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IN' TIUE DESER T 0F SiIN4l.

WVe began tlie match soon aler the sun lad riscn, turning
fi ecastcrn sky into the aspect of a conflagration. The
lîcavens ithove werc " as brass," and the carti hbentatît 1 as
iroan." 1 brcakfasted on raisiris and half a cup of stirabout
nmade with sanie stale water which had been begged tromt
the scanîy stock of the namads or the à~ight betore. These
foalded thicir lents, and pissed awny, on that search for water
whicli is thc li(e*long occupation of flic dwellcs in the
descrt. Thcy le! t faot a trace behind. Soucn after f1ey
wcnt out of sighit I walkcdI on alont, as is my usual practice,
in auivance of the cartels, but sooni sank on a stone froi ex-
haustion anui euffcring. Ilas-an lad pebbles in hi, own
mouth, a-id gave me saint ta pout in mine, but lie spoke
thickiy, thougli doubtiess lie ha d taken nmore water than lie
Cave ta me. WVe marched for four hours-a burning,
weary, silent march-and halted fil nouan in the sharp, deelp
shadow ai a lîigh rock, where tlic inercury ici! ta i ii degrees.
The rlare on the salait i>eyoanr the shadow was blinding.
Thlc wr sîrata of (lie air wec shimnîering with hecat. I t
was.tcrrible ta ernerge front the sliadow ai chat Crtai rock
into the fulrante glare once marc, and plod on once more
under the fiery e, I usually saak a towel, several limnes
folded, in water, ania iay it on my head under my bat, ictting
tlic end bang caver the back ai Mny neck; anal bcing unable
ta get any waîer, 1 suflercd severcly fron the sun. As tbic
afternoan went on I became diuzy and disîracted; 1 feit tlar
I shouid soucn be delirious. 1 tried tu spcak ta H-assan, but
My tangue.anly rattled in my mouth. 1 feut that if any oine
were carryirîj water and wouild net Cive it ta mc, that 1
wauid take si by force-that I could cvcn commit a despe.
rate crime ta get anc cuplul. Andi btili we nîarclital an
silently under the blazing skies, tlîrough the heateti, shini-
mrneung air. 1 feit my reason going, and lied a hatndkerchicf
caver my% cyes; tbeit lassitude came an, andi the longing for
water trnçtl inta a longing for diiah, and the fancicd mur-
mur cf clie "dark river " in myn tars was a pleasfint sound.

Then there were voîces, andi liassan, si)caking thick,
utteredti he anc word " Watcr." 1 took the bandage froin
my eyts, andI saw liat we were in a valley. In front palms
waved, andi there %%as a grccnncss an the carch, I thoughî
1 uas again bcing mocked by the mirage, but the blesscd
reality was confirmeti the next moment, wbcn 1 saw in the
distance the Sbeykbi Iarak running toward mc with a
pitcherafwaier in hibhanti. I seizeci it,findlinunicasaning
haste drank an enorinous qu ntity, wben 1lassan forctil tbe
cooler framn nie, andi crank clic reriainder, poor féllow. The
tbirst stili rageti, but there n'as horie, for in the long valey
whicb we hand entereti I recogniacti the W'ady Feiran, the
great oass ai the Sinaitic Dcsert. The Arabs liited mr very
gtlt irem my cmel andi laid nie on a blanket tînder a

in lir. lia sn brought saic a cup ai caat's nîilk, warîn
and healng, and putting a water-cooler beside nie, wairned

me ta take the %ait r anly hy sirs. It was paire andi icc-
colui; il was abondant; andte oesn havirîg returneti, 1
drank it rationally.

Tbrce tbousand fruuî.l.earingf palms, andi perbaîs twe
thousanti young unes, gruw in thait grand oasis. Barley was
springing, flocks werc nibhling herbage which, ilougb
scanty, was green ; there was a murmur af watcr, andi as I
fe1J asleep chat mnurmur became transformiet ia fic souil
of ' the riverai tce waîer ai lire," anti the rustle ai the lafin
frontis overhrad inta flic whisper afic uelage af that
trec " whose lcaves are for the healing af the nations."
Airsr. hiabella Ijird Bshop.

TUE .AGUMEfNT' FJWA D.ESIG.

