuit of
evcry honorable attainnient. And yet thete us a
' more excellent way,' wlîiclîi1 would hiave tlieinifol-:
low, su attainaietît ig(ler even titan mental walth-
without wtîich, tlîouglî posscssiug 'ail kiîowleclre,'
they are notlîing"

Clialie's glowing ambition lad semnewlîat coolcil
during lbis înotlicr's calin but earnest conversation.
Ho was listeaing atteativoly as lie sut in lis favorite:
place ut lier feet, thtougli bis eyes weie dowucast and
a sense of shaîne stole over Iim.

"lYeu remember the passage in whicli tîis 1'wny'
is describeti 1" asked bis mother.

Charlie took dowa the. ittie well-worn Bible, in
whichli e always lovedto te rad te lus mother. Turn-
ing te thc tiirtccnth chaptor ef firat Corinthiauzs h.
slowly rend thc firat six Yerse.

IlDo veu think, mother," lie usked, Il that tiis fer-
bids seckiag any .honor for ouae's seif ? It aya
'sceketit net lier ow.'"l

IlIt la net neccssary for us te settle tîe Ibeaing c f

Ilenry's hinderance tbrough his mother's necessi-
tics? The only value of the sign is in the thing
signified. To me tbis badge would men, not that
my boy wau a better scholar tlîan Ilenry, but oîîîy
tlîat bis fathier was richer than Ilenry's motîjer."

" Motlîer, I don't want that star at alil" saia
Chai-lie with a resolute effort, "lthat is, if Henry can
gct it. I am going round now, if you are willing,
to show hini about the arithrnctic, andi to ask lus
mother to arrange, if possible, so that hoe oaa attend
the school constantly the ncxt six weeks."l

Mrs. Colton7s consent to the latter arrangement
was easily gained, cspccially when Cliarlie bad
beggcd permission to assist in doing the errands
after sehool-hours.

The obstacles in arithnietie wcre cleared away, so
that the tu-o rivais startcd on their friendly race
with a £tir field and no favor to cither. IHenry liaci
been at the bond of thie class just the saine iengtlî of
time thiat Charlie had l)een beforo lîirn, wlen, thre
weeks before exainination, be wvas taken ill. It
would be difficuit to say w'hich of the two class-
mates wus most disa 1)pointod ut this derano-ement
of titeir plans. Charlie watched the progress of the
fever almost as aiuxiousl3 lis Mî's. Colton, and dayly
beset the doctor, to learu the prospect of a spCCdY
recovery.

The third week lad arrivcd before Henry was
uble to be dressed and breathe the outer air for a
few minutes of the day. Examination-duy came,
and by Charlie's carne8t entreaties the invaiid was
permitted te hc presenft on the important occasion.

He sat next, bis friend, and lcaued upon him wlien
too wcary with the effort and excitement. Aftcr
îmuny intercStiug exercises, the presideut arose, and,
with some words of explanation, prooeeded to con-
fer, as he said, the Iig,<hcst mark of bonor ever con-
ferred in thc institution. The star was awarded "lto

Churies Morris, for punctuaiity of atteudance, pro-
priety of deportrnent, and success in scbiotariîip."
CThere w-as a moment of aimost breathlcss atten-

tion through the crewded audience as Chai-lie w'atkedj
to the foot-of the platfol-uî and ivae seen to uddre-î
9 few words to the l)resideîlt. Tiiose who wcre
tienrcst couid heur hirn say:

"lIlThle star, sir, does not rightly beloug te me-_lenry Coiton bas worked hairder than I te ebtain
it. He is a better scluolar, and but for bis illcs
would bave beon ut tbe hcad of bis classes."

Aftcr a moment's consultation with thc gentlemen
on the platforin the vencrable-iooking president
rcplied :

"The examiners, Morris, prefer thiat you slîouid
retain the star, as y-ou have iiterally fulfild the
conditions prescribed."1

I t ivould not be riglit, sir-," said Cliarlie firrnly,
though with a treniblingr voice; I beg , you will give:
it te 11enry."

