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and deeper every day, Many years have passed since good Sir
Thiomas spoke, the golden roll of English writers lias lengthened

* four-fold, and if the'lhngruage wvas, according to the conviction -of
* a surpassing intellect, '<plenteous enough " for thile expression of

t*Hie things, " one man hath used to sptak wvith another " then, it
surely must be, to copy the appetizing diction of the hotel adver-
tisenients, "1gracefully abundant" nowv, since, like a caretul house-
hold manager, or port wvine, ;t lias been growing rich with age.
Nay; there' are no mysteries of faith so sublime, no speculation of
pliilosophy too subtle or too profound, to be adequately expressed
in the popular idiom. The instrument wvhichi makes us the highly
favored possessor of the many-sided fullness of Shakespeare, ofi
the miajestic music of Milton, of the wvit of Dryden, of the homiely

-. -sym pathy of Cowper, of the desèriptive power of Thompson, of the
romance of Scott, of thé elegance of Tennyson, of the pathos of
LongfeIlowv, of the sparkli.ng fancy of Burns and Moore-such an

*instrument is, rest assured, equal to every demand. "Who can-
flot dress it wvell wvants xvit, not wvords," wvas tlie conclusion ar
rived at long- a go by the xvorthy George Herbert. "lThe obscur-

ity uttered is the obscurity thoughit," is an apposite dictuni attri-

* yourself of' the necessary ideas, and feel themn profoundly, and you
*will be certain to *find the Englishi laniguag,-e, like our inspiringyZ and

noble Ottawa river, deep, clear and resistless in its swveep.
On lanoguage, poetry acts as a solvent and precipitanit, if 1

niay use the termis of the chiemist. The i-natter and diction of
poetry tend alike towards the enrichment and refinement of
the language. Mattliew Arnold insisted that tliere nmust be
sonîething of the grand style iii every composition that is truly

* poetic ; somiething-that rejects tHe trivial and the lotv, or e;en the
famliliar and the hiomely, as beneath the dignity of poetry. Ii gen-

* - cral, poetry nor oniy dalas with those thouglits and sentiments
wvhicli are universal to the race, as distinguis±ýed froni those wvhichi
are in any sense limited or conventional, but the constraints of
verse compel a selection iii the wvords employed, and a -special
nicety in their arrangement and comibination. As man, when lie
passes the emiotional dawvn of intelligence and advances to a sta-
tioi %,.,Iere literary culture is refined aind niatured, finds it less easy


