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and powerfui, had ever been convcrging. borne downwards from, an early perioci of
'I'his ivas the event wvhichi Abraham had seen history, and fondly chcrished by niankind in
afair off, afld for wvhici lie was giad. Patri- every successive tige. At Ilis appearance,
arclis and prophets rcjoiced ia contemplation ithey ex pecteci the rigrhting of hunian î%vrongs.
of it. Jewisi ]ituaii ami Jei¶isli Ilistorv Under Hi 15wise and jst adtministration, they
hierein founci a cieep ami sacreci import. TIakýe lookeci for the growt hof hunian virtue, andi
nway froin history the fact of the incarnation, the dowvnfall of vice ami oppression. Jews
and it becomes a mass of disorder and a i ery andi Gentiles alike experded Ilus eomSîi1, and
Babel of confusion: Judaisni seems an un- thus, in point of human ex;>ectation, He rnight
rncaning superstition, andi the observances of indeeci he called Ilthe desirc of ail nations."
the Gentile world an awfui enigma. For if But, secondly, 1le -%as justly calleci Ilthe
the Saviour had not been bora to suifer anti desire of ail nations," because He alone couc
to die, whant superiornîisdorn and what niuch fi11 up the measure of ail nations' desirea anci
greater andi deeper sanctity could %ve trace ia wants.
the Jewish Clhurch than la the heathea worldP At the tîme of the hirth, of our Lord, hie.
Truc, they did net stain their handis with tory haci arrived at its crisis. Oid creeds
humnan sacrifice, as did their heathea neigh- were no longer powerfui to satisfy the scru-
bors; stili, tliey buili their altars and 31tew tiny of the hurnan intellect, or the cravings
titeir sacrifices Ù& vain if Christ did not ap- of the human heart. 014 forms were fast
pear. 1-Iow deepiy sad andi sorrowvful does fading away. Old superstitions were losing
thc whole of that history rend, if the birth of their Nvonted charras, and proving thernselves
Jesus be for a moment *denied ! Ever siace te be wells without water. This crisis niight
the beginniîig of history, the Church of God be conipared to that to whieh the sick mnan
haci lookeci forward to this giorlous. event. arrives whiea the feçer has reacheci its height,
Age after age haci corne andi gone, and each and wvhea death and life are wavering in the
successi% e age rejoicec inl the xiearer prospect balance. That sick reon haci long becu toss-
of the appuicitecitimie. That agreatDIeliver- ing in rest!ess anguish. fe had consuited
er was to be born, iras no matter of doubt or many pixysicians-trieci nany offereci reine-
question. Ail the institutions of the ]?atri- dies, but, insteaci of rccovering, had oiy
archal andi Mosale econoniv pointeci to the become wvorse andi more restless stili. He
fact. The prophets saw it far doira the vista had at length alvtlost confidence in ail
of years, andi rejoicedl in the prospect of its medicai skili, andi ias almost on the briak of
advýeîst. 'l'ie Psalmist struck his harp) to despýair. Yet stili lie feit that his nmallady vas
celei)rate the joyous fact. T1he people bul,; flot incurable could the right physician corne.
patiently the burclen of their cnpt1hity and The ceremionial lair ivas losiag its powr
tlîeir oppression,, belieî ing, froin the heat:en- over the mincis of the chosen people. The
inspircû predictiosîs of their prophets, that a tea tlîousand goLls of Greece anci Romne could
Deliverer shouldl comne. They irere accus- net satisfy the wvants of their wvorshipping
tomeci to bear mucli of is nati%-ity andi is votaries; both Jew aîîd Gentile feit thît
character. They kucir that He îîouid spring something -%vas needed îrhichi they did flot
frori the tribe of Judah andi from tîe house possess. The sacrificial fire burat as of oid
of D)avid. Tîmeir prophets had pointeci out oxi the altars la Judah, yet stili the conscience
the place where Ile shouici be born, anci many of the worshipper iras iii at case. The blood
of the circumstaxîces of His aativity. Further of buils andi of goats streamiec in crinison
stili, the lime bnci been iricted, so that tlîe torrents, yet they couici mot take airay sin,
nation iras justified inl expectint, the event nor bring peace nor rest. Ileathenisrn stili
whien it lad reafiv transpirec inl history. Yet practised its bloody andi, cruel rites, but ail
the Jewrs irere iutt solitary in their expecta- ia vain. Tlhe âiirt-boru Nras sacrificeci foi
tiens of soone great personage appearing mii transgression, andi the fruit of the body given
thc stage o. hlistor-v. Thc Gentile ivorîci had for the sins of the soul; stili, thc fruits of
also its expectations. The irise men of whom transgression, rernaineci, anti the sias of the
the Evangelist tells us, wuïe but tI repre- seul were unpardoncd. Their observances
sentatives of a numerous class irbo stoQdl poiated te a kaowledge of sin anci a feeling
waiting on the threshold of history for the of unrest, îvhich those observances cou lat
appearance of lIir ivbe mas to corne. Sueh remove, and, ladeeci, irbich coulci ney1ýer be
a kac.wledge cf fis nature andcisina remnoveci except through Hiut. ivho iras Ilth
that possessed by the prophets cf od, they desire cf ail nations." Endeavor te separa
had not; yet that they did expeet somne Judaism, irith its altars, its priests andciI
strange and extraordiar p ersonage, seens sacrifices, frorn its connectien with the grea
abuadantly clear. A LEatin peet sung, but a, High Priest cf cur profession, anci the saca
feir iears before the hirth cf our Lord, cf fice which Hie offered once for ail, andtiI

great anci glorieus changes in humnan history. ances. Ail their ordinances pointeci te t
Ife merely expresseci a belief that was corn- one great event cf history-a coniing

on among makinci-a belief thnt seerne te deemer; and this event gave then their deehave pervaded the werici at this perieci, and and selemn neaniag and. use. And Wbh
greunded, prebably, on seme dir tradition Ilwas heathenisai but a groping in the dark


