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the peopie, it is worthy of remark that as the Books of Kingsýz
and Chroniclls contain '~!'brief an nais, we must not suppose
that Isaiah eéxaggerates the wickedness of the ruling classes.
since so littie is said on this point in these annals, for if we,
read Ainos and Hosea who were contemporaries of Isaiali, we
find the very saine sins and the very sane caustie denunciations.

3. The third part of Chapter v. extends from verse 26 in-
clusive, to the end of the Chpr- d 'oontains a reference te
the Assyrian invasion. Jehovahi would lift up a bai1 i.er aroun&l
wvhich nations froin afar ivould ro.Ily. At his sumrnons, they
would speedily corne as bees to a bee-master. He ivould pro-
teet, them a...i niake them the instrument for the chastisernent
of his people. Their -movernents would be rapid, tlîeir discipline
1,irfect, and their nîiighit irresistible. Ail this points to the
Assyrians. Orelli reinarks thiat 4'the song struek up at first
lias passed into a sevenfold '.woe, and tlie woe into a thunder-*
storm of dooni, whichi dies away in unirelieved hiorror."

POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION.

1. In verse 14 wvhy is the feininine singular. suffis pro-
noun appended to several nouns ? 2. What period in tie
nation's history, during the ministry of Isaiah, best ineets the
conditions of the Chapter taken as a -whole ? 3. In verse 25,
sorne zxegetes inaintain tliat the judo-nient denounced is a
future and not a past woe. They hold that the verb MMi,

is a prophetie preterite. What can be said in favor o? a
reference to the past ? 4. Does the threatening contained ini
the last part of the Chapter receive anything like a complete
fulfihuent in the Assyrian invasion ? If not, may we extenci
it to the Babylonian captivity? Or, are we warrauted in
thinking with Delitzschi that the prediction is se general that
the evils inflicted on the Jews by the great world-pcwer in.
the formn o? Assyrians, Chaldaeans, Persians, Grecians and
.omans, are here unfolding vat of the mnisty future and pre-
senting theinselves to the prophetic eye of the seer? 5.
'What arguments have been pressed ini favor o? attachitig vv.
25-30 te, (hapter x. 4 ? See Skinner Pr Isaiab, p. 40. 6. L-
it the duty of îainisters now, as it was the duty o? the pro-
phets of old when occa3ion raquired, to, denounce social evils-
which invoke judgment on a nation ?