'IeSpeneccrian formn of evolution is more refincti and
extensive than the Darwinian. Like the sysîemr ai Comte,
whicb it resembles in many respects, it dlaims to bc scienti-
fie andi ecycloprcdic. Il ieally is a vast effort ta, build up
a purely abstract monismn ; but il is doubilual if Spencer bas
succced as wcll as Spinoza, wbo matie a similar effort aiong
other line, Th: formn that the exuluation ptinciple takes in
Spcnccr's handis makes it rcally a kini 'if transforrmism.
It cakces for granîcti the persistence ai force, anti a net vcry
elearly defincti selation oi ceordination bctwecn thc hanta-
geneous andi heterogenous is its fouiation principle. In
tce fcw sentences at aur disposaI litre, we cannaI do justice

te sucba an elaborate system, ciller in the va), of statement
or af eriticism. Indecti, we can only anake anc critical
rematk. Adnîitting, for the sakc of argument. that Spcn-
cer's systemt gaves a saunai) natural history of flic develep
ment ai the cosmos (romi ils original condition of stible
equilibrium in the hemogenous, how is the first stepa in the
movenient tewarti the heterogenous ta cakec place? Is il
by chance or ai ncesity? Bath oi these, views have
alreaiy been dispmosfa. Dees the homogeneous contain
witbin itseli the principle Di ils own ticvcloamcnt, or is te
explanatien bcyond its sphere? If wc take te fermer %icw,
thcprincipleitself rcquires an exîlanatian. That explana.
lion wililandius in the latter alternative. In short, it is
maintaineti chat ibis theor>' giv<s us as ils first principle acondition ai stable equilibrium, which cannot have nsove.
ment Igiveui il in an>', match less a pivca, direction witheuî
te bypoxhesis of an inte ligent power. And furiher, il can

bc shown that aIl along thc line ai devclopmett, ai wbicb
cvolution Cives thse natural histor>' rallier than the philoa.
soaphy, thec materiaIs for a teleolozy nMay bc lunai. In
ordecr ta Make gooi our position latre ire do net require to i
refaite Spenccr's duel rine gcncrally. WVcseetionly ta slow~
flhat, even il truc, they do not dcstroy the desigr, argument.
Even if evolution bc atimitted as an explanation of nature,
the evolutian itscif in ils eng.in, direction raid pregress,
nees explanaîiun. Il is cvident ctai the sciies in the
cosmos cun neitlher originate, direct nor continue itsci. Thse
runci ai tbis explanation -usts bc beyond the stries.

Otr canclasion, therciore, is thatt teleology survives.
There is roomn for the designi argument, andt ils services site
necedt. Thse only atquate explanattion ai the admitted
facts oi adaptation in the uîni% erse is the hypoihess oi an
extra-mundoine, super.xnundane, and inîra-inundane intelli-
gente. Thtis intelligence transcencls nature, anîd is also

imimantent in nature, but ils iimanerscy is tiependent on ils
transcendency. hly other hnrs ai reasoninr tbis intelligence
can be connuceti witlîflie being ai an infinite personal Goti,
whose relation lu the existin± cosmos er nature is such that
lie is inmianent iii ib, anti yet lie also transcentis il. lie
is in ail, Ilîrotîgli ail, and over ail. -P. R. Beattà, ian Kax
College Aloitthly.

4FRIRND.

'Fritnd " 1 bave calleti tbee; by that sacreti name
WVas lic irba îruste<i Goti rcnewned of aId;

And in ail ages souls ai testea golti
Ilave ju> ed to own the pure arîd rautual clamai

0f spiritual fricndisbapi; flot the frcnaying (lame
That passiont kindlles ; for qse naineless glaw,

Sweetly tIirouçli aIl he soul dissoiving slow,
W~lien Love s ethereal fîre tiiwraps ibis framne

Not thest, but someîlîîng gentler, caîni, refineti,
Unsellisît anti exaltet. tchat we ledl

Lake spring's relinsoî, sunshine o'er us sieal,
Awakciting taope anql st rength threugbi heart anti mind

Divmnesi couinxtntl Nunc but licavrin coulti blend
The rest ad cuntfurt bratbted in chat woffd "Friend."
- George Lanrsing Taylor, rn the Brooklyn ÀAlaga:rne.

