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Dlvlnliy liail, anth le U'niversity a! Queen's Caliege.
If tlie terni Qtieen's be emplnyeti denoate tlie Thea.
logical Mdi at Kingston, correspondlng ta the Tirea-
Ingical 1llaIn Toronto, Monirocai, andi 11 rî:r.ix, <lien
thie plan sugge'stcd would not give Queen's any siacl
ativanîng,,e an prt-e ninenco.t Il B'1" speaka af. lThe
lIi cf tircologiral students nt Queen's would tait be in.
cre.i <cd by ailier theological sîtadenis cuanpetlng for
the degrec whichl s confcrrcd tait by tlie Thcolugical
llall,but bytite Senate of tlie University. Neilier wvoîld
tue lisai of the sludents aitending: ilier divinity h.îlls,
be dimlnisliedbyithemanre fatci of soinc ur linm tak.ng
a degreo fnom tlie Cirurcli's U'niversity Ai KingoAton.
And 1f tlie terni Qucea' bc Intendcd ta lesignate tihe
University, possesseti of degree-canterrlng powecr, <lien
itlit fot correct ta say that as tIre resuli of .rdoptiig
tlie plan now under disr 'ssion Il Queen's aMone 'voulti
be tlie Aima MNater." A irais Aima Mater Is gener.
ally undersicod tu bc tire instituion In which lie was
trineti, and not ithe one frain wiicli lie irappenedl ta
recciv a degree, And even Ifran individual, wlio h.d
studied in one collcge, andi taken ls degnec in an-
ailier, milh be salid in a certain sense ta hauve

lwvo Aima Maters, ilîcre cani bc no d.ftulty in decîid-
lui; wlalch of tlie îwo hac wouid regard as tIre anost
aima.

In conclusion, iei me merely mention iwa considera-
dIons in f.-vour of tlie proposai that we shouiti avail
ourselves of the University aiready in existence.

x Sucîr a course wouid be a frtiing recognaition cf
tlic place wl.lch Queen's University criglnrll> held,
andi of the wonk wliich it lias since donc, anti wauld bce
ai tlie sanie liane a convincing preof liat tire laie union
was flot a nominal but a real ane. It docs net sem
any more <han riglît iliat tlie only University of! tire un-
divided Churcli aliulti bec eorai> University of tlie
united Church. Surely ii a nt caunting ton mucli
upon tlie existc-nce of the serntinrent cf union tuecx-
pect tirai a proposai which would neyer have been
madie, if iliere liat been no disruption, will net be
pressr-d rraw that the aid divisions have happiiy been
hca.ed.

2. Thae high standard wiîli regard ta Thealogical
Degrees which Queen's lias aiways maintainedl wouid
stem to rentier sucli a course emîinentiy %vise and
praper. 1 need flot say afl>îhing about lier Ilonorary
Degrees afier "IlB" 'a frank acknowledgement <liai she
Ilhas been sparing in tlie use cf lier power in tois re-
spect, Iiitherto, and judiciouà in tlie cxtcrcasec of il." As
ta thie Acadeinic Degree, it may bc àuffi-ient tu sre
tirai of ail wlio have pursucd tireir ilieulugital studies
ai Qrreco's, on/& five have succcded in cbî.uîning the
titie ofi lacirelor of Divinity. Surely Il B" must have
laera ignorant cf ibis faci wlien hie suggested tlie pos-
sibility of the theolagicai faculty of Queen's secking
ta bc affiliaieti ta tire proposcd University. M.

THEOLOGICAL DEGREES.

Mlt EIn1TOR,-Preiuming abat your correspondent
«181 lias for tlie prescrit concludeti wlit hehlas tasay on
the subject af Theological Degrees, 1 beg ta îirank him
for thi- epportuniiy afforded rile of giving, by your kinti
permission, ta the rnembers of the Cliorcl, my views an
tire question. 1 was sumnmoneti nway from the Gen-
eral Assembly in june hast, just as the report cf tlie
Conimitice was beginning ta bc discussed, and 1h lad
flot the appantur.ity ai saying then andti here what 1
wislred ta say.

