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i NATURAL HISTORY.

FTIRE LEVIATHAN.

+, The word Leviathan oceurs ouly i four
passages of seripture, in uddition to ehat
§  very sublime description wlich s furnished

. of the creature to which the appellation is
-given, in the forty-firsy chapter of the buok
of Jub—a deseription in the highest degree
: _poctical, andy in the minutest particular,
@ just.. There can be litide doubt that the
i sxme crepture is elsewhere called Tan and
- Jusnin, whichh words are variously vendered
thale, dragon, serpent, und sea-monster ; »
diversity of translation sanctioned by the
original penmen, who use the words to de-
saitbe these, and pechaps several other large
animals i addition o them among, which is
the crocodile, who is more particularly
masked out, by the term LEVIATHAN,

“Phe mam_proat that the leviathanis the
crovodile of the Nile,' says Mr. Vansitwart,
wisey chiefly from some particular circum-
E ances and  contingencies  attending the
crocodiles of Eyvpt, aud ofno other coun-
tey s and if these circumstauces are such,
that we can suppose the Hebrew writer
thew his idens from them in bis description
of lewsathan, they will afferd an almost
costainty thatlaviathan depicsents the croca-
tile of tho Nule” The writer then quotesa
passage from tlerodutus, where the hustornan
desertbes this auimal, wnd relutes the pe-
culiatities attendaut upon him in parts of
B Kgypt ;5 remarkmg, that ¢ some of the
-Egyptisnshald thocrocudile sacred, particu-
lmly the inhabitants of ‘Fhebes, aud others
JBarderiug upon the lauke Moens who breed
up asingle crocadile, adorn him with rings
aud bracelets, feed lum with the sucred food
sppointed for hiim, and treat hun with the
§ most honorable disuusction.” With much
ingenuity, be then procecds to illustrate the
description in the book of Job, and to consi-
der it as strongly 1ndicating the peculiarities
g of the Thebaid crocodile.
B The description of leviathan commences
g4 st the twelfth verse,andisdivided into three
psuts classed under the different heads of,

& hix well-armed make. Of these, the first
® and the third describe him as truly asa
§ natoratist would do.  The second part mag-
R nifies Lim as a god.

g 1tis difficult, pechaps impossible, to find
¥ ¢ deseription s0 admirebly sustained in any
i# Janguage of any ageorcountry. Thewhole
g Eppeaxs tobe of a piece, and equally excel-

g lent. B

B .- To stir .up orawake leviathon is repre-
j santed in.chap. xli. 8—10 of thesame book,
2 16 be inevitable destruction. 1twas natural
N tomentian such a terrible casualtv in the
B slrongest terms of abhorrence, and to lament
8these who so miscrably perished with the

§ (1) %65 parts ; (2.) his great might ; £3,).
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most bitter imprecations on the dirastrous
duay. Job calls for the assistance of such
lunguage, 10 excerate the fajal night of his
nativity. ‘

By the term leviuthan, in Psalm Ixxiv.
14, we may suppuse Pharaoh to be repre-
sented, as a kg of Epypt 1s called by
Ezehiel (chap. xxix. 8) ¢ the preat dragon
[or crocodile] that lieth in the midst of his
rivers.

ARE THE DEAD COGNIZANT OF WHAT
PASSES ON BaARTH T

WHETHER the souls of the departed are
cognizantct what passes on earthisaquestion
which has been varowly determined by
thuse who have reasoned concerning the state
of thedead, Thoumas Burnett wasof opinion
that they ure not, because they ¢ rest from
their labours.”  Aund South says, * it is
clear that God sometimes takes his saints
out of the world for this very cause, that
they wmuy not know aund sec what happens
init. TFor sosays God go King Jaosiuh,
* Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers,
and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in
peace ; neither shall thy eyes see all the evil
thut I will bring upon this place, and the
inhabitants thercof.” This he adducesasa
conclusive arg ment against the invocation
of Saints, suying the ¢ discourse would have
heen hugely absurd aud inconsequent, if so
be the saints separation from the body gave
them a fuller and u clearer prospect iutq, all
the particular affairs and occurrences that

that .he works of the deceased follow them,
but that the deud are sensible of the earthly
cunsequences of those works, and are af-
fected in the other world by the louour or
the reproach which is justly ascribed to their
memory iu this. So Piadar represents itas
one of the enjoyments of the state of
the blessed, that they behold and rejoice in
the virtues of their posterity. So Sextus,
or Sextius, the Pythagorean, taught ; © im-
mortules crede te manere in judicio honeres
et ponas’ And Bishop Ken deemed it
would be an addition to his happiness in
Puaradise, if he should know that his devoti-
onal poems were answering on earth the
purpose for which be had piously composed
them: .

—should tbe woll meantsongs Ileave behind

With Jesns® iovers an acceptance tind,

*Teill brighten even the joys of heaven to know
That in 1y verse the Saints hymn God below.

The conscasus gentium universalis, iswith
the philosophers and the Bishop, against
South and Burmett : itsffords an argument
which South would not have disregarded,
and to which Burnett has, on anothel pecer

“sion, ttiumphantly appealed, -
7
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Lrom Kineaid's Raniom Shais.
A HERO.

Military smen in battde may be clddsed
under three dispropartionste heuds—u very
sinulf class who consider themselyes ingigm-
ticant—u very large class who cuntent them-
selves with doing their duty, withont going
beyond it—unndatolerably furgx classwho do
their best, tany of whom are great men with-
out knowing it. ©Oune example fii the history
of a private soldier will establish all that I
have advanced on the subject. lnons of'the
first smart actions that ever [ was i, I'whi
a young officer i command of experienced
soldhers, and, therefore, fuund smyself com<
pelled to be an observer ruther than an ac-
tive leader in the scene.  We were enguyged
in a very hot skirmish, and had driven the
enemy’s light troops fora considerable djs-
tance with great rapidity, when we were at
length stopped by some of their regiwents
in line, which opened such a terrific fire
within a few yards, that it obliged evety
one to shelter himeslf as he best coulid,
among the inequalities of the ground, and
the trees which the place afforded. We
remained inactive for about ten minutes
amidsta shower of balls that seemed to be
alnost like a hail storm, and when at'the
very worst, when it appeared tome 10 be
certaindeath to quit the cover, a young scam-
pish fellow of the name of Priestly,atthe
adjoining tree, storted out fiom behigd it
saying, ¢ Well Pll not be bothered-any
' longer behind a tree, so here’sat youn,” ard
| with that he banged off bis rifie in the face of

happen here upon earth.  Aristotle came to | his foes, 1eloading very deliberately, while
an oppusite conclusion ; he thought not only | every one right and left followed hisex-

ample, and the enemy, panic-struck, took
to their heels without firing another- shot.
The action requires no comment ; the indi-
vidual did not seem to be aware that he hid
any merit in what he did, butit fsneverthé-
less 2 valuable exampler for those who are
disposed to study causes and effects in tire
artof'war. s

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOUNG AND OLD
SOLDIERS.

The young soldier, when he first arrives
in camp or bivouac, will, ualess forced to do
otherwise, always give in tothe langour-and
fatigue which oppress him, and fall aslée{).
He awaliens most firobabli( after dark, cold
and comfortless. 1ie would gladly eatsome
of the undressed meatin his haversack, but
he hasno fire vn which to cock it. He would
gladly shelter himselfin oue ofthe numerogs
huts which have arisen oround him since ke
fellasleep, butas he lent no bandin the build-
ing he isthrustout. He attemptisat theels:
venth hour to do as others have done s but the
time hes gone by, for alt the materials that
were originally within: seach. bave already
been appropriated by his more active neigh-




