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Kc'RNVAD.&Y OV TUE DESTRUCTION
or OUB BIRDS.

In this report Mr. Hornaday bas
furnished us with a mass of infor-
mation relative ta the destruction
cf our wild birds and niammals
whicb sbeuld demand the earnest
consideration of every ornitbolegist
and sportsmnan througbout the
country, and. which cannot fail
ta prove an important factor in
enceuragiiig the sentiment for bird
protection which, is -beginning ta
makc itself apparent.

The bird report is based upon
replies frein correspondents in ahl
p arts cf the country relative ta the
destruction cf birds, the mestpatent
ageqcies in effecting destruction,
species wbich are beconiing extinct,
and the number of birds to-day as
compared with fifteen years aga.

The most serious causes cf the
decrease cf bird life seemn ta be:
(ii) the great increase in sportsmen.
or rather 11so-called sportsmen";
(.2( Pot hunters, (3) plume hunters ;
(4) egg collecters; (5) English spar-
row; (6) clearing away of timber,
and (7) Italians, who kill all sorts
cf birds fer food.

The decrease cf alI kinds of
gaine birds as evinced by ail the
reports is startling, as is aise the
grawing tendency in the South te
regard various sang and insectiv-
erous birds as gaine, when. the real
gaine birds becenie scarce. As
Mr. Hernaday truly says, "the
protection of migratory birds must
b. general," we cannot protect our
sunimer birds -ia the North if they
are ta be shot in winter in the
South.

In regard te the destruction o£~
bird hif. in general, the figures
given by Mr. Hornaday (Cennec-
ticut, 75 percent destroyed; New
York, 48; Indiana. 6o, etc.) wil
bardly b. accepted by these who
bave bail experience in estimating
the numbers of individual birds in
the field.

It is not possible ta compare the
birds cf fifteen years ago with
those cf to-day and say wîth any

degree of accuracy that the decrease
is one-haif ýor hve-thirds, irelying
solely en memory. As a matter of
fact bow many of the persons
quoted can state the number of
birds breeding ini a definite area in
their vicinity last year, nlot to spea3r
of fifteen years ago ? It is one
thing to guess and quite another
te make an accurate cexisus, aufi
witbout definite figures we are
practicaliy stating the ratio between
two unknown quantities which we
can only compare in memory.

So mnany things have ta be taken
into considération in estimeuting
the abundance of aur sinail birds
that it is exceedingly difficuit to
bazard a comparison even between
two successive years unless a
persan bas been constantly afield
and is conversant-with the vagaries
of migration, etc.

It is significant that scarcely any
of the more premineut field ornith-
ologists, wbose naines appear iin
the report, give the remarkable
figures which influence Mr. Hor-
iiaday's estiniates.

Gaine and plumre birds are
unquestienably on the bigh raad ta
extermination, and certan spécies
cf aur sinall birds are decreasing,
but the general destruction in the
latter class is probably net nearly
sa great as Mr. Hornaday's figures
imply.

This side cf the question is
cf such especial importance ta
ornithologists tbat it seeis desir-
able ta empbasize the diffiiculty of
reacbing accurate resuits frein such
data,-especially as sentiment often
unconsciously. Ieads ns ta malce
extreme statements.

The estimates ta which we take
exception do not, however, detract
frein the inijortance and beneficial
effect cf this valuabie report, and
it is earnestiy ta b. boped thaï. Mr.
Hernaday's clesing suggestiohis,
beth as ta birds and niammals,
may be. serieusly considered by
our legisiators, especiall as ta the
suppression of pronliscuous egg
collecting and traffic in eggs, birds
and game.-W. S. in the Auxc.


