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thee, thee only, have I sinned. All sin, as
such, is opposition to God, and that is the profound-
est conception of its exceeding sinfulness which
discerns it in this relation clearly, In David's
lips, us a confession of his great sin, these words
would not mean that he had not sinned against
Uriah and Bathsheba, for sin carries mischief and
misery to thousands; but for the moment the
whole vision of the psalmist’s soul is filled with the
overwhehning thought of what his sin must be in
the eyes of God,

3. Note still further that the truly penitent soul
forgets not his guilt. This is shown in verse 3,
which we should render, for I know [the Hebrew
imperfeet tense here implies continued knowing,
“1 keep knowing,” know more and more] my
ressions and my sin is ever before
Such continued knowledge of sin tends to
drive one the more earnestly to Ilim who alone can
purge it away.

Aspects of salvation.—No less striking and in-
structive are the lessons touching sulvation :

L. The sovrce: of redemption is pointed out in the
three words of verse 1 translated n ercy, love
ing=kindness, and tender mere Let the
student compure the first of these words with the
tarace " described in Eph. 2. 8, the second with
God’s love as set forth in John 3. 16, and the third
with both text and margin of Luke 1. 78, All these
glowing thoughts overwhelmed Paul and eaused
the outburst of rapture at the beginning of Rom.
1

The ¥urLLxess of the salvation is indieated by
the three verbs of verses 1 and 2, which are trans-
luted blot ont, wash, und cleanse. But to
these words with their rich suggestions add also
the images of the hyssop and snow in verse T
und the hiding of God's face from the sin in
verse 9,
The rEsvirs of this salvation appear not only
inthe clean heart and right spirit (verse 10),
but in joy and gladness (verse 8), a free or
willing spirit (verse 12), and ability to teach
transgressors (verse 13) v

One may also contrast the mercy of verse 1
with the justification suggested in the latter part of
verse 4. Alsothe two beholds which begin verses
5 and 6, and the clean heart and right spirit
of verse 10 with the broken and contrite spirit
and heart of verse 17,

The Lesson Council.

Question 1,  Ziow far was the conception of the
Holy Spirit as we now know him known to the pre-
Christian Church ?

1. Theoffice, work, and nature of the Holy Spirit
are recognized by *“e Old Testament Church in
all its dispensations ; thit his nature was divine
and personal, that his office was to give life, to

| convince of sin, to renew the heart, to impart Jjoy,

to confer special endowments, ete. 2. The con-
ception of these was progressively developed ;
vigue, dim, partiulj an energy, a manifestation, a
presence consciously felt, a personality. Held with

varying clearness and strength, at times with sin-
gular vividness, it reached its complete develop-
ment at Pentecost, The ditference of cone
tion between the Ol Testament Chureh and the
nd degree and not of nuture
Rom. 8. 113 Gen. 6, 3;
1 Cor. 12, 105 Isa. 61.
ddoel 2,285 Acts 2, 16,
sy Minn.

In the pre-Christian Church the Holy Spirit was
known vaguely and by very few. 1. He had part
in creation (Gen. 1. 2), “And the Spirit of God
moved upon the fuce of the waters.” He was
the Author of inspired address, man being t ent
of communieation (1 Sam. 10, 10), ** The Spirit of
God came upon him, and he prophesied.” He
was conneeted with religious life and experience
(Ps 12), “Take not thy IHoly Spirit from
me. 1ce Pentecost the Holy Spirit is fully
known by the Christian Church in all his offices,
These are clearly taught in the New Testament,—
Beev, F. . Comming, Ph.D., Galva, 1N,

The Bible shows that the Holy Spirit was known
to the Old Testament Church, e was then, as he
ix now, the inspirer of all sfous aspirations,
affections, and works in men. To lose his presence
and grace was then, as it is now, the greatest of
ealamities, Hence the psalmist prayed, ** Take not
thy Holy Spirit from me.” The Holy Spirit is now
more fully known in his office and work than he
was in pre-Christian times, because he is more
completely revealed. He was more fully mani-
fested to the Church oh the day of Pentecost than
ever before.—Jokn Athinson, D, D,

New is one of measure
and kind, 4. Gen, 1,
Epn. 4. 305 Num. 11,
1, ete, 3 Luke 4. 18, ete
cte.—Lee. Jubez Brooks, Minnew

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

The Upward Steps of a Sinner,
I. Praven,
Have mercy. ... 0 God. v. 1.
*“Let us return unto the Lord,” Hos. 6. 1.
“Call ye upon him,” Isa, 55. 6,
IL. PeNimeNce,
Tacknowledye. .. Aransgression, v. 8.
* Acknowledged my sin.” Psa, 82, 5,
11 we confess our sins.” 1 John 1, 9,
II1. Parvox,
Hide thy face from my sins, v, 9,
 Redemption. .. . forgiveness of sins.” Col.
1. 14,
** Will not remember thy sins,” Isa, 43, 25
1V, Puriry,
Create in me a elean heart. v, 10,
*“Ye shall be clean.” Ezek. 86, 25,
* Ye are washed.” 1 Cor, 6. 11.




