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tmly not. ~This is one step in the course
of Divine providence towards bringing 1o
pass thas for which we ardently long—the
wning of onr Lord, and the full establish-
ment of his kingdom. And I think we may
cormectly view it as preparatory to the dis-
iag of his wonderful grace. There are
here, and I think elsewhere, some signs,
shich we are disposed to regard as indica-
tive of happier days ; and God has already,
even though our numbers have been dimi-
rishing, shown in several instances of his
onverting grace, how he smiles upon the
lbours of his servants. Gideon’s army
vas reduced by his sovercign will to three
tondred men, that the power of his inter-
frence might Le the more conspicuous.—
e fondly hope that the reduction among
2 may be attended with similar spiritual
rsults.  * Man'’s extremity is God’s oypor-
anity,” and it is often upon occasions of
1ie deepest sorrow to his people that light
~py|iugs out of darkuess, and good out of
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Perhaps the minds of missionarics are
aore directed at this time than ever before
t:the importance of raising up a native mi-
tistry, not only from our schools, but from
tie teachers and others of the people with
vhom we come in daily contact. This, of
wurse, is always an important object with
2, though it is a general opinion very na-
sanally founded, that a long process of edu-
ation and & long period of years are first
requisite before sueh men can be raised up-
This idea is correct to & great extent, and
=ith this end in view, schools are establish-
eland carried on, with the hope that many
ouths antong them will become converted,
aad proved to be thoroughly disciplined
reachers.  But besides these, there are ma-
a7 of good sense and good education, who,
i they are bronght to know and love the
Saviour, will much earlier be fitted for use-
flness as private Christians and as evan-
atists.  We pray for these, and we implore
Christians at home to pray, that there may
5n be raised up in China as well as in
cher heathen countries, native Christians
30ur schools and among our teachers and
rihers, who shall be fearless and wise de-
nders of the truth and confessors for
Christ—who shall be examples of what
Christianity is “in word, in conversation,
i3chanty, in spirit, in faith, in purity.’—
When Christ directs us to pray to the Lord
«f the harvest to send forth labourers into
Hsharvest. he does not confine our prayers
% Jorcign missionaries, nor should we thus
zafine them. Native missionaries are es-
j¢edially needed, and should be particularly
rayed for.

It would perhaps be profitable, to refer to
vine other thoughts than those which have
“a bricfly alluded to, but I would simply,
A conclusion, beg Christians at home to
toasider what bearing these factshave upon
Lzm. Because this building up of the
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kingdom in China is a hard work. and be-
cause it requires great sacrifices, is it, there-
fore, to bu neglected ? Because it is God’s
work, are our hands to hang down? Be-
cause we pray for & native ministry, and
hope that God will hear us, are we therefore
to withhold our sons and our brothers from
this service—are our educated young men
to negleet the broad land of Sinim and its
hundreds of millions of souls, to the undue
guardianship of the few men who are left 2
Let this ratio procecd, so that in the place
of eight experienced men, who are removed
in the providence of God every year, only
seven as yet inexperienced men are sent
out, and what may you expect to hear from
Chica within a few short years? The field
is every day widening. Scores of villages
surround us, which we have only occasional
opportunity to visit; large towns, near to
the central five ports, might with all safety
be entered. and chapels might then be bailt;
and the inhabitants of the cities where wa
respectively  dwell, might become much
more thoroughly acquainted with the way
of life, had we lahourers to spare for this
work. The suspiciousness of the people, in
this city at least, is fast wearing sway; we
have no trouble in building houses and cha-
pels anywhere within the walls. Schools
are established readily, both male and fe-
male, and generally 2 goodly number of
people are present at our chapel ministrati-
ons. The officers do nothing to hinder us,
and the people treat us kindly—so that we
come in aud go out, teaching and preach-
ing. with none to molest or make us afraid.
We hope that it will not be long when soms
way will be opened into the interior of Chi-
na, for the further promulging the glad tid-
ings. But who is there to go? Do not
the churches at home, do not ministers of
the gospel, and those preparing for the mi-
nistry, have a responsibility in this mattor ?
Christian love is expansive in its influence
—and how can churches at home flourish,
who withhold their interest from the wide
spread of the gospel 2 We long to hear of
more missionaries coming to China; men

who are willing in scason and out of season
to serve their Master. God grant that this

chastening which his servants are experien-
cy in the removal of their number, may
call forth the sympathics of Christians eve-

rywhere. K. V. R.
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