Let me premise tliat 1 amn a graduate o! anc cf our
Colieges, but ar now more inîimately idcnîified with
anrother crie, and from, local considenations arn neces-
sariiy more interesteti in its prespeniry. But 1 desire
ta approacli the discussion of tiris question, flot froar
<he stantipoint cf the Collèges ai ail, but from <liai of
Preabyter. l-iw sheuitithe Churclivicwthle maîler?
WVhat will it be wise for the Church te do in regard ta
ht?

a. 1 agree wit l <B" iliatil "the Churcir might by ils
cwn authority, anrd without any application ta thre
Legisiature at &I1l, confer Degrees in Divinity."l 1 go
further, and say tbat9 in my jutigment, i would bc a
fan mare dignified thurrg for the Church thus ta take
the mattér in its own hantis, wheri il ùr o;sly De-
grees in Divinitýy that ame in question, tiran for it ta
go, liat in hanti, ta the Paliharntant, ta requesi power ta
m ark the nank wiîich ils students andi rinisters hati
reacheti as la professienal attiiaments. WVhy shouiti
tIre Chuncli ask permission cf the Legisiature to pass
its opinion uparu the iearning andi qualificationrs cf
candidates for its zainisry, or ta dhstirrguish ia any

way il chooses those wlio have ilrewri themacilves tius,
Ctavis etf doclus-tlie ihree suppoatil atîributes o! a
1) D ? WVhaî has tlie Panrliamentin do rulili Thea-
logiral iatters? Dn iliy net pertarin ta thec Churthi,

Iant < the Claurci enly?
:. V'our -orrespncent fur-nisies the anawe-î. t

wvoulti be A. innova tion. IlSuh an exercise ug Church

auiîiorlty %wouid, howcver, bc aincxiapled, toui only an
cor Curci, bat in every ailler brandi of the Christian

Churh." incethedays ef the Reformatron, n
iatInProtestant commninties, Degrees an Dirmuay

lik ai oterDegrees, have lacern acdeiù flot cccle-
siasîlcai. Thcy have been coJefrned b>- Utin;eruise
-trai 1si by institutionîs in iviiiar ait t'rin&hes of
lorarninC are siapposet o bc tauglit, as wcli .rs Tîrea-
logy andi tire Thrcalegical Degnces hiave borne thie sig-
naîture of <ho inibens cf ail<tac Factrities of tlae Uni.
vensities, as wcll as those of the miembcrs of the
Threological Facuity, anti it la tis circumaîtancc ihat
liast stnirrped threir value uapoa the Dîploarras confenneti,
atiestlng ireir acatdenito cliaracien. A University
crcatcd net for thec purpose of training studeiris,
whlch was tIre original conception anvolved ian rte an-
stitution, but cniy fer the purpose of tonfcrnîng De.
grecs in D.vinaty, wouid surcly bc ai ficr tiîng ufider
tire sun-for conferring Degnecs, nat upon ail anti
stîncry <liai migiri offier (er competition, cr whrosc
claitrîs ta distinction mtghi Irc brought under the
futice ai tIra goverriing body, ta wiratever rela1grous
denomination tliey belongeti, which liras been iaherto
thie practice wvith Univensities, but ani> upon tire sau-
dents and mîinisters ai tire i'rcbytenran Church.
Surely, <lie> are flot s0 liard up for tities and lionuuns
as5 sucli a proposai.impic. If tircy are, thie Cîirncîr
bail better invertit sortie new meîiti o! satis> ang tlie
cnaving, and let the elds>aîrbois B.D. anti D.D. ruhacl
have tili fiow hati a fixed, academio. significaieun con-
tinue ta mean in tire future %blat the) have meait an
thie past. The Çhurcli cani have no difliLUity an ora-
ginating fiew tidles , il may ibc encourageti by thie soic-
ceas acirieved in that lino by the Fret Nisont anti
Gooti Teînpians.

