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RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY

sleasn the eye inve their uses
If we observo the w‘lm!e race of vegotahles, wo
sl still find now rnd greater varieties.  How vast
a differouce, ant how muay links do wo discover bo-
tween the grass which grows sutong the stones,
and that exceflont plant wiich affonds us the best
nutiment, and which is justly termed the “stafl ot
lifo™ In plants which erecp and twino about ench
othor, what a differouce hotween the ivy, which
chags to the mouldering hattdomeont, and the rviae,
whoso fruit affords such delicioss drisk ! Amongst
tho trees, what n differcuco between the wild plum-
tree nnd tho onk!

With what wisdom has God arranged all his works!
This is theantural conclusiun to be drawn from these
reflcctions.  Hlow admirably is the whole plnof the
vegetablo kingdom formed, and how perfectly oxe-
cuted? In ol his warks the useful und agreenble
are united. For it is ot merely to gratify our sight
that hio has formed plants so astosishingly difforent
fram each othor. Enchrovelving snouth is mavked
with the divine goodnoss, and every gift affords our
nerves pew pleasures and our hourts fresh occasions
of love und gratitude.—~tad the proofs of eur
Maker's bounty been mere uniform, our inatton.
tion might have admitted of some excusc; but as
they are so interestingly varied, wo aro altogether un-
pardenable if wo behold them with indifferenco.

.t us therefure, in the presence of the whole crea-
tion, adore the Almighty Architect, with becoming
sentiments of respoct and veneratien. Incontemplat-
ing the surprising varieties iu the vogetable kingdom,
wo ata compelled to ucknowledge that otk his wis-
doun aud goadness surpass vur comprehesion. Let
us no longer beliold the diversified beautics of plants
and flowers without adoning the Creator, and ac-
knowledging his wisdom, power, nnd goodness.
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.
INSTRUCTIONS TO WESLEYAN MISSIONARIES.

The ﬁ:ft‘owiag isan Extract from the Standing In-
structions of the Committee to all who are sent eut

as Missionaries, relative to their conduct on Forcygni)

Stations iv

“ V. Wo cannot omit, without neglecting our
duty, to warn ysu agamnst meddling with pobitical

arties, or sccular disputer. You are teachers of

ehgion; and that alone should be kept in view.
It is, hawever, a part of your duty as Ministers, {0
eaforce, by precept and example, a cheerful obedi-
ence ta fawiul authorsty. Vou know that the von-
erable Westgy was always distinguished by his
tove to his country, by his conscientious loyalty, and
by his attachment to thar illustrious family which
has so long filled the throne of Great Britain, You
know What your Brethwen at home are actuated by
the camo  principles, and wawk by the samo rule;
and we have confidence in you that yon will pre-
sorve the samo character of religious regard to gaod
order and submission * to the powers that be'-in
which we glory. Our motto 15, * Fear God, and
honour the King +* and we soeolleet who hath said,
¢ Put them in mind to be suhject to prncipabues
and powers, to oboy magistrates, to be ready two
every geod work.

* V1 You will, on a foreign station, find yous-
sclves in circumstances very different from those in
which you are at home, with regard to these who
aro in authority under our gracious Sovarsign. It
is probable you will frequently como undor their
tmmediste notice and chservation.  We are, how-
ever, persuaded, that winle you demean yourselves
as you ought, you wilt bo generally fuvoured with
their protection.  On your amval at your Stations,
you will be instructed what steps to take m order t0
obtain the proteetion of the local governments: and
we trust that your subscquent good bebavioyr to-
wards governors, and alf who are m authority,
will be sucls as shall scoure to you the cajoyment of
liberty to jnstruet and promote the saivauon of thoso
to whom you are sent.

