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TiiE subject of religyious education in
common seliools is ef sncb importance
that ne apology is needed icr deveting
some of eur space te its consideration.
The difféerent nations ef the world are
new breught iute, such intirnate contact
through the great advaucemezt nmade in
the mechanical arts that our circunistan-
ces and relations as a people have chin-
ed a<cordingly. The duties of people as
citizen.; and church members are daily
beceming more complex-,; and the kuew-
ýedge of our duties which %vas sufficient
in one period mnay be by no mi-ans svffici-
eut te direct us aright in anether, when
social life demands at our bauds the seol-
tien of more diffleult probleins. It is
acknow]cldged on every side that the
great commet% - fautds which have
latelv threatened t> overwhelm ou.-
couutry arese net se mucli frein a ]ack
cf inteilectual, as frem a want ef moral
traininge. Whbeu aen svhe are iiioving in
the foremost rankas et scciety, in the cern-
zuercii metropolis cf this Dominion are
tbreatened with the penitenîiary for con-
spiracy aud fraud; and when through
failuresç sud assignmcnts in this Province
ilself, hundreds awake te find their bard-
earned saviugs swept away at the bands
oi men in ihe front rank for intellectual
abilit-v, it is evideut that a more thorough
training iu thue priuciples and practice of
morality is sadly needed.

The penitentir is a poor remcdy for
the evils complained of. Nor will in-
teUlectual education alone suffice te re-
-store societvX te a healthy condition.
1iýhere is evidE.ntly semething lacking in
the systeins of educatien hitherte madie
uise et. Take fer example the case of ttie
great Germun natiâh where every child
U ompelled te attend sebool, ant te at-

tain a remarkable degree cf proficiency;
we finti a people--to use the lazigpage
et1 a recent wrier-"ý, 'rable te maintain
ié&her pblitical freedoin or resenable
ýÈath; whose citizens are for t.he most
part either devotees of the llomish -S1d-
perstition or actual if nr)t avowed: athe-

ists; wvho either bow submissively to
miliî;:trY despotism or break out in mani-
festati.'ns of 'vild s;ocialisin."1 Such be-
ing the state of raatters in a land fore-
most amorig the nations of secular eda-
ention. what security have ive that our
own couuutry shall escape the evils which
threaten the 'very louadations ef society.

The slightest reflectien wiIl show us
that the circunistances or to use the mod-
ern phrise, the environment of ar vouth,
has grcatly changed within the past lew
years. Already raost of the chiidren in
the land are better schoiars than *their
parents. WVho will venture te say that
they havP the saine lofty standard of
morality, or te, use a simple phbrase thst
they have the saine fear of G od before
their eyes. 1-, there ne danger that in
tFese circutnstances parental restraint
and authority wiii be disregarded or
treated with eonteinpt? 1

In order te meet the wauts of the
country -ill thoughttul persous who take
an interest in the welfare of the young
are attemptiug te insist on and te en-
courage reil%'ious education in common
scbools. In Eugland since the passing
of the School Act of 1870 this mauter bas
received much attention. la every pari
of that ceuntry with the exception of the
cîty of Birmningham 'which is pverned by
the tyra.uical will or a majority et Rai
cals and in one or two insigrificaut se<b-
tiens in Wales where sectariiip bigetry
rules, Biblical instruction is insisted on
by ail the Sehool Boards, a body cf ofâ-
cials corresponding- te our sehool t;ins-
tees. Neo sectarian teachiug cf any Mid
la allowed. In Scotland the Shorter
Cp.tecbism is taught we believe after the
ordinarv sehool heurs, anid oniy te cbÎl-
dren whose parents desire it. It is prti
fyîng te h'aru that the system bas wvork-
eti se wei! bat te take the case et theeity
of London alone, with a popuelation eq"a
te that oi *the whoie Domrinion-not à
single cemplaint hasèbeen made duig

t-b hole terre of the BoarcUs exister»
and that - net more than one la tour
theusand of the eilidren attendig the
schools lias .been withdrawn by its par-
efits, although by thé, rulue ofthe Bdi
any person who object o his clhild re-
oeiviag Biblical instruction may reqinre
that diring the time set; apar; fur thiU
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