3. Tire proposai now befene tlie Churcli is.an Innova.
lion a-lsop as "I il hias weli said, in th,ît i as at depar-
turc front the position occupîcti b> othet lresb>terian
Churclies, wliosc situation as an man> respects simîlar
ta alat cf aur Churchir n Carnada. lia.s <lie Frc
Cirurcli ai Scoîlanti, thie Unitedi lrcsb> terian Cliurch,
the Presbyterian Circl ian hneiand, <lie Prcsb>terran
Cliurcli of Austnalia, ar the gnc.ut Pnesb> <erran Chuncli
an thie United States feli c.alied Lapun lu take any suclr
-action ils a ChancIr? Amd surciy tliey ivere suffcnang
as great irardships as any oun Chanch as iaboinrng
under, la regaîrd ta this question. If lever a Chanci
%vas ainder a temptaîlan tu a.îeanpî sucir a muu-cment
As is naw proposeti, and %votait have been justîfied an
attemrptifig it, it was tlie Foree Circl ai Scaîlanti, or
the U. P. Churcli, cansidening thein relations ta exisi-
ing Degrce.conferring institutions. Yct thcy liadtion
mucli respect fer use and want, an penhaps se siaght
a craving for titles cf the kinti in question, iliat îliey
werc satisieti ta lci Degrees renraan on thlir oid Una-
versity cr Acadcmic footing, iaking ilicir chiances with
ailiers. Ant iis noîiilst.anding<lai tiey can boasi
af thc besi eqiaippeti Theologicai Sciools in Scoîlanti.
Ours is tire youngest of ail the Churcîres in tlie Pres.
byteriari Canfederacy, and we hati better iei saine of
thre aider anes Iead the way in such a mavement, aind
so maintain eur night ta terrns ai respecîful reciprociîy
wath <lie test.

4. But it is an innovation in a mare serious sense
tban cubher oi those menionedi, hn that i proposes ta
drag thie Churcli ia an arena of intrigue, and cnvy,
anti stnife, tbat cannot but work mischief. If I ne-
menîber nighiiy,, h was Principal Caven, an introduc-
ing the question to tire lasi Assembiy, abatî justifieti
Churcli action in the direction inircated, by nemnti
ing ilie Asscmbly of tire fact iliat ail ilie aid Univer-
suties cf the warld.rerceiveti their charters flot fram tic
authonhthes o! tic Siate, but fromn the Churcli, through
is iread, the Pope. But the Pope hati and lias facril-.
tics for conferring nigirîs anti irnours tirai are irai
vested ini any Presbyterian auilianities. He cari dis.
tiniguish any Tireologian hie pleases, anti no ailier
Theologian tires coniplaisi, nir wilI bre disposeti tc
complaina, since Hi, liancss is infalile. But noa
General Assembly, non Camitc of Asseminiy, non
Motieraier, wilI have sa muci concedcd tu thein.
Their acîs may bc quesiioncti, anti wnli bce questioncti.
The perslons whani they flaU ta mark %with their ap-
proval wiUl naturally bc aggrevcd, andi will bo is

postd ta cotant those thtit entanies on the mil for-
dlstributing honours, who do not put tbem an th
sanie level a% ailiers wliram îliey nry net think ttheir
superiors. Tis %woutc ianeviibly leadi to caucasng
andi sîrife, as ta tlie camporttion of tlic Dcjgrrc..itd.
judgîng Bloard, wlîîch couid a. %t but prove ulasastrous
ta the peace ani well-bcang ao. -bc Cliurcli. QI ceurate,
this rc*maik appies claaefiy ta lîonorary lhtgrccs. but
the sanie thing wouid be in a nicasure truc ci com-
petitive Degrees. Would any ativarigea la accrue
frein the proposed aclieme compensate for suci ton-
avuidabie sarde and contention for place? I tik 1
knaw what the answer af the Churcli wil bc.

Ilut 1 must flot draw mare largeiy upen your space,
or the patience af your readers ai prescnit. 1 wàil, with
your leave, returfi ta the stabjeci.

iifontreai, De. ind, à'S7. RoIERT CAIIPDtLL.

SCEF 77ICISMI.