* VIL. Those of you who are appomted to the
West-India Colonies, being placed m stations of
considerable delicacs, and wineh requue, from the
stato of socioty there, pecubar circumspoction and
prudence, on the one band, and zeal, diigence, aud
paticat perseverance, ob the other; youare required
to attend to the follewing dircetions, us specially ap-

. e
1. Your particalar demignation 1s fo endoaveur
the religivus instruction and conversion of the iguor-
anty pagan, and  neglected black and coloured
population of the lelnud or Station to which you
may he uppamted, aud of alt othors who wny be
willing to ixcm‘ you.
w2, Where Saciotics are vlready formed, you are
requived 1o watch over tham with tho fidelity of
theso who nust give up their account to Jim whe
hath purchased them with bis Wood, and in whese
Providencs they are ploced under your care. Your
tabours must he constautly directed to improve them
i the knowledge of Chsistiunity, and to enforce
aputt thein the expevience and practico of its doe-
wines and dutics, without interminghng doubtful
controvorsies in your aduunistrations : being mainly
auxious, that those over whem you bnve pastoral
cave, should clearly undorstand the principal doe.
trines of the Seriptures, fect their venovatipg influ.
enco upon thewr henrts, and become *holy in sll
manney of comversation and godliness.'  And, in
ordor to this, wo recomunend that your sermons
should consist chiotly of cloar expositions of the
mast important sruths of Holy Writ, eaforced with
affection and fervour on the consciences and con-
duct of them that hear you; that tirou frequently
and familiarly oxphin porticns of the Scriptures;
and that, as oxtensively as you possibly con, you
introduco the mothyd of teaching children, and
tho ess instructed of the adult slaves and, others,
by the excellent catechisms with which you are fur-
mshed.
+ 3. It is enforced upon you, that you centinue no
persen a momber of your Socisties, whose * conver-
sation is not as becometh tho Gospel of Christ.’
Thatany momber of Society who may relapse into
his former babits, nud become s pelygamist, an
adulterer, or an vnclean person; who shall be idle
and diserderly; disohedicnt to his owaer (if 2 stave)s
who shall steal, or be in uny other way immaral or
ureligious : shallbe put away, after due admonition,
apd proper attempts to reclain him from the * ercor
of his way.’

+ 4. Before you recoivo any person into Seciety,
‘ot shall bo satisfiod of bis desive to becowme ac-
fuainted with the religion of Christ, and to obey it;
and it ho has pot previously been under Christinn
instruction, ner baptized, you are, befare his admis-
sion ns a Member, diligently to teach him the Chris-
tian frith, and the okligations which he takes upan
himself by baptism; so asto be assured of bis hav-
ing obiained such cuowledge of the principles of
vligion, and such belief of them, as to warrant you
10 adwminister to bim that ordinance. Beside this,
no pémun is to bo admitted into Sociaty, withuut
bewng placed first on trial, for such time as shall be
sufficient to prove ‘whethor his conduct has been re-
formed, and that be has wholly renounced all those
vices to which he may bave beea beforo addicted.

« 5. You aro to consider the children of the Ne-
groes and coloured peaple of your Societies and
Congregations as a part of your charge; and itis
recominended o you, yherover it is practicablo and
prudent, to establishi"Sunday or other Schools for
their imstryction. It is to 'be considered by you as
a vesy important part of your duty a8 @ Missionary,
to catechiso them as often as you canyeniently con,
at stated periods; and wg&va your utmost aid to
their being brought up in Christiag knowledge, and
in industious snd moru} hebits.

«8. As, in the Colonies in which you aro called
to tzhour, a great proportion of the inhabitants are
in a stato of slavery, the Committee most strongly
call to your recollection, what was so fully stated to
{cu when you wore arcepted as a Missionary to the

West Indies, that your only bujsacss is to promote
the moral and religious improvement of the slaves
to whow you may have accoss, without, in the least
degree, in public or private intorfering with their
cwil conditon.  Op.all persons in the state of elavee,
you aro diligently apd axplicitly to enfores the sama
exhortations whick the Apostles of our Lord, ad-
tninistered to tho slaves of ancieat nations, whon b
their minisuy thoy embraced Chrlstianity : Eph. vi.

masters according to the fiesh, with fear and trem-
bling, in singleness of your beart, as unto Christ;
not with eye scrvice, as wnea-ploasers; but as tho
servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the
hoart ; with good-will deing service, as to the Lord,

58, * Servanis,be obadicnt 12 them that are your|th

JOURNAL:

whether ho ba boud or froo. Col. iit, 2228,

* Servauts, obey in nll things your masters accord-
ing to the flosh : not with ege-servics, as meu-plens-
ers, but in singloncss of henrt, fearing God: and
whatseever yo du, do it hoertly as to tho Lord, nad
uot unto men : knowing that of the Lord yo shall
receive tho rewmd of tﬁu inheritancoy for yo servo
the Lorb Cstnisy.  But ho that dooth wrong shall
recoive for the wrong which ho hath dune: and
thare is vo respeet of persons.!