TUHE FUTURE 0F P£RSI4.

Sa far as conccrits Persia, the danger ai absarption by
Russia is less reat than apparent ; andi the danger is lcss now
liait ten ycflrs figa, althougli it rnay stem paradoxicai ta
Itazard titis assettion, lier naturai defences are Crtat; teiare
is Coud fighlang stuil in lier croups. In the last war, wvilh
Rusia, whcn her arnîy was in flie dangerous transition Stace
frott Asiatic Io Euroiean tactrcs, she was on., beaten wben
so able a g'.ncrai as i'ascitcb was sent ta cake consînanti
ai tce in, adaîîg forýts. And agaîn Pcrsia as a vcry different
courntry fina lIe feebile kbanaîes oi Kbîva and Bokbara,
wîîli no histury anti I.îîl urganizaîron. Tbe Persians have
for 2,500 years sbow-iexîraortiinary adminisîratî-e qualities;-
îhry P' e qutcl,, antelctual, and talcet in mani) directions,
andi have exceptaunal national -.itaity. Sucb a people are
nat easily, destroyeti.

But, in addition ta thîs, tbcy have now a new allï, andi
anc who bultis the balance ai power in the couracils oi Europe
and Asia -Gcrniany. By successive stages, in a qjuiet and
unuhirusive manncr, legaliuns cf the Iwo ceunîines have,
within -a )-car been establisheti ai Teheran and Becrlin. The
significance afiIbis everui is such that it issingular that il has
flot attractei mnore attention. Pciiaps it bas, in secret.
Prince Biisnmarck wastes no powder. H-e neyer establishes
close diplomatie relations excepi with a distinct purnouse in
vicw. That a first.class legation bas been cstabliýscd ai
Tcheran mens thar Jenman>' prop~oses tu have somcthing to0
say in tchit quarter, as well as ut Constantinople, irbere she
lias assumeti a predansinating influence since the iast Russa-
Turkisli war. In the event ai a war bcrwcen German>' anti
Russia-wich wili be anc ai the probable results ai thse
death ofufle Lmî>cror N% illians-it aIll be convenaieit to be
abfle îo, annoy Russia an bier castern flank. At any rate,
%vila England, Germany andi Russia watching eacb cacber at
Teberan, lrsia gains a new ]ease uf lire, naciiter ao' these
pan crs bcang larepaîcti ta sec ber tievoureti by the aibers.
One result ai fibis cachange of diuîlomatic caurtesies is now
evidcnt in the requrst ai h'crsia tisai Germany shoulti exert
berseli witb Englanti anti Russia ta have Persian tcrritory
declareti neutral anti frc front invasion in case ai war be
twecn Englanti anti Russia. Once ict this prirseiple bc
estab)lishei cnii, witb a patriotic anti progressive monarch
like Nust-ed-l)ecn Shah, tbis gloriaus aid monarchy woulti
lîring ta, a successiol issue tbe career ai progrcss upon which
site bas entereti. -S. I. G. Benjamin, late U. S. .4linia'er
Io .Prsia. __________

IUVENEILE L1TER4 TURE.

Neyer pralaably wcrc tbe amusements of ehiltiren maore
clatoicîly and cxpcnsivcly caiereti for thannow. Not only
is tise mnanufacture ai tays an important brancha ai modern
induslry, but fiacre is a distinct anti latgely increasing fieldi
ofljuvenaile literalure, unknnwn sanie farly or fit>'ye-ats ago.
*"Chiltlren's books " have no doubi, cxistcue for centuries;
lîut the coarse chai> books ai the cighteenth, andi even the
juvenîle books ai the early ninceentb century, contrast un-
favourably wath tce rcally artîstie productions wbicb woa the
atitention oiaur modm juveniles. As witb the illustrations,
so witb the letterprcss. Royal Academicians sketch for aur
chîltien, antisomatoour best authers donfot disdain to write
for client. Tihe chilcîren ai a past gencratian bati their espe
cial literature ; anti the quaint litîle v-olunies wiîb inetîlti
cavers anti reti backs were as dear ta juvenailes sanie fifty
years agoa as the gayest Christmas books arc ta tbeir succes-
sors. lcrhaps they were more highly valueti, being leus
frequently- obtaineti. One description ai chiltircn's book.s
bas enjoyei, naut )-cars, but centuries, ai ssnbroken populartity.
The dean oh! nursery tales, common ta aIl Itiandi famti-
liar ai ail ages, the fairy msies whicb delight Engliss ltile