1 was up at Knox Colieg;e the ailier evening, Mnr.
Editor, and iisîened la a very able and înieresîang de-
bate an "Scepicasm, ais influence on Chrîstaaniity-
as it prejuadaciai or flot?" It was agreed an ail bands
<liai a ver) marked fenture of the present age, as ta a
geaier or less extent af every age, Is a vasti fluount
J1 scepicism at one kind and anoilier about the vani.
OUI doctrines of Chrstanrîy. That such as rcahlly tire
c.*rse as what 1 tliink noa anc wali deny, nor ial ire-
fcssor Caven's opinion be much dispuied, tibai sccpîî.
tisin, like tirer) ailier phase of mnan's f.rllen nature,
musi have a retarding effect an tire only cure for tire
greAt ciil af sin. The thuugiri occurrcd to me, as
doubiess ta man) cîhers, wliat reasons can bc as.
sîgned for such a site of tliings? i f Chiîrstianaty as
mure assailed now ilian ever si lias Feear befare, cart
we ai ail txpl.rin why i shouid bc so ? Lcaving oui of
vicie tlie natural depravity of thec human hieant, -and the
flot aitageilier unnatural conceai of positive scnce ai
is own wonderful suctesin dascovery and invention, as
the Church of Christ herseif net dcepiy rcsponstbte <or
thedislionaurdone in this respect tu lier Ma.ster? Given
on thie one hand tlie respcctabaiaty, anrd, in miany
cases, profatablencss, ihcli, despite sceptacasm, ai-
tend as yet, ai leasi, on nominal Chrisîaanity; and,
c-n the ather hand, human nature as ai as, as ai not ai-
mosti nevatabie that a greai deal cf humbug and
l>pocrîsy, wlietler aliageiher seif-cansciaus I shail
flot say, but os i raot almosti nevatabie ahat these vcry
undesitabie visitants, should %et mixe.d tip ,'ath whtra
as reaiiy genuine, and su brang i inio dîsrepute ? For
thie lafe of me, MIr. Edator, 1 can sec veny Ide daflcr-
ence beiween many of the professing i-hriàtars vaili
wha~m 1 came an contact, or about wliom 1 tatar, and
others who make fia pretensions ta liavang any rela.
gion.aî ail. At every bail, wliere men and mwomcr,
perfect strangers ta ane anotlier in maary cases, Joll
about an ane another's arms, ilierc are, 1 venture ta
say, alinost as mny professeti Chtistians as ufipre.
fessedl heaihens. At every joliafication af a donnrer
ilacre arc so-caiied Clirstian men who cialier guzzle
tleieselves inua a beastly state cf intioxication, or, as
far as thear cowardace wali permit them, keep in court-
tenance those who do. At tlie tables of ver> îry in
tias gooti ciîy of Toronto-of many who woald bc
very angry ai bcang con3ideredi as anything but very
gond Chnistîans-yaung men, and wamnen ton, wii bc
presseti ta take thase beveragea whîch anyone wvith
eyes in his head, and with but a mnadicumr of brainas,
can see is ycarly sending hundreds ta uatter destruct ion.
Dy no means ail the applauding spectators,arintcrested
onicokers, ait mare tiran quesîtonable sceries in out
theatres arc hardened reprabates, or stili mare liard-
ened metre men and ivoiren cf the wanld. Wliat kind af
conception is this ta give of Chnrstianity ta îliouglitful
and tarnest men, as anany cf these sceptics unduubi-
ediy arc ? Tliey are unphilosophical anrd illogical cf
course ta rejeci a religion .bccause <lie professons af
that religion do flot aci u tat is teaclrngs, but haow
cari yaî help thern daang so? Tlrey may flot bc for-
turtate enough ta bre acquainted wuîh asuy genuine,
professais, and judgiag by what they sec, they ail but
inevitably camte ta thre conclusioni tbai thougli ver
god îieoreticafly, peihapse Christianity is useiess, or
next ta uselese, as a practical religion. Tis dots
motjustify tlrem, ta bre sure, but it should makec bc-
lievers ver canefut about what tliey do. As 1 rend
the lBie, the rcligioni cf jesus Christ inculcatcs
aboundang brotliezly love, large-hearted anti ail-cmn-
bracing chaxity, anud close rcalization. of onnness in
ont Great HcaoL Are those thre distinguishing char-'


