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At no period in our history bas there
been more interest taken in religlous
matters than is taken at prisent. Our
churches never were better attended,
week îîigbt meetings were never more
closeiy packed. Let a prayer meeting
be called in a sehool bouse and it is sure
to be crowded, if oniy it is hieid rit nighit
when the day's work is over.

Imagine a stranger from a far country
ignorant of Christian u...age xisiting one
of our congregations and witnessing this
keen interest in religion. He would
naturaily have many questions to ask.
He might enquire for example irby the
,eider who conducted the prayer meet-
ing did not also preach from the puipit
on the Sabbath. Die would be told in
repiy that special gifts and specizti train-
ing were required for the work of the
pulpit, thiat aitlîough the Gospel piainly
sets before the simplest mmnd the way of
salvition yet as the Scriptures were
originaiiy written in Ancient tongues,
were full of allusions to Bncient customs
and usages, many of wihich are now
obsoiete; as much of the New Testa-
nient was written in answer to prevail-
ing heresies and false notions in theology
and morais, is Iargeiy argumentative in
parts, is full o? orientalisms and metnph-
orical expressions, learned research and
lahorinlus St,,<hr are un
f ully to elucidair, such mnatters :-tbat
moreover every age bas to recast the
I orm in which it expresses its religious
belief, to translate into the language of
to-day the unalterabie trutbs heid in
former times and expressed in the idiom,
and speech peculiar to those ages; further
as it is the duty of each one to study
the sacred records for himseif an instruc-
tor and guide is required who will speak

ith ahl the calmness of knowledge and

160

ripe thought and point out the errors
and hasty eonciusions arising from the
rasbnes.i and iniolerance of ignorance;
and iastly as the duties of religion qre
practical the relation between doctr'ne
and daily litée and its e ver vary ing
duties must be pointed out and urged
upon men witli ail the eneigy and
wisdom possible, l'or these and other
reaisons hie wouid he toMd the church sets
apart a ciass of men whose duty it is to
make thiese things a special study. Ac-
cordingly after seven or eight years
special and laborïous training, under the
most iearned and competent teachers
the ivorld can produce, with the advan-
tage of large libraries, instructed in the
bistory of the church since ifs foundation,
in tbe history and changes of doctrine,
of hieresris, of creeds, in short of the vast
field of theological research, these men
are trained to tell us in the elearest and
mnost convincing, mariner with ail the
peesuasive.iess at their command our
duties to God and to our fellow man, that
it may be well witlî us here and here-
after. On eçery @abbath such a teache'-
is expected to deliver two or three care-,
fuily prcpared di.«courses, adapted to
every ciass of hearer, to young and old,
learned and ignorant, thoughtful and
thoughtless-deivered so as to please
everybody and above all hurt no ones
feelings ; lie is expcctcd to addres- one
or more prayer meetings weekly, to visit
as ofien as possible the faitiies of his
congregation îîumhcring often from one
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affairs, to counsel and exhort them as to
temporal as well as spiritual duties, to
catichise the children, attend Bible clamses
visit the sick (and know wben they are
sick, whether told of it or flot), to Visit
and examine the public schools, to settie
the quarrels of Ml tempered neighbors,
attend Presbyteries, work on committaes,
to, entertain ail corners liberaliy, to vi8it,
and encourage Y. M. C. Associations,
Sabbath schools, be ready to lecture t0