*7. You aredirected to avail yourselves of every
epportudity to extensd your lnbours nmong the slaves
of the istunds whoro yon may bo suuioneg: but you
are in no cuso to visit tho slaves of any plantation
without the permission of the owner or managoers
nor are the times which you way appoint for theic
religious services to intorfere with the owners' em-
ploy; uor ave you to suffor any protrocted moetings
in the evening, ot oven ui uegro busiuls, on any
account whatever. In all theso cases you are to
meot evon anversonable prejudices, and aitempt to
disarm suspicion, howover groundless, so far o5 you
ean do it consistenly with your dutics as faithful and
laborious Ministers of the Gospel.

*8. As mnny of thenegroes live ina stato of po’y~
gomy, ar it a promiscuous jntercourse of the sexes,
your particular oxertious are .to be directed to tho
discountenanciog agd correeting these vices, by
pointing out their evil, both in public and in private,
and by maintaining tho stricieat discipline in the
Socicties. No man, living In a state of polgamy,
is 10 be admitted  Member, or even on trial, who
will not consent to live with one womaen as his wife,
to whom you shall join him in patrimony, or ascer-
tain that this rite has been performed by some other
minister; and the some rulo is to be applied, in the
same manner, 10 a womun proposing to become a
momber of Society. No female, living in a state of
concubinnge with any person, is to bo admitted into
Society. so lopg as she continues in that sin.

* The Coramittee cantion you against engoging
in any of the civil disputes or local politics of tho
Colony 1o which you may be appointed, cither ver-
bally, or by comespondence with any person at
home, or in the Colonies. The whele period of
your temporary residence in the West Indies is to be
filled up with ‘the proper work of your Mission.—
You are not to.become parties in any eivil quarrel ;
but are to ¢ please all men for good to edification ;
intent upon the solern work of your office and upon
that eternal state, in the viows of which the Com-
mittee trust you will over thigk and act.

*10. In cases of opposition fo your ministey,
which may arise en the part of individuals, ot of
any of the Coloniat Legislatures, 8 meek and patient
spirit and conduct aro tecommended to you. You
will in pasticular guard against ell, angry and re-
sentful speeches, and in no case attempt to inflame
your Societies and hearers with resentaent against
yous pe~ccutors or opposers. Your business,in
such cases, after every prudent moans of obtaining
relief has failed in your own hands, is with the
Commista at home; who will immediately take
such steps o5 ‘may sccurc to you that protection,
from a mild and tolerant Gevernment, which they
hope your peacesble and previous conduct, your
labours gad successes, will ever merit for you. ’

t 13. The instructions ueder this and under the
former heads (V.-~VII.} ate 10 bs read over annu-
ally at the meeting of every District Commitieo by
the Chairman ; who is to inquire whether they have
been observed on the part of the Brethren ; and tho
angwer shall bo roported in the Distriet Minutes ro-
gularly, and with thom travsmitted to the Commit-
teo in Londen.  Every Superintendent is not only
chargod with the observance of them himself, but is
responsible, as far as may be, for their observance
by the Brethren under his dircetion, orfor an imme-
diate report to the dustriet, or to the Managing Com-
mittee in London, in any caso in which thoy may
bave been violated.

“ N. B. The Directions to the West-Tadie Missi~
onaries aro also to be considered as stricdy obliga-
tory on all otlers, as far as -they 2ro applicable to
6 eircumstances of their respsctive Stations.

L4 VUL It is peremplorily required of overy Bfa-
sionary in our Connoxion o0 keep a Journa' and to
sond home frequently svch copious abstravis of it as
may give a sull and particular account of hislabours,
success, and prospects.  He is also reguired to give
sueh dotails of a religious kind, as may bo gencraily

pheable 1o your Mission there tem

and notto men : knowing tast whatgosver good thin
any map doth, the samoshall be received of the Lonf.

-

interesting to th frionds of Missions st bome; par-