"Ia that case yen nmust yourseif bestow it,"1 said
the president. "Henry Colton wiII corne forward.":

Henry, net suspecting what was going on, ad-
vanced, bis pale face flushéd -with wondcr and ex-
citemnt. Chai-lie, steoping down, fastencd the star:
upon bis brcast, and tiien supported hutu back te bis
seat. The noisy applause of the audience jarred
almost painftiily upon bis beart, full as it was of a
deeper joy titan earthly faine onu give-tlîe je>' ef
ebedience to tho precept, "lu bonot- preterring'oe

In bis mothcr's lovng imite lhe feund a full1 ro-
wsrd for thec sacrificoêýf- b ish ltalaMbitloù. Gev-
eting earnestly the but1 gil'?., ho lid fou" inluthe
spirit of brotberly ki !lsà" moreexcellent way."

For tile undmy-Scmool Advocate.

OUR FATHER AND HEAVEN.
Car Fat ol !Wboisaour Father? God. Whiat

50

Because Jesus dicd for every cbild, prays for every
ehilcd, offers hielp to every child, forgives every child
w-ho calis on bie blesscd namae.

Dear boy, sweet girl, is God y,'iur Father? Isl
Jcsus your Saviour îIsl heavcn your home ?

QUESTIONEN.

For the gunday-Uchool Advocate.

JOIINNIE'S RESOLUTION.

BY MES. il. C. GAEDNER.

PUi trying to ho good;
I bave a father dear,

A klnd and gentie mother
Whiose connsels I revere.

'Twoul grieve thlem v-ery much
If I should wic-kedI prove,

If I should sliglît tIilr wlse commancas
Or scorn tbeir tender love.

Fra trying to hc gnod;
For only gooduess lcnds

To us tlhe real beauty
Whichi wius ani kceps doar friends.

I mighit ho vcry lfair
In flgure or lu face,

But I eau gain no re:d love
Without that s wceeer grace.

inm trying to he good,
That, wîhen I coule 10 die,

I may bc happy a.is an angel
Above the starry Skv.

Bad eidren ciiinot go
up to that hioly place,

So while I amn a lilfle boy
l'Il seek the Savionr's face.

For flie Sunday-School Âdvocate.

TIIE BOY MI¶ IAD PRESENCE 0F MIND.

ILLIE IIINTON carricd a
lighted candie to bisi

-, chamber one niglit and
set it upon the table near
bis bcd. Aftor dlsrobing
and saying his prayers he
blew out tihe candie, and
jumping inte bed, soon
went to slcep.

In putting eut the ean-
die WiIlie did not notice,

-;-tbat he biew aspark from
* ~ j. the wick into the folds of the

bed-curtains. This spark diii
flot go out, b)ut sinking into the muslin slowly ut Ih
on fire. The amoke filled the chamber and weke the
boy from, bis first uap. Starting from bie pillow, lie
saw flames rushing 'op the bcd-postl1

.What did he dot Most boys of bis age would
bhave rushed from the room secaming frantically.
Wbat did Willic Hinton do?

He leaped froin bis bed, ran to the deer, aidý
sbouted, "Pa! pal" Then closing the deor, hW
took the*ewer from ' is wash-bowl, and standing on
the table, poured its contents steadily upen the
ýflaines. The effect was that when bis father aud
mother entered the x'ooîn a moment or two later the
lire was so far subdeed, that it was easiiy put out.
Willie liac saved thelh.usêfrm being burned down.

Wilic had prewnè .fsdnd; that is, ho thouglit
CICUIIy afld scted wWly in a Minent Of danger.
TliI quality of mij is very desirable. Children
silould ouIt*vate it i littie things by net allowing
tbiemselves to be frightcaed at trifles. Some littie
foli for example, set wiidly if they see a cow or a
dog near them; if, in crossing the street, a horse is
coming to-ward tbem, tliey run wildly bither and
thither; if they heur any unusuai sound in or around
the bouse at niglit, they grow se .cared that yeu
can ahuaost hear their bearts beat. Such conduct