»ones, anti can lie traceti back by the philolegist to tise very
dawn ai langiaagc ilseli, anti whicb are bound in the folk lore
o! ai nations-« jack the Giant Riflera" 41Posa in Boots,"
"Cirdcrclia," 1«Beauly anti thse Becast,"-tacse andti hein

kintiret icentis will cver remain tlie test belovei or "ci,.
dren's b>ooks."

Ta Dean ai Canterbury presjded ai thse fatcwell meeting
in tise Presbvterian Church in that eity ta bid Rev. Harvy-Jellit Got i peeti on bis deprture for Southampton. 7.o
aber Episeopiai dignilarica, Canon Fremantie anti Dr. Blore,
writ in ternits ai irarmest regard.

Tzia Queen laid>' sent te Mms Oliphant a finely-bounti
copy, with ber autgrph, afi "Marr Leaves tronm a Iligs.
land journal." Thse emnin:nt suavclist baid been inviteti a
few days before b>' tise Qucen ta Windsor, andihâai pre.
senterd te, lien Males>' a cap>' of orne of ber iast storims

MrdtisJabfrtn
A sERips ai nmeetirng% wîli tie conducîti b> banai joncs in

Louisville. Ky.
Tuar Rcv. Davidl Thorburn, of Leith, bas recciveti the

degre Oi D. D., tramt Edinbaurgb University'.
Tila Qucent bas givera Mir. hIutcitison, R.S.A., a comnmis-

sion for a marble hust ai thse laie Plrincipal Tîîlloclî.
AN evatîgelical hall is ta le erecteti in Pera, Turlcey, aI

a cost ai $7.000, as anc of the results af Dr. Soniervilie's
visit.

Tifai Rev. Mlichael S. Johnstone, ai Manigaff, in NVigtown
Presbylery, bacs recciveti tbe degree ai 1).D. frant Edinburgb
Universit>'.

Titr Englisb Pcr5 are saiti ta contrai 3,899 ciîurcb livings
-anti sad work îbcy sanietînss mtaire af their power ofara-
paintment thereto.

la wife of Rev. Dr. Ray P'alnmer, of Newark, dit.!
rcînti', n ec es'ntyseond3-cr.SIre maS tiredaughter

af Nlarmàtduke Ward.
Fouit youang nmen o! Jetsi extraciiun, antai enibers af

the Ilbrew Clîristian Ch.urci ui New Yoark City, bave en-
tereti theological scnîinarics.

MARY W. JOHINSON, ai Philadeiphia, a inember of the
Society ai Frientis, bequcahieti $157,000 in varieus sunis ta
about forty religiaus antI charitable institutions.

Mit. Greaiup Müller, ai Bristal, bas been preacbisg
tu large'4congregat ions ai Sydney. Ai% autobiographicai
dîiscourse in the Scots Churcit mat a profounti inapres-
sion.

SuIR CHARL-ES WVAiRîcN, the explorer af P>alestine, is the
nets beat of the London police. l'ie appoinîtment is one
chit wvill be baileti witb intense satisfaction an groundis ai
morality.

Tiss Rev. Donald Fraser. mijo n'as minister of the Free
Iligb Clîurcb ai Inverness bture lie settleti in London, is
expecteti ta i'isiî tbe Highlandi capital to speak on the Churcb
questian.

PacoirEss.Oi MAltAl, F. oas Icit Dublin for Egynt, wherc
he %%-Il spenti a short tine an anvestigati.n. Ht is about to
pubîîsb two books on tht Diatiocîti, the successors ai Alex
anden tht Great

IN, thse State af Netsw 'z'ork alone, i is saiti, flatte are
740.000 chîltiren anti you bas mlio arc %%zîhout any religiaus
instuction. A lraghtful amouant ai germanal Iseathcnaismn for
thse next generatian.

