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elements." We are told to read the latest alvays '(or science.
There is something in it, but 'tis but a half-truth. Truth is prefer-
able to novelty, an d wve must not forget that the case wvith which we
may get at the last hypothesis, should not create the opinion the
mere reading-up is education. Why is it that in this age of
transition, wvhen old wvays of thinking are vanishing, an authority
like Brunetiere bas denounced our modern science as bankrupt.
'Tis not science as such that is at fault, but in as much as by its
extravagant assumptions it bas left the programme laid down ini
the Summa. That programme is of truc scientific education that
discip"nes the mmnd by cuit ivating a philosophical habit that en-
ables one to take connected viewvs of thiingý.s and their relations,
and ordains these facts to prove a true thesis. 'Tis, in Newvman's
words, '<«a clear, calm, accurat.- vision and compréhension of ail
things as far as the human mind can embrace themn, ecd in ils
place with its characteristics tipon it." That Thomnistic idea of
science, the Zeit-gei si of to-day affects to despise, and until they
learn to ]ose their seif-conceit, the invariable n ark of shallow
minds, and have corne back to that idea, neyer can scientific in-
structors of the modern schooi uplift or inspire.

Treating questions of social order St. Thomas establishes
first, the principle of an authority and adjusts the social fabric on
far other bases than j. J_ Rousseau, and after proposing objections
that our pseudo-reformers search. as arguments, h e proceeds to
sbowv the relation between ruler and ruled, deterrniining the dif-
fèrent circumstances that found an unequal condition of classes
and individuals, their respective rights an d duties, insisting on lau,
wvhich binds man's conscience by God's sanction--as though hie h-ad

ini his rnind's eye the vagaries of the communistic and socialistic
theorists of our day. And every one concedes that the truest
answers to the questions of our day have corne frorn the Vatican
in those erudite Encyclicals, wvhich migbit be called «'Comm -
taries " of the Summa.

St.. Thomas wvas, first, last and alwvays ai religious teacher,
and bis philosophy gravitated round the central t.ruh that God is
the author of aIl. He is an echo, from the shores of infinity to tell
us wvhence wve have corne and wvhber wve are lieg H tells us