IT i5 saiti tise Imperial Enginering Callege ai Tabla,
wbicb is an essentaally Biritish institution, governeti b>' an
English Principal anti taîîgit by cxcîusively Englîsb teachers,
is about ta, bc bupp)resseti.

Tifit Hon. I. B3. Hi, All)anta, Ga., sa> s: 1 hav'e been
sahicitor eight )-cars. In that liasse 1 convicted seven hon-
tired criminals. Six hutntircî af iliese consmitteti .eîr crimes
irbile untier the influence of whiskey.

DR. GrEoitRG S'%1î1 1 bas remittid $4 ,375 te the testimo-
mal funti-raiseti in recognition oi the services rentierei ta
civilization anti justice by Rer. J. 1). Don's successiai de-
fente ofithe Kafi'rs in South Abrita.

Tira alul ebapel af hslington, ofbmhicb Dr. Geikie was pas.
tt Lefore hbcamie an Ansglican, anti nhich bas alsa been
mînistertil ta by INr. Spîurgean's lather, is makinggood pro.
gress ua~er the care ai Rer. R. Berry.

PaROFEssai ITIF.L, Mloderator of the Church et
&oîîanti General .Assembiy, preacaeti tse annuai sermon ini
connection with tht Glasgow branch ai fic Jewish Fe.
faible Mlission te a large congregatian in St. Gerge's
Church.

Tntaa ait in tht Amnerîcan Epaseopial Churcb leurteen
sisterboatis andti io welI.cstablished orders oi deaconces
-aone in Long Islandi anti ont in Alabama. hn the Churcs
ai Essglanti twenîty-fîve sisterbootis and eigbî orders oridea-
concases are reporteti.

TurRr, ms pieketi up in Londoan rcccntîy anc ofithe (ift
copies of Mrs. Ilrawning's canliesi pocni, «"lîlaraîhon,'
which n-as wriîten mheni th was cieven )-cars aId, anti was
litnteti by ber rllier. I is nom in tse bandis of tise keeper
1 iprnied h>um.s ai the Brnitishb Muscum.

Tata Rcv. J. T. NN'igner praicats in tise Freenian againsi
the praclice of giving out intimations iromn tht pulpil.
"Conceive," be says. -ai Petcr in 1 rusaleni, or Paul ait

Mlars Hall, askced ta, Cive outi hall-a dozcn foclies ai excur-
sions, bazaars, bands ai hopec, seranons, lectures 1 "

Tirat Rer. Atiani Landi, D. D., misa iisited ibis country a
fcm ycars age, mmli a-tain bais jubilce as minister ai tht Maossa
Street Cburch, Elgin, on 27th Jul>' nexi. Comniemerative
services arc te Le belti on tise firai Sunday ai August,
anti a public luncisean antd sorc on tht Tuesday falloir-
ing.

DRt. SAsa.IoNiD, in bais apcning addtrcss Lefre tht Otage
Prcs'bytc-.an Synoti, took for bis sttbjcî1 "Sernons andi
Prtcaching." liec declareti that flatre mas mare gooti chan
cvii in.tht Scoîîish eagerness fer the sermon, anti spake
apîsrevingly ai tht change fram doctrinal te practical preacs-
ing.

Titz 642nti anniversar>' ai the eonsecrain ai tise -parish
chancs of RirL-eaidy occurreti a fcw wM-eis ago ; ?;tri there
tas noihing lcit ai uhe ancient building save tht ununlnied
towcr. Tise csurcs mas dedica.tcd te St. Bryce, who suc-
ceedeti St. Martin in tise bishopric af Tours. Tht alti
edifice wras sirepi ama>' in iSo7, tisougb bappil>' tise lar
was spared.

Tra Cîcnrk ai the Fdînburgs Estalilisheti Presbytery ne-
porteti tisai there isac! been rollected b>' congregations witbin
tht bountis during tise past financiai ytar $279,162; un in-
crease of $36,210i aven tht contributions ai hast yeax. The
nurnber ai communicants 'aizhin tise Pisbyter>', so fat as
.eiurns 1ud becen nceivtil iront congregatiorîs, iras 47,129,
an increas ai 1,586 avez tisai af -huit car. Thse baptisais
v are 3, 13S.


